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TO HIS GRACE • 

The DUKE of DEVONSHIRE. 



MY LORD DUKE, 

TT is very difficult to write on the 
fubject of the French Revolution 
■without being accufed of partiality. I 
endeavoured to avoid that imputation 
in my Journal ; but a yerv near con- 
nection of yours told me; that, when 
ihe was abroad, thofe who are called 
Democrates, and had read the book, 
declared that, with other faults, it had 
an intolerable leaning towards arifto- 
cracy. Thofe, on the other hand, who 
are. denominated Ariftocrates were of 
opinion, that its greateft fault was a 
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ftrong bias to democracy. In the wri- 
ter's mind, however, there is no more 
inclination to either than is to be 
found in the Constitution of Great 
Britain, as it was eftablifhed by the 
efforts of your Grace's anceftor, in con* 
junction with thofe of other patriots, 
at the Revolution in the year 1688, 
The prefent work has been executed 
in the fame difpoikion, apd will be 
expofed to the lime cejifuje. 

At a period Vyhen prejudices operate 
with unufual acrimony ; when, mere- 
ly from viewing a particular obje& in 
different lights, two fets of m&fi in 
this country reciprocally accufe each 
other of defigns, of which, I am con- 
vinced, neither are capable ; when that 
fpirit of hatred which alienated the 
minds of men from their countrymen, 
and even relations, on account of a 
difference of religious opinions, about 

ths 
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the middle of the fixteenth centipy, 
feems to revive on account of political 
ones at the end of the eighteenth ; at 
fuch a time, the qualities of mode- 
ration, of candour, and benevolence, 
under the direction of a good under- 
ftanding and fcrupulous integrity, de- 
rive uncommon luftre from their un«* 
common rarity. This confideratiou 
induced me to addrefs the following 
work to your Grace* 

J remain, my Lord Dul*e ? 

Your moft obedient and 
Obliged bumble fervant, 

J. MOORE, 

ClifforJ-ftreet* 
May 6, 1795. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The Refources of France — Henry IK— Lewis 
XIV. — The Love of our Country— Loy- 
alty — The Regent— Lewis XV. 

*T*HE prefent revolution in France is 
- one of the moft awful events of which 
.hiftory affords any record. 

The crimes with which it has been ac- 
companied will remain a ftain on the na- 
tional cbara&er, which all the perfeverance 
B and 
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and intrepidity "with which France has re- 
pelled external attack cannot efface. 

The mifery which the revolution has 
already produced, is of a nature fo extenfive 
and fo acute, as «o rational hope of future 
profperity can compenfate. 

The only way we have to judge of the 
probability of what is to happen, is by re- 
flecting on what has hajJjpeced; and the 
fureft means of avoiding evil of any, kind Is 
by difco vering tfee cauff s wbic^i lead to it. 

To enumerate fome of the circuiriftances 
which tended to' haften, and are reckoned 
among the remote caufes of the French de- 
volution, may be ufeful". '■ '" 

M*ny imagine, that it will b$ a *very 
Jong time before the finance* of France 
can recover the es&raprdinary drains they 
have of late undergone: it exuft b? re- 
membered, however, th# her rtfpurces are 
prodigious, of which nothing can afford 

more 
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mo$$ convincing proofs than the rapidity 
with whish, oa former occafians, flie ac- 
quired riches and. pirofperity, after being 
exbaufted by civil diflenfions or foreign 
3V*r«. 

She revived from all the difafters of the 
ilpody mil war cf the; League, with won- 
derful quicki*efi f ;aml acquired new dignity 
And. unprecedented profperity under Hen- 
ry IV* * * . • • 

A very {hart time after the civil diflen- 
fions md war of the Fronde,* her greatnefs 
and wealth ejected the jcaloufy, and refill- 
ed tf»e force, of feveral powerful ftates which 
combined againft her* 

• rThe Sudden recovery from the difaftrous 
condition to which France Was reduced at 
the two epochs above mentioned, was part* 
ly owing to the talents of the two Princes 
who:reigncd immediately after them. 
- ^he firft, being hieffed with benevolence 

B a and 
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and genius, had at oncq the inclination ten 
raife his country from the calamitous ftate 
in which fhe was, and the power to execute 
it— ho was in reality a great King, 

The fecond has been called the beft aftor 
of a great King that ever lived. 

The fine perfon, dignified deportment^ 
^nd impofing manners of Lewis XlV«.com^ 
xnanded the admiration, and even the awc t 
of his generals, minifters and courtiers j aijd 
towards the end of his reign, when he 
was at once aflailed by domeflic and public 
misfortunes, the attachment of his fubjefla 
feejned to make them feel the forrows of 
their King as their own, and fubmit with 
alacrity to heavier exa&ions than were evec 
wrung by tyranny from men, 

Mankind are governed by force and by 
ppinion. Lewis made »fq of both thefe 
agents in a fupreme degree. Befides the 
Jinmenfe aripy which he.kept up, iq peace 
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& rielfab war, he alio kept ixi adliott afrthbfe 
fprings which hate been found friendly to 
the triaintenance of implicit obedience. in 
th6 fubje&, and arbitrary power in the 
ffidrtWch. By Various means he kept his 
nobilky entirely dependent on his favour* 
jfealous bTallowing the Princes of the Blood 
obfcalions of acquiring military fame, he 
fetdom gave them the command of armies , 
and never for along time. He command- 
ed in perfon only when conqueft was fe* 
cure'; ancf without being expofed to hard* 
ffiip or danger, he claimed the merit of 
having reduced every fortrefs, which was 
either b6ught by his money, or fubdued 
b^ the fkill of his engineers : even in his 
cabinet at Verfailles he affe£ed to dire£ the 
* opefatittns of his generals in the field, and 
vainly expe&ed that, their vi&ories being 
imputed to his military fkill, the greater (hare 
of the glory woujd remain with himfelf. 

B 3 He 
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lie was taught that he had a right to 
controul the confciences and feize the mo 
ney of his fubje&s ; and, as he was at once 
fuperftitious and haughty, he revived the 
fpirit of perfecution, partly from zeal for the 
religion which he himfelf profefled, and 
partly to punifh the arrogance of thofe who 
dared to entertain opinions different from 
his. . 

Compenfating the difference in quantity 
hy that of quality, he feems to have thoughj^ 
himfelf and family, including his illegitimate 
children, of more value than all his fubje&s 
together. " 

Other Mbnarchs have rated them&lvgg 
and fubje&s in the fame manner j but Lewis 
XIV. is perhaps the only King who ever 
brought his fubjedts to the fame Way of 
thinking. He and his glory occupied their 
thoughts more than their own welfare, or 
that of their country. Thofe endearing 
3 v ideas, 
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ideas, which are conne&ed with the expref- 
(ioq our couptry y roufed his jealoufy j at 
leaft, pains were taken, in his time, to root 
them A ottt of their native foil, and transplant 
thein around the word King : the expref- 
fion la Patrie fell out of ufe during his 
feign, and continued fo for a long time 
afterwards 2 — le Roi fupplied its place. 

That men IhouW reverence the chief 
Magiftrate of a Cpnftitution, where power 
is limited and prerogative afcertamed, is 
highly rational and becoming ; that fubje&s 
fhould admire a great King, and love a be- 
nevolent one, is natural and juft. The heart 
owns, and the underftanding approves, thofe 
f^ntknente. There is nothing in them, 
however, to fire the imagination, or greatly 
to captivate the affe&ions. But the expref- 
(ion , native country prefents itfelf to the 
inind, decorated with many ideas from the 
wardrobe of imagination. To tell men 

B 4 they 
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they have difgraced their country is the 
moft bitter of all reproaches; to fayjthat 
they have done it honour, is the moft Tooth- 
ing of all praifes. The officer on the day 
of battle is fenfible of this ; and that he may 
infpire thofe under his command with ad- 
ditional courage, and roufe them to the ut- 
moft efforts, he reminds them that thty are 
fighting for their country. That fimple fen- 
tence contains all the magic of eloquence. 
Conjuring up the idea? of protecting our 
property, our homes, the abodes of our fore- 
fathers, the beloved fcenes of our earlieft 
pleafures and firft affe&ions* .it implies de- 
fending from outrage our conftitution, our 
religion, all that is valuable and .endearing, 
our friends, parents, wives and children. 
The love of our country is mentioned with 
the love of fame by the Roman poet, as 
the feeling of a noble mind : 
u Vi acct amor patriae, laudumqut immenfa cupido." 

■ it 
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It not only excites to virtuous exertions 
during life, but a foothing recolle&ion in 
death: 

« dulces moricns reminifcitur Argos.'* 

The* Romans, fond of fighting as they 
were, would not have unfheathed l a fword 
for the greateft man their country ever pro- 
duced, if he had infinuated that they were 
to fight for his glory, and not for their 
country. 

But the French, in Lewis the Fourteenth's 
time, feem to have thought of nothing but 
the Monarch. "When a battle was loft, their 
greateft concern was the affii&ion it would 
occafion to him— they rejoiced in victory, 
becaufe it would afford him pleafure, and 
increafe his glory. The great empire of 
France, and all which it inherit^ feemed to 
have been concentred in the perfon of the 
" Grand Monarque~as if there had been a 
general convi&ion of the abfurd do&rine, 

that 
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that the People were made for the King f 
and net the King for the People; which has 
a bad efFe£t on the, minds of both, render* 
ing the one more proud, and the other more 
fervlle- 

This was the cafe in France during the 
reign of this arrogant Monarch, whofe 
affe&ed grandeur impofed on the whole 
nation j and who, whether he was a hero 
in the eyes of his valet de chambre or 
not* certainly was admired as a great Mo- 
narch, even by the truly great mien, of his 
own time. His generals talked of the ho* . 
nour of fhedding their blood for his glory* 
The proudeft of his nobility folicited offices, 
fome of them almoft menial, near his porp 
fon i and the great Conde himfelf dwindled 
into a mere courtier, to fatisfy the vanity of 
the inflated Monarch* 

Considerations of policy and felfifluiofs 
intermingled, in thefe inftanees, with that 

wonder* 
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Wonderment with which the* nation at that 
time looked up to their Monarch; the ge- 
nerals probably thought a little of com* 
friands and regiments, the courtiers of places 
and pcnfions, and the prince of mitigating 
that jeaknify which, he well knew, Lewis 
bote him. It is impoffible to imagine, that 
they had any affectionate attachment to his 
perfbn. 

How could a referved, yet oftentatious 
tyrant, who continually facrificed the feel- 
ings of all around him to his own capiiee 
and conveniehcy, excite afie&ionate attach* 
ftient ? * 

A King of fuch a chara&er as Henry 
IV. would certainly carry men a great 
length in the moft cordial loyalty ;' but let 
thdfe who wlfli to embody patriotifm, and 
many of the fentiment$ which beautify and 
harmonize focifety, with whoever inherits 
tfce office ©f King, recolleCt the characters of 

all 
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all Henry's fucceflbrs, except the laft ; kt 
them alfo reflect, that if Lewis XV. had died 
before his marriage* then all the loyalty of 
the French nation, with all the duty and 
ftffe&ion which belong to it, and that ar- 
dour to ihed their blood for their King's' 
glory, which the French of thofe days were 
fo fond of profeffing, would have been 
the lawful inheritance of Philip Egalit& - 
. The impreffion which, the: long reign of 
iewis XIV, made on the minds of his 
i&ged*, continued during the govern* 
TOSttt of the Regent, whofe chara&er and 
cooduft wert in many refpe&s the re- 
verfe. Naturally of a companionate difpofi- 
tion, and 3 lover of juftice, if wifhes could 
have done it, he would have made the people 
happy j but indolence and the inordinate* 
purfuit of pleafure prevented jhim from the- 
exertions neceflary for that purpofe, or from 

. . cdbtroliipgv 
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controlling the conduft of unfeeling and 
t apacioos mihifters. 

■ * Endowed with Courage and wit, he de- 
ipifed, as diiH and fuperfluous, thfc formali- 
ties which politicians have found ufeful ivt 
government ; he Tcorned that affefted dig* 
nity and referve, by which imbecillity fo 
often gains refpeft, and ignorance is fo of- 
ten concealed ; and falling into the oppofite 
extreme, he introduced a laxity of manners, 
which rejected all the reftraints of polifhed 
fociety, wounded decency, and revived that 
profligacy which ha*d been fcanxfhed froth 
the court of France iincc the days of Catha^ 
ritte of -Medicis and her fon Henry III. 

Nothing cati be a ftronger proof of the 
fubjniffive fpirit which prevailed at this 
period in France, than that the fame fyftem 
of government continued, in fpite of th6 
vratiton imprudence of the Regent, the 
fx&ftdulent fcheme by which fo many thou- 

• fand 
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fand individuals were ruined, And the defpi* 
cable character and naufeous manners of hi* 
prime miniftcr, who was at onae a difgracc 
to the pricfthood, to the nation, and even to 
the court. 

. . Inftead of wifhing for any alteration ie 
their government, the French of thofe 4ap 
w«re proud of the unlimited nature of thck 
monarchy, with all its crimes broad-blown $ 
^nd, after they had defpaired of the Regent^ 
they centred their hopes of a redrefs qf 
grievances in the young Prjinee, who had 
now attained the.age ; at which he cpuld a£ 
f^me jljg gayernment r \ 

Noma^ifot of holy writ feems to h£va 
joade k& impreffion on mankind than this, 
Put not your iruji in Princes* In fpite of 
their numerous disappointments, £he higheft 
expectations are always forced by the pp? 
pijjace of .the heir apparent of the throne. 
Hiftory hardly makes mention of one who 
died young, who is not faid to have pof- 

fefied 
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feffed all the virtues of humanity. Of how 
many Marcelli have we heard, each more 
blooming than the other, whofe wonderful 
faring of talents promised the moft aftoodfh- 
jng harveft ! Even the monfter Caligula was, 
*?hen a boy, the favourite of the Roman 
&rmy j and if, for the good of mankind, 
he had died then, the world would probably 
hare hee» told by fome poet or hiftorian, 
that he was juft fhewn to the earth * f 
which beipg nnworthy of him, he was foon 
carried to heaven, if, however* among 
ftofe boni the immediate heirs of empire, 
fo many are endowed in this extraordinary 
-tnaritier, whofe virtues would add fpl^ndour 
to the throne, and difFufe happinefs pmong 
their Cubje&s, how infinitely is it to be 
lamented, that ybey-fkoiAd be fo early cut 
pfF, rather than their furvivorsl 

Many citcumftances united Ui Lewis XV. 

to 
f Oftendent terfis hunc tantvjm fzpu 
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to conciliate the affe&ions and *aife the 
hopes of the nation. 

He vtras the only child of the virtuous 
Duke of Burgundy (the pupil of Fenelon) 
and Adelaide of Savoy, whofe playful cha- 
racter is painted in fuch amiable colours 
by the writers of that age. The Duke fell 
a facrifice to the grief he felt for the un- 
timely death of this Princefs ; and the lofs 
of both filled France, not only with that 
external mourning which is equally worn 
for Princes at whofe death the public re- . 
joice, as for thpfe they lament, but alfo 
with real forrow. 

The young King poffefled likewife all 
the charms of comelinefs of countenance 
and fymmetry of perfon : to thefe the 
people added, of courfe, all the beft quali- 
ties of the head and heart. 

Whatever fhare of the latter he bad was 

foon rendered ufelefs by indolence, and 

a perverted 
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He poffeffed not, like his great-grand- 
father, that lofty referve, which keeps men 
at too great a diftance to judge of the real 
worth of the object they contemplate. — 
With more weaknefles to conceal, he had 
left the power of concealing them ; and the 
more the man was feen, the lefs was the 
Monarch efteemed. 

He appeared at the head of his ar- 
mies, without endeavouring to acquire 
any knowledge in the art of war. 'They 
gained victories, and his General had the 
glory. 

In peace, be became devoted to an artful 
woman, who governed the ftate with as un- 
limited fway, as his General had done ihe 
army. Even when fhe had loft the charms 
by which his afFe&ions had been feduced j 
abandoning his perfon to others, fhe kept 
vqhat fhe moft valued in the conne&ion, by 
jjaaiotaining her power until her death, 

C * She 
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She who fucceeded the Marchionefs of 
Pompadour, as the acknowledged miftrefs 
of Lewis X V\ was not fo haughty and am- 
bitious as her predeceflbr* 

Intermeddling lefs with the affairs of 
ftate, fhe was at more pains to amufe and 
entertain her lover. With all her good 
humour and gaiety, fhe found it impof- 
fible, however, entirely to ward off the 
tedium to which a vacant mind is pecu- 
% liarly expofed. 

Although no man was evermore oppreffed 
with mental indolence than Lewis XV. he 
was fond to excefs of bodily exercife, and 
pafled great part of his time in hunting, 
from which he derived the double advan- 
tage of repelling the intrufions of reflection, 
and obtaining fleep. 

The wretched monarch was relieved from 
the burden of exiftence, by a difeafe which 
he had taken great pains to avoid through 
the whole of his paft life, and which he 

caught 
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caught wantonly irr his old age*. He died 
a memorable proof, that the united advan- 
tages of external gracefulnefs* riches, high 
birth, quicknefs of apprehenfion, and even 
benevolence, 4 cannot preclude tedium or 
mifery, and fecure public efteem to thofe 
whofe minds are incapable of laudable ex- 
ertion. 

The death of this Prince, who at the be- 
ginning of his reign had received the appel- 
lation of Lewis the Well-Beloved^ was heard 
at Paris with fatisfadion rather than forrow. 

It had been the cuftom, in times of pub- 
lic danger, to make a proceflion of the 
flirine of St. Genevieve, the patronefs of 
that city, in the hopes that by the Saint's 
interceffion the threatened calamity might 
be averted. This ceremony was performed 

* Lewis XV. died at the age ©f fixty-five, of the 
finall pox, which he caught from a young woman, on. 
whom that difeafe appeared foon after (he had been 
with the King. 

C 2 during 
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jiuring the laft illnefs of Lewis XV. He 
expired notwithstanding. When his death 
was announced in a certain company, one 
obferved that the proceffion of the fhrine 
feemed to have loft its efficacy. <f What 
t* happier effeS could it have produced,'* 
feid another, " Is he not deadV* 
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CHAPTER H 

'Lewis XVi.—biffuJion of Knowledge— if 
Riches— The Bourgeoifie of France — The 

- Ancient Nbbkjfe—ihe Modern — The Couf- 
tiers— The Queen—* American War— Abo- 
lition ofHoufekold Troops — German Difci- 
pline — PraSlice and Theory. 

IT was n6t poffible for the perfdnaJ cha- 
racter of the Kiilg to be feen,- during 
the greater part of a lorig feign,' in this de- 
grading point of vidw, without dimiriifting* 
hi a eonfidefable degree,' the national- vene- 
ration for royalty. 

At the accdTron of Lewis XVI. Iioweveiy 
the public opinion feemed to have a tetf* 
dency to fetiirn to its ancient bias. In th6 
Candour,, affability, and love of juftic6, j 
tvhich appeared in the young King, the 
6aibn found a refemblance with the charac^ 

G $ . * tie* 
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ter of its laft Henry, whofe memory was 
eherifhed with filial veneration. 

The young Queen united in her perfon 
many qualities, which might have been ex- 
pected to render her popular in any coun- 
try, but peculiarly fo in France— beauty, 
good huraeur, gaiety, and a great defirc of 
pleafing ; preferring affability to etiquette, 
and the manners of the nation to which flie 
had come, to thofe of that which fhe had 
left ; and forming a bond of union between 
the two, which promifed a termination to 
long rivaHhip, and a commencement of 
mutual fupport and profperity. 

Thofe circumftances certainly had a ten- 
dency to remove the impreflions which the 
conduct of Lewis XV; might have made, 
and' to revive the languiihing loyalty of the 
nation. 

At this time, however, the fpirit of phi- 
lofbphical difcuffion prevailed very much in 
France. The Englifh writers on the fubjeft 

i of 
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of government were more read and rellfti- 
ed than they had ever been before. The 
works of Montefquieu, Roufleau, Raynal, 
were univerfally admired. 

Many old prejudices, hurtful to fociety, 
though fupported_by the felf-intereft of a 
few, and the ignorance of the multitude, 
were combated by the authors above men- 
tioned, and others. The writings of Vol- 
taire, diffinguifhed for wit, and a happinefs 
of fetfprfcflioft which baffles imitation, con- 
tributed more than all the reft to form the 
tafte and bias the opinions of the age. 
They were more univerfally read than the 
works of any other author ; becaufej to bor- 
row the words of one who knew him well, 
they poflefled "le^precieux avantage d'etre 
u toujours clair et fimple, fans jamais etre 
" infipide, et d'etre Iu avec un egal plaifir, 
" et par le peuple des features et par l'elite 

" des philofophes*." 

While 

* The precious advantage of being always clear 
C 4 and 



( H ) 

While the edge of his ridicule is turned 
againft perfecution and hypbcrify, the moll 
virtuous applaud : but Voltaire was not a 
believer in Chriftianity — that was his mif- 
fortune ; but it cannot excufe his attempts 
to turn into ridicule the eftabliflied religion 
of his country. One among many pecu- 
liarities of this author is, that he treats 
Chriftianity with becoming refpeft in his 
dramas, and that fome of his plays are at 
once the moft moral and religious of his 
works. 

The Encyclopaedia, that great monument 
of univerfal fcience, was finifhed about this 
period. The avowed object of this work 
was the promotion of general knowledge, 
and men diftinguifhed in every branch of 
fcience had been employed in it ; but what 
fome of the principal undertakers are fup- 

and fimple, without ever being {nfipid, and of being 
read with equal pleafure by a perfon of phin common 
fenfe and by a philofopher. 

pofed 
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pofed to have had chiefly in view, was to 
promulgate certain free notions on the 
fubje&s of government and religion, in 
which there is no doubt they fucceeded, 
not only in France but in other countries 
of Europe. 

M by thefe means, and the increasing 
commerce of the nation, literature and riches 
became more difFufed among the middle and 
inferior orders of fociety, many ancient pre- 
judices were weakened and effaced. That 
haughty fuperiority, which the meaneft of 
the NoblefTe afliimed over their fellow-citi- 
zens, became more intolerable to the Bour- 
geoifie than before : what had been fub- 
mitted to by men when poor and ignorant, 
was not fo eafily brooked by the fame clals 
when they found thetnfelves richer, and 
thought themfelves wifer, than many of 
thofe who were ranked their fuperiors. 

That Ruffian, Polifh, and Bohemian pea- 
fants, who are attached to the lands, and 

have 
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• have no means of improving cither their 
lnifcdft Or fortunes, fhould continue to bear 
infult and oppreffion from thofe whom they 
look up to as fuperior beings, is n6t won- 
derful j neither is it furprifing that the 
Turks continue Haves, becaufe what know- 
ledge exifts among them belongs to their 
rulers : but if a gradual progreffion of in- 
duftry and knowledge takes place in that 
part of any nation which is moil opprefled, 
white diflipatiori and effeminacy prevail in 
that part which is moft privileged, a fpeedy 
t evolution in fuch a natio'n may with cer- 
tainty be predicted. 

This alteration had, in a great meafure, 
taken place in France. The better fort of 
theBoyrgeoifie had gained what a great por- 
tion of the Nobleffc had loft ; and that eleva- 
tibn of mind, fenfe of honour, and fpirit of 
enterprife, which in "the days of yore be- 
longed exclusively to the latter, was now 
extended, in a great degree, to the former. 

A claim 
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A claim of fuperiority is irkfomc to 
many people, even when they are coufciofltd 
that the claimant excels them in natural 
qualities ami attainments. A confiderable 
degree of deference, however, wiH be 
fpontaneoufly paid to thefe, by the bell 
part of mankind, and will be greatly in- 
creafed, wherever to fuch attainments the 
drcumftance of high birth is added ; but a 
continued affumption of fpperiority in thofe 
who are inferior in every praife- worthy 
quality except that of birth, is always felt 
with indignation and treated with contempt, 
when the open difplay of that fentiment is 
not reftraraed by Jnterefted motives. 

In ancient times, the power of the ftate 
and the whole fpirit of the French armies 
depended on Ijhe Nobleffe, as gallant a clafs 
of men as the world ever produced. The 
Greek and Roman hiftories exhibit not 
brighter examples of generous intrepidity 
than the annals of France. The Nobleffe 

therefore 
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therefore were at once refpe&ed by tiki 
Sovereign and by the People 

But becaufe a race of men, diftinguifhed 
for the virtues of the age in which they 
lived, who were always foremoft in the 
ranks, of battle, their fons fighting by their 
fides, were refpe&ed and admired, and had 
privileges granted to them, does it .follow, 
it was afked, that the fame are due* to men 
bred in effeminate luxury, diftinguifhed for 
their follies and debafing amufements, who, 
childifhly fond of the trappings of a foldiet 
and the ppmp of war, fhrink from its real 
dangers, and are equally devoid of the har- 
dihood of ancient times, and oftafteforthe 
elegance of moderri' refinement ? 

' The following is the defcription which 
Montefquieu gives of that part of the no* 
* bility of France which formed the Court : 

44 L'ambition dans l'oifivke, la bafleffe 
cc dans l'orgueil, le defir de s'enriehir fans 
" travail, Taverfion pout la verite, la flatte-* 
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P sie, la trahifon, la perfidie, I'abanddn d« 

P tous fes engagemens, Ie mepris des de* 
" voire du citoyen, la crainte de la vertu du 
* c Prince, Tefperance de fes foibleffes, et, plus 
*' que tout^ela, le ridicule perpetuel jette 
*? fur la vertu, formentje crois, le cara&ere 
•" du plus grand nombre des courtifans*." 
The general alteration of manners which 
Europe has fuftained of late, produced^ in 
the opinion of many of their countrymen, 
a moft ftriking alteration in the character of 
the Noblefle of France. The opportunities 
of diftinguifliing themfelves in the field more 
rarely occurred ; and when they did, it was 
generally in diftant climates, to which thofc 

* Ambition with indolence ; meannefs with pride; 
jclefire of enriching themfelves without labour ; averfion 
for truth ; flattery, perfidy ; contempt for the duty of a 
citizen ; fear ef the virtues of their fovereign, and hope 
from his foibles ; aqd, above all, a continual attempt to 
turn virtue into ridicule, form the character of the ma* 
jority of courtiers, 

of 
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fef the higher rank feldom Hke to go, and 
therefore are not fent. Riches and promo- 
tion at home were obtained by court in- 
trigue more than military merit, or merit of 
any kind ; and the favours of the Crown, 
being too often diftributed by the Princes, 
by their minions and their miftrefles, occa- 
fioned much indignation. Many of the 
Nobleffe, who came from the diftant pro- 
vinces, were treate'd fo fupercilioufly by the 
affiduous and favoured courtiers at Ver- 
failles, that they were greatly difgufted with 
the prefent fyftem, and as ardently defired a 
change in it as any roturier in the nation. 
Many officers of the army, after having 
long ferved abroad, when they came to 
Verfailles, found their fervices forgotten ; 
and the neglect which they experienced 
was rendered more poignant by the atten- 
tion which they faw paid to courtiers, fuch 
as Montefquieu defcribes. 

This accounts for the cold fupport which, 

at 
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at the beginning of the Revolution, the 
King and the court party received from 
fome of the nobility^ and 4. considerable 
number of the officers of the army* 

At th^ fame time the conduft and de- 
portment of the Queen vyere different from 
what long eftablifhed forms di&ated. So 
far from wifliing to imprefs a continual re- 
collection of the diftance between herfelf 
and the courtiers, that diftance was to her 
irkfome. Her natural impreffiops as a Io- 
nian had more influenpe on her condu& f 
than the artificial deportment dittoed to her 
as a Queen, She loved to defcend from the 
throne, that ftie might enjoy the comfort of 
fociety. However neceffary the pomp of 
eticjuett? and the frigidity ofreferve may he 
to high-born dulncfa and infipid vanity, they 
were taftelefs and fatiguing to a beautiful 
and lively woman, infpired with the defire, 
and confeious of the power, of pleafipg. Her 
heart delighted in the confidences of ftfeqd- 

-fliip, 
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ihip, and preferred that ftyle of fociety 
where there was at leaft an appearance of 
equality. She gradually introduced, there- 
fore, a familiarity of intercourfe between 
the King and fubjeft, unknown before aj 
the Court of Verfailles. 

There are people however in every court 
who, being confcious that they can derive 
importance of attention from no fource but 
that of birth, are infinitely obfervant of the 
degrees of rank, and anxious that each indi- 
vidual fhould receive the precife portion of 
refpeft to which birth gives him a claim 5 
but while the various gradations and (hades 
of heraldry were diftin&iy perceived by 
many perfons of this defcription, the 
daughter of Maria Therefa was by birth 
raifed fo high above them all, that to her 
they all feemed on a level. She diftinguiflv- 
ed people by a different criterion-^as they 
feerned to be more or lefs accomplished or 
agreeable j and by this means mortally of* 

. . fended 
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Ifended many illuftrious perfons of both 
fexes, who had no pretenfions of that ha* 
tare* " '. : » 

Thfe' King and Queen not only gavfe 
frequent private entertainments, but accept- 
ed ©f thteift firotn the Princes and other per* 
fons of the court; and each of them had oe* 
bafkmaily parties, without the other being 
invited. The Queen, who was mudh fond- 
er tf fuch entertainments than her huiband* 
had often private tapper*, whh dancing* 
Where deep play was allowed* and where 
the ufual topics of Parifian convention, 
with all the vivacity and freedom df tht 
Parifian focieties, took place. 

This did not exift long without maiig* 
nant interpretation. Thofe who lovtd eti* 
quette, and derived what diftin&fon wat 
ffcewn them from it j thofe who were left 
4Ut of tile Queen's parties j the prudes and 
(Jwnnas of the Court Were ofiended. Had 
tftfc Qtieen been better able to fuppwt th* 

D knguor 
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languor of pomp and the flavery of etiquette, 
the eye of fufpicion would have been lulled 
or kept at a diftance, the tongue of flandf r 
^oyeraw^dj and the gloom of fortuity, 
removing all idea of pleafure, would have 
giveathe Court the appearance ofi 8>0re 
righteoufnefs, by being lefsgay. \ .-> - 
: Ina beautiful, Jptightly, and; unguarded 
jpsman Calumny founds an ;egiy ; pre^j and 
^ffiertv : apd? beiog. united with Sedition^ *hey 
jnaeie a joint attack on the Queen, ! V>ith a 
view nc>t only to iftjure her, but to debafe 
{he King, and vilify royalty itfelf in the eyes 
pf tile people. ! > 

Reports and infintiations of the vikft na- 
ttjtffc were circulated by many who did not 
beUeve them, and believed by manyntore 
pn no bfetter grounds than that: they "Were 
often repeated ; and fhe, who, for the *ea- 
ferns above mentioned, feemed deftiritfd to 
giveJafting peace and profperity *o Frantie, 1 
was, jby jnaBgnity in comjuniftioh with*fedi-^ 
4 [ - don, 
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tiOtt»rJ*p*efented as the eaufe of public mi- 
•Jbtys : and the determined r enemy of the 

Thfcioft'cntatious and far more expensive 
>magmficebce oF Lewis XIV. although per- 
haps it would have been cenfured in Lewis 
XVI. yet could not have raifed more indig- 
n#a£0)*han that fpecies of profusion which 
tjbje lajtter, contrary to his own tafte, per- 
mitted, in compliance with that of thofe 
an&uod him. 

: The magnificent palaces, extenfiVe gar- 
jiens, and numerous retinue, belonging to 
the former, could afford, it may be thought, 
a$r little enjoyment to a peafant or manufac- 
turer in the provinces of France, as the pe- 
'#$$ foupes at Trianon or the bals mafques 
lOfjSt. Cloud ; he might alfo be allured* that 
the one as much as the other was at the 
^expence of his labour and the fweat of his 
brow. Still he had a pride in hearing, that 
his King had finer palaces and gardens than 

D 2 any 



any Kiflg ia Europe ivfafaw. he fylt.raor-? 
tified ia Uearing, that a. pascel qf wort^Icfa 
courtiers were banqueting at his e*penee, 
while, he could with difficulty procure 
browa bread for himfelf and his family*— 
What the Court of Verf&Uks may perhaps 
haf e gained in enjoyment, by the reje&ion 
of etiquette and the introdudion of eafe 
and familiarity, it loft in that admiration* 
which folemnity, GeremGfty* and distance, 
excite in the minds of the people. Objo&a 
in general appear faiiUler, in proportion to 
the diftance at which they are placed j but 
the reverfe is often the cafe, in contemplat- 
ing thofe who are vulgarly called the Great* 
'The de gr^e tp which foroe of then* dwindle, 
when thought nearer and Viewed with pre* 
cifion* is wonderful* 

Son\e of the Princes of the blood, who 

Were not judicious in the choice of their 

companions*, lofing thtin firmeljt friviU&* 

w?ith \ vik participations «oq$fibu$ed gi*C*tly 
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to lower that fenfe of awe and refpedt for 
royalty, which it is of fo much importance 
to prfeferve in all countries whofe govern- 
ment is mbnarchical. 

The expenfive diffipation of the Court, 
and of the Comte d'Artois in particular, has 
been greatly exaggerated ; but although that, 
taken at the highefl calculation, could con-' 
tribute little to the diminution of the public' 
treafure, it contributed more to the public 
difcontent than much deeper fources of ex-* 
pence would have done : a fingle year, for 
c&ample, of an unjuft and unneceflary war 
would have coft the French nation much 
more money; and probably a great deal of 
blood, and yet the Court might have been 
allowed to comihence it, without exciting 
Wir murmurs. 

The part which France took In fupport 

of American independence unqueftionably 

haftenfed the French revolution; In: Amev 

rifca tflapy French officers caught republican 
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fentiments and principles, which at their re- 
turn fpread with the rapidity of a new 
fafliipn all over France, The fentiments 
of loyalty became every day cooler in the 
breafts of Frenchmen j they began to value 
popularity and the huzzas of the mob more 
than the fmiles of the Sovereign ; political 
clubs were eftablifhed as in England ; the 
conduct of Government was canvafled in 
coffee-houfes ; and the Palais Royal, without 
ceafing to be the rendezvous of profligacy, 
became alfo the focus of fedition. . . 

The Cabinet of Verfailles expe&ed, no 
doubt, that, without weakening France, 
the affiftance given to America "would greatly 
impoverifh England. The effect has turned 
out otherwise j that meafure, without- much 
affe&ing the riches of England, has . made 
France foor indeed. . . . 

The abolition of the houfehold troops* of t 
France may alfo be reckoned amoogrthe re- : 
mote caufes of the revolution. The. Crowrv 

waa. 
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was by that m^fure deprived at once of ; a 
grqat fupport and a considerable faurce of 
fplendour. It is abfurd to imagine, that the 
people can abftrad the irapreffion made on 
their minds by the magnificence which they 
are acpuftorried to fee accompany their King, - 
frqm wh^t.they owe to his rank and perfo- 
m^g&Uyes: diminifh the firft, and they 
will thinfc . more flighungly of the two 
Others. This ill-judged reform, therefore, 
while it leflened the veneration of the fubr 
jf dts , fpr their Sovereign, over/pread the : 
provinces with difcontented gentlemen, and / 
cgnver^ed thofe whp-^t Verfa^s would 
l^ve^roiparaefl fubmiflKve fejvants, ,UH». : 
acrimonious cenfiurers,. at; Paris j >_..., ^ 
It.ia in^offible.&r any. government 7&0 
f^portritfelf Iqng^pr^ great majority :: pf 
the governed are of opinion, that; it is : un^ 
ji^fe *jq4 opp^lgye,-.apd wi(h fw an. altera* < 

ti*>P» t Mss.1 ;. .-.■.■.'• - ' .• 

* j Tfci? >qB^ipnhftd ; g^iwJ,fo inuch among. ? 

D 4 people 



( 4* V 
people of all condition* in Franee, wkh 

refpe& to their government, that it Would 
have been wife \n the adminiftration to kave 
acquiefeed in the wiihes of the people, by 
forming fome moderate and prudent plan of 
refer mation. Some things, for example, 
which bad been thought proper arid becom- 
ing at the time they were eiUbtt&ed, but 
by a change of manners and other circurn- 
(lances wero now confidered m ridiculous, 
oppreffive* and odious, might have been 
abolifhed gradually, with fuch effieaey- a$ 
entirely to preclude, or greatly diminish, the 
probability of any of tltoferajpid and violent 
rW61uti6ii^i which are never effe&ed with* 
put bloodfhed and* irrjufttce. 
°But tftfe meafure of abofifhing the houfe- 
htrtd troops, and : thereby io , confiderably 
kffening the : ipfluence and c obfcuring the 
lnft*e of the CJrown, feems fo violent, that 
it is difficult to conceive how it could have 
{>eeh adopted by any ^nlnifter, however fond 
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ofpubiie freedom* who was at dfeitae 
time a friend to monarchy in France* 

The i&trodtt£tktt of the German cuftom 
*rf punifhing the foktters by blows, as it 
difguftcd the men, and led to that defo&iou 
which afterwards appeared in the troops* 
haa aHb been thought M have contributed 
to the revolution. This kind of pimifli* 
ment certainly occafioned great defertion 
when firft introduced, not only among the 
private foldier g, but alfo among the ferje*Qt| 
and corporals j for it was thought debating 
to thofe who were ordered to infli& it, na 
well as to thofe on whom it was inflUftcd, 
Punifhment is peculiarly nectflary to keep 
thofe vtrho have arms in their hand* h» due : 
order and obedience ; but when permitted tor 
be arbitrarily infii&ed by men often uadsr . 
the influence of paffion, it cannot appear fo 
juft, not have fo good an effeft, as whm 
appointed by a cool and impartial court 
jnartiaK 

One 
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One would naturally imagine, that H» 
pra&ice of caning has a tendency to break, 
the fpirits of foldiers, and to make them 
think roeaoly of w their profefliori; and, 
it caixMrdly bcAdnoeived, that to keep, 
men's minds under the continual impr^ffion 
of fear is a ; likely means of infpiripg thorn 
wkh^courage, Bnt we have been told 
with -peculiar etnphafis of late* that what, 
feems excellent in theory is abfiird iaprac* 
tide ; and that many things whichJare vety 
horrid to the mind to contemplate before-: 
hand, are, notwithstanding, very advan- 
tageous when put in practice* iFrom the- 
frequent repetition of this obfervation, and 
the nfcamier in which it is applied, one 
would almoft fufpe£t,that the following aire > 
Hiearit to be recommended as axioms ; 

i.Wa dfcight to avoid every new mea- 
fifte whifch* to our feeble and circumferibfed 
uiiderftandings, ieenas likely., tc^ produce ,a . 
good effed:. , \ 

: - . 2. Although • 
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*2* Although a meafure, from apparent ab- 
furdky and the cruelty requifite in the exe- 
cution, revolts at once the head and the 
heart, it is not rafhly to be rejeded on tbat: 
account, as -it may be attended with confi- 
4«able advantages nothwithftindiag. 

3 • With regard to the practice of caping 
fo|diers, as it has been of late entirely banifh- 
ed from the French armies, that circum- 
ftauce is fufficicnt of itfelf to determine a 
pju^ent and humane general to adopt it, 
and, Qfder the foldiers to be caned with more 
2eal than ever, that he may not be accufed 
of iinitatmg the French. 

r The fame train pf reafoning goes to 
prove, tjiat A the patriotifm which a&uated 
many Frenchmen at the beginning of the 
revolution ? and the efforts they made to re- 
fprm abufes and obtain, a free conftitution, 
having failed of fuccefs, ought to ferve as a * 
warning to mankind Dgver to pxake a fimi- 
lar attempt agaiji ; but rather to combine in ^ 

eftabliQiiag 



( 44 ) 
cftabliihing defpotie governments of Her* 
colean force to crufli the hydra of demo- 
cracy wherever fhe tries to rear her favage 
beads. And as the fpirit of freedom ih 
France has been perverted to the mod wick- 
ed purpafe6, by a fet of the moft abomi^ 
npble men that ever the earth produced, 
therefore the fpirit of paffive obedience and- 
fkvi/h fubmiffion fhould alone he cheriflied 
in every country, and honoured by every 
government, for the tranquillity of the hu- 
man race. And, completely to fecure the 
peace and profperity of the governing pow-r 
cr in all nations, which is the chief objeA 
of government, it would be expedient to 
grant' it the power, in times of alarm, ta. 
tfblige all fufpe&ed perfons to wear fetters, 
fince nobody can deny the wifdorn and jus- 
tice of putting madmen and murderers in 
chains. 

fc Another circumftance which had confide* 
rable influence in haftening, and much Aiore 

in 
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jq pervmlagythe^volutibn& France, *ras 
Ua^ fixing oaVcrfaftles as the place far the 
Stftt€^G$$eral to meet at. Although it was 
impoffible to forefee all the mifchief which 
\xw arifen from, thit mcafi^re, it might nan 
turally have occurred, that an Aflfembly 
which* it was fiippofed, was to a& wfch 
freedom *pd. independence, would havft 
been placed wit4i paore propriety at a greater 
diftauce from the populous and turbulent 
<jity of Pa* is* 

This i$ fo evident* that many have 
thought it could not efcaps M. Necker } yet 
he firft advifed the King to convoke the 
Afiea&biy at Paris* and did not propofe Ver^ 
faiHes, until he found the King and the Mi- 
nifter& positively againft that meafure j and 
as.it is not eafy to affign a good reafon for 
this, it has been imputed to fcl- NeckerV 
fondnefs for popular applaufe, and to his ' 
thinking, that the more evident his popu* 
larity was, the greater would be his influence' 

with 
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*wth the Aflfembly. He little thtfdght, 
that the very fcheiae which he formed for 
the augmentation of his own influence wafr, 
in a fliort tiiiie, to be a principal caufe; of 
the annihilaticrn, not oitly of his influencfe, 
butofthe influence of reafolij jtrftice, and 
humanity, and of fubjugating the National 
Affembly, and the nation itfelf, td the moft 
dreadful tyranny that ev<ir oppreffed mai>- 
khid, - - 

It may be thought improper to mention 
the arbitrary nature of the French govern- 
ment as a caufe of the revolution, becaufe 
it faas fubfifted many year$, and 'becaufe it 
fubiifts ft ill in other countries where no re- 
volution has taken place; but that may 
prove a powerful caufe in certain fituations,- 
which worfld have remained inactive in 
others ; in no other nation do the circum-* 
fiances above enumerated occur in addition* 
to their arbitrary government, nor did they 
ever before occur in France* 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps all tftofe caufes together would 
not have produced the revolution, without 
the calling- together 6f the States General; 
and notwithftanding the greatnefs of the 
def&ft, it 1* the opinioft o£fothe, that this 
meafure might have been eluded. However 
that may be, the diforder in the French 
^finances was fo great, fome time before the 
year 1789, that the imposition of very cbn- 
(iderable additional taxes was thought the 
only effe&ual remedy; but as tlae pebple 
thought themfelves already overloaded, and 
were in a ftate of mutinous difconteht, the 
application bf this remedy required pru- 
dence and'delicacy* 



CHAP. 
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IT >adfce#n< l<pngthe ufagefor thePadia* 
. me«t ; of France to regifter every new 
impofition* The tax wa» 2&4eed ; aot «o% 
fidered legally the people, ,tHl the regiftrsU 
tion had tafcen place ; and iftfometimes b*#* 
pened, thatj lnftcad 6f obeyShg the- ed&l 
the Parliament made a Femonftraa<;e,.>pd[nt- 
fog out the hardship or impropriety afetfce " 
tax, and praying the King towoaiidorxn: 
^rithdraw it. 2 

So 
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Sd much the Kings bf France theittfehtel 
admitted that the Parliament had a right to 
do ; but having made the remonftrance* it 
Was infifted that the parliamentary fun&ion 
was completed, and it remained with the 
King to give what weight to it he pleafed. 
If he ftill infifted on the tax, it was then 
the duty, of the Parliament to rcgifter with* 
out farther refinance, on a letter from the 
King, called Lettre de Juffion, being ad* 
drefled to them. 

The friends of prerogative aflerted, that 
this regiftration of taxes was a mere mat- 
ter of form, and that the King's edift 
gave them all their efficacy* independent of 
that ceremony ; whereas others contended, 
that no tax could be legally levied tiB it 
had received the fan&ioA of Parliament. 

Thefpkit of Whig and Tory had this 
extent and no more in France, before the 
American war ; but foon after that period 

£ the 
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*te ; fftt& ofsh* firft becauw much' #ore fcr- 
deitf attf encroaching. _ 
- Iaztim^a.of dMficritjv vh«a. new ,taxe$ 
ware abfcrfutely neceiftry, aod yestniniftsip 
asseraLafraid to impels them, it had >gp 
sbdtnis occasions been, found secefiksy <t# 
fctmraon/ the StaiefrGenfirat (te$JLwsG$* 
ncraux), and leave it, to then* to jpct&l otft 
thb peppered, ibethod of impofing a&d lev/* 
ing the aeceflary taxes. 
4 JLes Etats Generaux are an aflciobly am* 
fif^tog of deputies from the three orders of 
citizens in France — namely die Nobility, 
the Clergy, and the Tiers Etat^ the.laft im- 
plies all the citizens of Erasure . who «r 
aeither cf the nobility hor clergy. . ,*- 
, 1 . The meafure of fummoniag the Statei- 
General was much talked of at theitimt 
when M. de ~ Gaioone was x:oatroBeri ge- 
iierat of the Anances ; but at required much 
prudence and circumfpe&ion. on ids part, 
:■-: 7 * before 
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before he decked Ji?w to a<3 ia the prefect 
fircumftance** • 

*• When moderate reforms only are re- 
paired in a government with which tin 
people in general are >vell fetisfied, the 
footer they are made the better ; becaufe 
ttoey pretent the pxogref? of difconteat, and - 
Biay he made without ri£k : but when, gnpat 
abtifeshave takpn place, when the people 
are highly difcontented, and demand im* 
port^t changes, at the very time that 
there : is a neceffity to impofe jjcw taxety it 
is .difficult to know how to proceed. 

To attempt the impofition of taxes, with- 
out firft agreeing to the reformation reqmir* 
cd, may drive the people to reftftaooQ 
-TjO yield, entirely to the. requisitions of 
ibe people, may; he confidered by them a$ 
a j>roof of weaknefs in the government, 
and encourage them to rife and go beyond 
reafonablc bounds in their demands. 
- If it is attempted to make reformation 
£ 2 and 



tttd tafcatiotf ga hand inhafid, by cbmmbt 
ting both to the coofideratkm.of a gjeocrrf 
aflembly of the States, k may be difficult 
afterwards' to take the inanagement of tfe£ 
public aflahrsofot of the hand* pf fueh : «* 
iffetnbly; delegated by the nation at Urgfe* 
becaufc a number of men convened for Ak& 
& $or£ofe -naturally create courage, 2j$4 
iotnmoaicate a fpirh 6f entetprfcfe to^»<|>i 
other; and, in & country /wherie miroy^op- 
pre&ve ; privileges and invidious dsftindktts, 
«tfn ofottvrotdt abufes,.exift, the intended 
^formation nla jF very : paffibly : tura but ** 
^ohafon. *: : - \ ;-; ::•?): - A ;: ::■.-..& 
^~S4. deCalOnhe fteto$;toe*ave been aware 
$f tftU jatul dterefore, hoover foiickoua/ be 
*4ight'be ttf: svokL the odium of new and 
heavy impofitions, he alfo wifhedtto iehifle 
the catting* the States-General, by addjfting 
a Ifefs formidable expedientl 1 ; . ■ '*• 

It was an? eftabliihed • r jprlSanBL >in Praacr, 
for every municipality to dteflb & janrabne. *f 
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ks nroft ttfptfta&le ckizen^ whp, .on ««> 

&*#tfiinary a^%i^isaiit^>bcafioo$^ being 

jttiaed to tb^ common and ufual countil, 

becatae the general aflembly pf the raunidt" 

paltry, T^ife tail additional body was call* 

W* the body <rf Notables. It baa KkcwHe 

fceefe cuftomary for the Kings of Franefj, 

ea certain emergencies! to fdmmon tbofe of 

their tfubje&s 'of \*hofe judgment tbty bad 

*-* geod opinion, and conduit with then* 

Thefe tnea, while their political furiftion 

*<>mi^ued, W^realfo called Notables. Tke 

%iaft ^ffeotial difference between fueh an 

aflembly and the aflembly of the >Sutet~G*> 

tierai faems-to be, that the latter is entirely 

chofen by the King; wherea* the farmer i* 

'appointed, under particular regulafijfcpft* by 

*4he people* ■ •■ 

:i';.'$fi. de ' Calonne determined ; to fommon 

an aflembly of Notables, in the expectation 

that i council fiimmoned in the King's 

'name, andele&ed by himfctf, would re* 

tr . E3 dily 
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&y app?e*€ of th* plans whi«h ht i$te»d*$l 

toky before them j and aa panrt of tfo?fe,plfliw 

*cre of a popular nature* he imagined tfeejp 

WfluW render him popular alfo. The effe# 

WW tl|* wnratfe; fc? people wh$| are pre r 

judiccd againftany jH?rfon fire more apt tq 

conceive. *a ill opinion of a good propofaV 

on acQOunit of the propofer, than a go$4 

gpfctoa of the propofer oa account .of th* 

proportion. . < 

4 The principal tax propofed by him was 

the Timbre or Stamp Tax, which it was 

/thought would have produced about thirty 

-millions of livres annually. .. : 

, Many of hia other operations would have 

been chiefly at the expence of the Clergy— r 

which, drew upon him the hatred of that 

body, without procuring him the, love of 

the reft, of the nation. His propofed regth* 

latinos were moftly diteOed againft. the eo 

tiefoftieal-droits feigneuriaux hooorifiques 5 

* th«|r right of appointing judges, the 

rights 
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rights tefpedflig fiftingaiMl hiMthig, aad* 
feme others equally mtoctmcGtei with th* 

functions of clergymen. Akboogh thefcr 
produced but a finaB revenue, while is 
the hands of ecckfiaftics, who, on account 
of their not reading on their benefices, ccuH 
not reap the full advantage of them, yet the 
dterits honorifiques were purchafed at a great 
. price by the gentlemen of the country, who 
were all ambitious of becoming feignenrs. 
Many people faw no injuftice,- but great 
propriety, in divefting the clergy of rights 
fo foreign from their profefSon. The in- 
difference with which men fee tie rights cf 
others invaded, often forms a ftrccg contrail 
with -their lenfibility when the leaft attack" 
is made on their own. Manv of the kit v 
on this occafion infilled on the impropriety 
and injuftice of the original grant, but kid 
no ftrefs on the hardflsip of taking frcra 
men what they had poflefled for "ages. The 
Clergy on the other hand exclaimed again ft 
the impiety of robbing the Church, and 

E 4 the 
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4fet ialqiflty df~ftrippiftg meft of rights 
•♦4ri*kwrt^5P*-h*Te long eojoycd f but left 
Entirely' i&ut of tihe argument the abfuwHfy 
-ofc^r 'granting them fuck rights. Had 
the men's fftiraiions been reverfed, their « 
»«ifoni^g would have undergone the fame 
'tfhaftgfc - 

■- -By ike- alienation of thofe privileges 
fo ufdfcfa te the clergy, the government 
would,* as I am affured, have gained an 
yearly revenue pf foiiriqr firp huirdrcd 
fhoufand. pounds fterUng, . The number 
. of clergy it that time in France was f»pr 
*£ : digious, as , the following, calculation . will 

r {hew; Fprty«Jive tjprfaptf: curls ; the fett^ 

; tt^mter. of wears; cathedral aod cpUegiftt? 
; canons, ppqiprefeending: the, .grap4 ykars, 
jfteta thoij&nd | poftyUnt^^nd e^eO^s, 
;|:en thquffin4j oid tnenjefixtd frofni^he 
- duties pf tjM&r prpfefiwn^ ifcree thpyfa&i ; 
* making in all ope hu^cfjed afid qighlfpri 
^houfand wnj; to w^icH number jpuqscfce 
^^added, fqfty tbpu^tnd giof$;6, and about 

£t \ .\ . twenty-five 

*• * 
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4w^ty^e thovXaad Auns: T in -ail 
♦hundred wd^^^hree»^qu&Q4;P)l^^ 
e^plpy^exqlulivei^^a the duties of fdi- 
; SWP* wA { iuppqrted by doOatioUs otyflg- 
-pf& kinds ^t the public expcnCe. . > 
. v it is curious to obfgrve how*Se&s fcpit- 
times change into caufes, which prodtfce 
r^f^^fieds of a aature diametrically oppo- 
T fee to what firft produced themfeives. . 
r. A fervent ze»l for religion, no doubt, 
was the caufe of the vaft accumulation of 

* Wealth belonging to the church in France ; 
*qd the ample pro vifion made for ecclefiaf- 

* tics of all ctenojnifKUions, ^^&th« caufe of 
-the vaft number that we*e of that pro- 

fefikw: icul there «m be attache doubt 

ttat this great' numbers of *<Sflfefiaftics, with 

**fct px^fiificm of revalue for their iiie, 

^ toiftributetf gfcfctijr tt> the prejudice which 

iflok plice againft the clergy, and which 

~ fcatf ended in 4 cooinefr ahd ncgleft, iiot 

-*>tttp*£ them but bf the ifeHgfon they teach, 

* : <-£very poflifele cBbtt w$s\inade by the 

* T " ' clergy 
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oktgy to twcn M.~dc Galonne frdm his plan 
of attack upon them ; but as he perfevered, 
the animofity of that body againft him aug- 
mented every hour, and at length came to 
that degree, that none of them went to hU 
houfe* Among the other extraordinary 
thing*> therefore, to be feen in France at this 
. period, one was, the levee of a Minifter 
without a fingle ecclefiaftic attending it. 

The i^rchbifliop of Touloufe had long in-, 
dulged the defire of being Minifter. His ; 
hopes of fuccefs were chiefly founded on 
the prote&ion fhewn.to him by the Queen* 
He had hitherto been difappointed, how* 
ever, by the fmall eftimation in which the 
King held hi* talents and chara&er. 

The Abbe de Vermon was a creature of 
the Archbifhop of Touloufe. He had for* 
merly been at Vienna, and, at the recom* 
mendation of the Archbifhop of Touloufe, 
had been one of the Queen's inftru&ors b<£ 
f&re (he left that court, and had retained a 
confiderable (hare of her. confidence. It 

. was 
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was through the Abbe Vermont that the 
Archbifhop had acquired the Queen sia^ 
vottr. The fame Abbe had always kept 
the Archbifhop in hopes of fucceeding in 
obtaining the iitfoation of Minifter, and now 
aflured him that nothing could fo much fa* 
vour his ambition as the -difgrace of M. d4 
Cafonnei He reprefented this as k fortu- 
nate moment for the accbmplifhment of hli 
wifhes ; for the King, who was known to 
have a ftrong defire to app*afe the irritated 
iriinds of the clergy, could find no more 
confpicuous opportunity than by choofing 
a'diftinguifhed member of that order as fue- . 
ceflbr to their enemy. To this he added, 
that the great reputation of the Archbifhop 
as a man of talents and a ftatefman, his 
weight in the Aflembly of the Notables, 
with the prote&ion of the Queen, would 
fecure to hifti the fituation he wifhed for in 
iJie adminiftration, as foon as M, de Calonne 
(hould be difmifled ; and therefore all means 

fhould 
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ftomld be taken to incline tJie Rtng to flAt 
meafijre, whenever *• any^^jpretext HBftmll 
©fier» •'- -"-• • >- ,:, * ,; -3..-- - : -' -^ »"* 

: M/deCalonne imprudently furttft^I 
OfM himfelf fotfn '■; after ; fer having fftt* 
Setve^ -that the debates of flte Aflemfffy" 
made a great imprefBon onthfcpiibKc mlii2^ 
and hurt tha public credit/ he- eatifetFaf me- 
morial to b«! pUbiifl^d in the King's name; 
kntf circulated ^ith mucftprofufic/n, aff&i£ 
Sag that H was hot true that the thajbritydf 
the committees of the Aflfatebly oFNotabfe* 
tefofed the -demands of the King j that ^rhe 
tteee^ry-previouj r eHfcuffiohs- on thofe d$ 
mande, width. had taken ^kcearid rW26fe 
tinued, ought- not to be considered as^i 
refufat; and that- k wa$' evident, that the 
Aflem'bly Intended ahftbft iKianihwurff to 
*dbbttfte principal demands ofhis tyfgjellyr 
. This afferuon, which tvas not literally 
exad, and which it wafe improper to -pub* 
JHh, # ft had been c*er fo much to bi?-ex- 
: . ... peded, 



ft&eg, off<^d«4jtfee majority of the Aflem* 
fctyya&d pyodf^,4 violeat #)^d)oup «^giaiflft 
M. de Calonne^ which being afliftcd bj$ tike 
Qge?^, -land; by, : t-h« KingV auntt, Whole 
pfcty made them take., part agtidft bin>, M 
die ,<ij|8tny of the clergy, ajt lafc -the King 
dejetffiined tQ<4U<mft hiqa. • >;.■ ~r 

_. ThcArc^Uihop of Jouiou/c ^raa ntmod 
]^iflerj| but, to-faveitho-odmiri which 
^pttfd accompany hi* taktpg. the ideatfad 
place-of the perfqa lie had y^d^ined, h« 
had aaothec tappeimed to the p§<c tf 
£onq©Uer ©fjhe^fk^iwwi !*torf*rJStfn!l<ri 
$g 4v»tjr «n4ep,%if}djre4^j^.f»r^3ft tfe 
olier Miniilca did ;,ihs King} for>th*t pw- 
jofe, haviiTg r «)n|arred on. the Archbifhop 
the title, of P«^gal,.Mi!4lter.f . 
: ,lijf Jr dcCaUM^<; thu« dt%P*ccd at Court, 
ah^oa)«d b5»^h# : Aifenbly cf> the Notables, 
*nd-iHPpop^ar ; ifV tbfe nation r quitted Fiance 
firtltpffagft^ndr-ilxdl^iJatiQtoi-v- ; - <, ' ;;;:. 
; z £he ..4flhf!>bjy: jtf«tf- two food after <fif5 
}w*l n ' folved; 
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Iblve^l but : the effete yihkh At mwfcjig 
f£tfeit A$emb$y.hii4 .prpc&tfi«l were ootiit 
«fily ef&c£k * During: thefr conti©i#tocc£ 
the general tpppca of cofwerfttyoa all av*s 
f raB^ce were very different fjsom what th^ 
vied to he. The , imna?pfity of the *le6eit£ 
the prodigality of the Court, otjie diti*&ga4 
ftate of the kingdom, were the, pteraiHng 
fubje&s of difcufltou in all cpmf>auies, and 
were treated with equal warmth aad nearly 
equal volubility by both &xes* . vt , i 

The Abb£ dc Vennoa and ofcbccs had 
lamented thefe ir^cceafmg evils,, and hml ini 
4lCftted the adadLOiftration of ;the Archfc&flh»ft 
as the remedy. The remedy did not prou 
equal to the difcafd The ixew MinUkq 
condemned fome of the meafurts of his pucM 
deceflbr, &hd fo far the public wedt with 
him* he propofed others to fiapply^twap 
place, but they proved as unpalatable as the 
former, Inftead' of regiftering the decrees 
for his taxes, the Parliament of Paris remon- 

ftrated 
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fitfatad a^inft-tfeeou The cry. .for &e 
tffeqdbiiag^ of ibe States General became 
Jouder and more general ; and people talked 
with more boldnds than .ever. If the gpm 
venuftodt* faid they, cannot diipoafe with 
frtSx :i"nccaurs from the people, neither 
ougljt it to <Ufponfe with a&ing them from 
tkofewbo, being delegated by tbe'natiod, 
bane the foie right to grant them* 
v i The .Notables* previous to their diflolu* 
tion f had recommended a land and a Aamp 
tax* the cdiifis f or which v^erc fett fp. the 
Parliament to be enregiftefed* A& it t*** 
fptdfamtbaL^ averfil 

tcrth? &&, which; wa* to be an -equal im* 
$9$ aifectifig thode of it* own members* 
Wjfeo had been fritherta exempted as ^rt of 
^^pbkffe*, extraordinary meafargs were 
tljSWgt« expedient. ., 

With, a view pf ifcikflag awe and pro4tff 
cing fubmiffion, by a difplay of pageaptry 

inter* 
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Intermingled with mifeary pfcrade, the Ml* 
nifter prevailed on the King to fummon a 
bed of juftiee. 

This meafure would have had a better 
chance of being fuccefsful before the fitting 
of the /Notables. : The difcuffions that had 
taken place during thofe fittings, had heat-* 
ed the public mind and rendered the people 
more daring. The Parifians (hewed more 
hidignatfcm than terror at the military force 
which attended the King to the Parliament* 
Monfieur, the King's elder brother, though 
of that ferrous and referved chara&er which 
is generally fo much difliked in France, was 
received with applaufe by the people, be* 
caufe he had declared himfelf againft M. de 
Calonne. The Count d' Artois, whofe difpo- 
fition and manners had more affinity with 
the national character, was infulted by them,' 
becaufe he had been eonfidered as his pro 
teSor. 

It 
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It was expeftai: that the * Pariiaifceii* 
VouW not hare the boldnefe to difobey the 
King's orders pronounced by his own lips. 
To advife his Majefty to rilk the expert 
raeitf* however, was no proof of the Mint 
fter's prudence. 

The Parliament* driven to the alternative 
of difobsying the King or provoking the 
People, chafe the former. This circum- 
ftahce alone proves, that die revolution 
was already wonderfully advanced* «j\&er 
having for ages exercifed the right of &n&t 
tioning taxes, and having maintained the 
doctrine that this right belonged to thettt 
ticelufively, the Parliament now declared* 
that they had not the power of regiftering 
taxes which were n6t confented to by the 
nation ; and humbly demanded the fpeedjf 
affembliag of the States-GeneraL 

This unexpected declaration difconcerted 
the Court, and threw the. Parifians into 
ttanfports of joy. 

I It 
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It was imagined that nothing could hate 
rendered the Parliament more popular than 
this declaration. The Minifter proved that 
this was a miftake j for he at once brought 
a great degree of odium on the Court, and 
raifed the popularity of the Parliament ftill 
higher than it was before, by prevailing on 
the King to banifli them to Troyes. 

Popularity in France is more flu&uating 
and of ihorter duration than in any other 
country. That of the Parliament of Paris 
was very fhort-lived j it was extinguifhed 
by their doing in exile what they had re- 
- fufed in the capital. They were prevailed 
on to regifter a tax, and foon after returned 
to Paris. 

A loan was propofed by the Minifter, 
and approved of by feveral members of the 
Parliament, This meafure was to be de- 
creed in the King's prefence. The Duke 
of Orleans protefted againft fomc proceed- 
ings on this occafion. 

It 
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" ' It was a new thing in France for a Prince 
fef the blood, not iti aftual rebellion nor at 
the head of an army, to oppofe the will of 
the Sovereign. By fome this condu& was 
imputed to confcientious motives, and by 
others to criminal ambition. Mod probably 
it proceeded from neither. The Duke had 
been iftfengland, where he acquired a violent 
tafte for the dreft and fome of the amufe- 
ments of that country, particularly that of 
hotfe-raclng, in which he obtained fome 
knowledge, and was thought to have con- 
Verted it to his advantage at his return to 
Frdrice. He had alfo been delighted with 
the oppofitiori octafionally exhibited in the 
Britilh Parliament to the meafures of Go- 
vernment; and his vanity was flattered 
with the idea of tranfmifting this pradtlce, 
tvith other novelties, to France j thinking 
that, during the prefent tide of popular opi* 
nion, he might with perfonal fafety lead 
that fafhion. 

F* The 
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The Dake of Orleans, however, was 
banifhed to one of his eftates near Paris ; 
and two counfellors of the Parliament, who 
had fpoken in fupport of his proteft, were 
feized, and fent to feparate prifons. 

After the declaration which the Parliament 
of Paris had made, there was very fmall 
probability that the public would be fetis-r 
lied without the affembling of the . States, 
The Court, however, was exceedingly 
averfe to this meafure, and ufed every de- 
vice to evade it ; but it was not likely that 
what had been attempted in vain under the 
direction of M. de Calonne, in times of left 
turbulency, would be aecompliflied at the 
prefent moment by a Minifter of lefs fhrewd- 
nefs and capacity. It was not in the power 
of the Court to fharpen his wit, or enlarge 
his capacity ; but what was poflibie to do 
was done for him. The Archbifhop l of 
Touloufe was declared Principal Minifter ; 
arid encouraged by this new dignity, he 

formed 
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Formed a fcheme which he hoped would 
v enable the Government to difpenfe with 
the Parliament as well as the States-Ge- 
neral. 

This fcheme was to eftablifh a number 
of courts of juftice in France, and at the 
fame time to create a grand court under the 
title of Cour plenicre y all the members of 
which were to be named by the Crown ; 
and the exprefs purpofe of this laft court 
was to enregifter the King's edi£ts. 
' The edi£t ordaining this important in- 
novation, with fome others, was printed at 
Verfailles ; the whole being intended to be 
kept fecret, until it fliould be laid before the 
different Parliaments at the fame moment 
in the beginning of May, 

There is no queftion that, if this fcheme 
had been fubmitted to, it muft have had the 
effect propofed. The credit of defeating it 
has been generally attributed to M. d'Efpre- 
menilj a member of the Parliament of Paris, 
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who had the addrefs to procure a eopy of 
the intended edi&s, which he immediately 
communicated to that body, among whom 
they excited great indignation and the fpirifi 
of refiftance. It feems exceedingly probable, 
however, that they would hare excited the 
fame indignation and as effectual a refift- 
ance as foon as they appeared, although the 
publication had not taken place until the 
time fixed on by the Minifter. I cannot 
give the fame importance-, therefore, tha* 
fome have done, to M. d'Efpremenil's difco-? 
very ; nor do I think the policy of keeping 
the projeft fecret, wonderfully profound: 
for before the copy of the edidts was ob-» 
tained, it was known that a paper was 
printing by orders of the Adminiftration at 
Vcrfaillcs, inftead of being printed at the 
ufual prefs at Paris ; ' that fentries were. 
placed in the printing-houfe, to prevent 
thofe employed from converting with any 
other perfons, Thpfe circumftances, with 

She 
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the myftenous condu<ft of Minifters, could 
not fail to create a prejudice againft the 
edi&s, before the nature of them could be 
known. . Men are ufually more afraid of 
obje&s in the dark than in the light. Or* 
donnances, concealed with fo much care, 
created, it is probable, more terror than if 
they had been publifhed in the ufual way 
without any air of myftery or concealment. 
Violent harangues were pronounced in 
the Parliament againft thofe edi&s, and 
ftronger infinuations were rifted againft 
the condu<3; of the Minifter, than had been 
heard in that Affembly fince the days of 
the Fronde. 

M. d'Efpremenil became the peculiar 
object of minifterial refentment, for hav- 
ing brought the projeS to light a little 
fooner than was intended. A lettre de 
cachet was iflued againft him ; he efcaped 
from the exempt, and took refuge in the 
Parliament, which immediately decreed 
F 4 that 
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that he was under the fafeguard of the 
King and of the Law ; and at the fame 
time fent a deputation of their members 
to Verfailles, with a petition to the Ring 
in favour of D'Efpremenil, and another 
member of their body againft whom an 
order of arreft had been alfo , iffued. It 
was decreed at the fame time, that the 
Court fhould continue their fitting until 
the deputation, which confifted of the 
Firft Prefident and four Counfellors, fhould 
return. 

They arrived at Verfailles at feven in the 
evening ; at midnight they were given to 
underftand, that they could not be received 
by his Majefty. And the next day a body 
of troops furrounded the hall of Parliament, 
and no perfon was allowed to enter or go 
out. At eleven in the morning, an officer 
who commanded the troops entered, and 
required that M, d'Efpremenil fhould be 
delivered up to him. The wljole Court, 
6 anfweretf 
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janfwered one of the members, is compofed 
©f Efprememfe. 

The officer not knowing how to proceed 
in circumftances fo new and fo delicate, 
retired, and fent a meflage for frefh orders. 
, In this ftate things remained for the fpace 
of twelve hours, the Parliament furrounded 
with troops, while a vaft concourfe of the 
inhabitants of Paris viewed the fcene with 
indignation, and might, by the flighted in- 
cident, have been provoked to attack the 
troops, and begun a fcene of mutual blood- 
shed and flaughter, 

This was prevented by the prudence 
of M. d'Efpremenil and his friend ; who. 
feeing there was a determination in the 
Minifter to feize them, delivered themfelves 
into the hands of the officer,; and one was 
carried to the ftate prifon in the ifle of £>t. 
Marguerite j the other, M. Monfabert, to 
that of Pierre-Encife. 

This opeqi rupture between the Court 

and 
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and the Parliament, while it tended to 
weaken the influence of each, foftered a 
third power which had not hitherto been 
properly attended to by either, and haft 
finally proved the deftru&ion of both* 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

JDifcontents — Parliament remonflrates-~-Cour 
Pleniere — Bed of Jujlice at Verfailks-— 
Members of the Parliament of Parts pro* 
tejl — Certain Peers addrefs the King — 
Mild Anfwer of the King — Other Courts 
imitate the 'Example of the Parliament of 
Paris — The Minijier refigns — Inftances *of 
m Bigotry and P erf ect4tion-*-Reflefl ions. 

TTN the prefent difpofition of the public, 
■*• nothing could be more imprudent than 
giving a fpe&acle fo likely to roufe indigo 
nation, as the fight of two Magiftrates in 
their robes carried through the ftreets by* a 
military force $ and that it paffed without 
bloodfhed before' the eyes of a multitude* of 
exafperated frenchmen is ijqt the lead ex- 
traordinary circumftance. 

But what feemed to have been prevented, 
* 8 as 
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as if by miracle, on this remarkable occa- 
fion, was threatened on many trifling oc- 
currences afterwards. The hatred againft 
the Archbifhop was fo great, that his name 
could not be mentioned, nor any thing that 
could be conftrained into an allufion to 
him uttered, without exciting fymptoms 
*>f fury againft him. 

The tragedy of Athalie was advertifed at 
the Comedie Francoife; It is a religious 
piece j and many were furprifed to find the 
houfe crowded ; but they underftood the 
reafon when they recolle&ed, that there is a 
wicked prieft, who is alfo a favourite at 
court, among the dramatis perfonae, and 
when they obferved in what manner the 
following verfes which he pronounces w r ete 
applied by the audience : 
Qu'importe qu'au hazard un fang vil foit verfe ? 
Eft-ce aux Rois^ garder cette lente juftice ? 
Leur furete fouvent ^depend d'un prompt fupplice, 
Jl'allons point les gener d ? un (bin embarraflant. 
Pes cju'on leur £& fuipe£r ? on n ? eft plus ijjriocent. 
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To this it is anfwered, 

He quoi, Mathan ? Dun pretre eft-cela le langage ? 

And the whole houfe refounded with ap- 
plaufe, which was followed by many curfes 
direfted againft Mathan ; and nobody mif- 
took who was meant by Mathan. 

The Parliament, encouraged by the fpirit 
which the people difplayed not only at 
Paris but all over the kingdom, fo far from 
being intimidated by the violent fteps taken 
againft them by the Court, manifefted 
more courage than ever. They prepared 
a remonflrance to the King, on the violence 
of invading the feat of juftice with armed 
men, the tyranny exercifed in the feizurc 
of two of their members, and the refufal of 
receiving their deputation. They proceed 
to ftate their apprehenfions of a defign of 
overthrowing the ejlabltfhed conftitution, in 
fiich terms as convey an idea, that France 
was poflefled of a very free and excellent 
form of government; for they infinuate 

that 
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that there has exifted, ever fince the yeaf 
•1771, a plan to overturn it, and introduce 
an arbitrary government in its (lead ; but 
that the King's authority would be refpe<3>- 
cd only in proportion to its being regulated 
by law and equity. 

The Parliament were much to be praifed 
for doing all they could to obtain freedom 
. to their country ; but if they required no 
more than fhe poflefled in the year 1771, 
their demand was certainly too moderate* 
If the Parliament imagined, that ftoutiy 
aflerting that the government had been for* 
merly free would contribute to its being in 
future what they declared it to have for- 
merly been, the aflertion was one of the 
•mod excufable, not to fay laudable* devia- 
tions from truth, that ever was made by^ % 
body of men. 

The Minifter, in the mean time, pro- 
ceeded in his favourite fcheme of eftablifti- 
ing the Cour pleniere, which was to be 

compofed 
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compofed not of lawyers only, but alfo of 
perfons of higher rank and other profef- 
fions, and intended in many refpe&s as a 
fubftitute for the Parliament, particularly in 
the office of regiftering the King's edicts. 
For the formation of this court a bed of 
juftice was held at Verfailles on the 8th of 
May, to which the Parliament of Paris Was 
fummoned, and attended accordingly. 

It feemed peculiarly fevere to the mem- 
bers, not only to be condemned to ruin, 
but alfo to be fummoned to lend a helping 
hand to their own deftru&ion. 

This bed of juftice was opened by a long 
fpeech from the King, in which he accufed 
the Parliament of having deviated from their 
duty, and interrupted the ufeful operations 
of government in many inftances, for, a 
year p^ft, and of having encouraged the 
provincial Parliaments to follow their ex- 
ample. His Majefty added, that although 
he had been obliged to ufe fome adts of 

rigour 
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rigour to fome of their body, he did not ftf* 
tend to deftroy his Parliament, but to bring 
them within the limits of their original in* 
ftitution, which they had greatly overleaped* 
He finished by giving a general idea of the 
new court, the nature of which was more 
particularly explained by M. deLamoigndn r 
the Keeper of the Seals ; after which the 
various ordinances were registered, and the 
King concluded by a fecond fpeech, m 
which he exprefled a hope that thofe mem- 
bers of Parliament whom he had nominated 
to form part of the Cour pleniere would by 
their fidelity and obedience merit his favour, 
and induce him to call others of their bodgr 
to that Aflembly ; adding, that he was fully 
convinced that the new inftitution would*, 
upon the whole, contribute to the good 
and profperity of the nation at larger . 

• If his Majefty believed that this laft oh* 
fervation would have made thofe to whoa* 
it was addreflfed iatisfied with a meafure 
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which- was evidently hurtful to their own 
particular intereft and importance, he mud 
alfo have thought them more difinterefted 
and virtuous than mankind in general, or 
even than that claft whofe peculiar duty and 
prafeflion it is to explain law and admi- 
nifter juftice, are fuppofed to be. 

The King's fpeech was heard in filence. 
That this filence implied difapprobation ap- 
peared early the following morning, whea 
all the members of the Parliament, who 
w*re to compofe the Cour pleniere, drew 
up a proteft againft the proceedings of the 
former day, in which they difclaimed hav- 
ing given any fan&ion to them ; and de- 
clared that they all declined any feat in the 
Cour pleniere. 

Along with this proteft, k letter from fix 
Peers was delivered to the King, in which 
they exprefs their forrow that an attempt 
fhould have been made to fubvert the fun- 
damental principles of the government ; 
~ G that 
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that they could take no part in the func- 
tions which the new court impofed on the 
peerage; and that they were prompted in 
this by zeal for the true intereft of his 
Majefty. 

It was to be expe&ed, that fuch a proteft 
of the Parliament, fupported by fuch a letteir 
from fix Peers, would have made the Court 
either renounce the whole fcheme of the 
Cour plenrere, or elfe immediately brifig 
forth thofe means, which hitherto h&& 
been concealed from the public, on'whicl 
they relied for making* it effe&iklj thfc 
King's advifers muft hare thought the 
means they were to ufe very powerful, 
fince they had to overcome the refiftance of 
the wfiole Parliament and part of the Peer- 
age, the difapprobation of the majority of < 
the Clergy, and that marked averfion whieh , 
had been fhewn to the meafure from the 
beginning by the public at. large. 

A few hours after the Parliament's pro- 
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teft and the Peers' letter had been prefenjted 
to the King, that part of the Parliament 
which was to he of the Coijr pleniere was 
uopxpe&edjy. fummoned by his Majefty tp 
re-aflemble in the hall froin which, they had 
jpft withdrawn* And when the King ap- 
peared in perion, all were perfuaded th#it 
t^fy ;wpre about to hear that the obnoxious 
raf afure was to he abandoned; or, if they 
ihon}d be difapgwtinted in that expectation, 
they thought they would be fo far gratir 
jfied ji leaft, as, tp learn what they had 
tortured their ingenuity in, vain to di- 
vine—namely, what, the refourpes were on 
wfcigh the M^nifter depended foe making 
it gopd* 

( JG^ut; after fp much expectation and curio- 
fity had been exqfted, every body was fur- 
pxifq^ to hear bis Majefty repeat* with little 
alteration or addition, what he had faid the 
day before, refpe&ing -his determination to 
tarry the new ordinances into execution j 

. . G % imme- 
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immediately after which he difmiffed the 
AfTembly, 

The mod probable conje&ure that wai 
made to account for a fcene which feemfed fo 
devoid of meaning was, that on receiving the 
proteft and letter, fcmetbing had been re- 
folved on by the Ctfurt, tfhich requited to 
be direttly announced to the Parliament; 
and that after the members were fiimmoti- 
ed, the m^afure fo-fuddeftly adopted had 
been as fuddealy renounced-, and tfie* King 
obliged to meet them before a plaufibte pre- 
text had been thought of for sailing thifm 
together. - •*> 

Whateyer may be in this, tfotffe Maglftritefe 
met again the fame evening, and in a neW 
addrefs to the King confirmed their former 
Tefolutions, and ordered die fame to be 
printed, and difperfed all om the kftigdotrf. 
The following paragraph will give an idea 
of this fecond declaration : 
; " Nous declarons que nous perfiftsrons 
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p&pil& JtStlte d«rni« r fovp|f ; dans kf arte- 
tes precedement pris par ladite cour, ct 
dans les prindpes y canteaDs*/- 

i The King feut . back, to each of die fix 
Pders his letter Mirth the following anfwer : 

" Moe Coufifli, pwr ijp pa$ vpus marque 
trop de deplaifir?de la4eftr,e:qjie youam'avez 
ecrite, je vous kxenvoi^ . Js Yeus bien ne 
1 attFibuer qu'a ua preinier mouvemefit, et 
je you? pri? d'y reflecbir fprieufetnentti" 

Whether it was the extreme moderation 
of tine letter, or fome other confideratiofl* 
that produce*! the effedy is not known j but 
three of the Peers withdrew their fupport 
o£,$|^)Pftilfom{jit's proteft immediately after 
they : had received the King's anfwer. m 

*' We declare that we will perfift to our laft breath 
in *he pratefts already taken by the Parliament, and in 
•the principle? they contain, 

f My Coufinr— That I may not {hew too much difc 
pleafure at the letter you have written to me, I fend 
it back to you. I am willing to impute it to a hafty 
impul&, and I defire you will reconfider'it with at- 
tention. 
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In the mean time orders had been lent to 
Paris, for clapping the King's feal upon the 
bureaus containing the papers and archives 
belonging to the Parliament, and for lock- 
ing them,~and carrying away the keys.' The 
other Parliaments in the kingdom we*e alfo 
fiifpended from their -functions, from hold* 
ing any meetings, and from iffuing any me* 
toorials or refolutions on public afiairs. 

The Court of Chatelet, fo far from being 
intimidated by, or Shewing obedience to 
thefe meafures and orders, after a long fit- 
ting, publifhed a declaration containing a 
proteft in the ftrongeft terms ag^inft them. 
This example was followed by other Courts 
in the provinces. Strong Tymptoms of dif- 
content were manifefted all over the king- 
dom, which ended in infurredions in Bri- 
tany, Dauphiny, Languedoc, and other 
parts. 

An hurricane of unexampled violence, 
which happened on the 13th of July 1788, 

by 
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by its extenfive devaftation in various parts 
of France occafioned much private mifery, 
in addition to the public difcontent which 
before exifled. 

The Minifter, now Archbifhop of Sens, 
heing tprrified from holding any longer a 
place which had produced to him fo much 
inward anguiflh and outward odium, or re- 
maining jmy longer in a country where the 
elements as well as the people feemed to 
declare agairift him, fuddenly refigned, and 
fet out with all pofljble expedition for Italy. 

It is (aid th^t he earneftly advifed the 
King to replace M. Necker in his former 
Situation as Minifter of the Finance. Whe- 
ther this was true or not* it is certain that 
the Archbi&op's friends took great paids to 
fpread the report, with a view to rende* 
him Ipfs obnoxious to the people; and it 
has even been aflerted, that to this report 
the Minifter was indebted for effecting a 
Cafe retreat out of France ; as the people 
G4 were 
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ttdFe often i!f<)dfed to ftop &n$ihtik fcka^r 
but defifted, upon being afiuted that it w» 
By his advice that M. Necker vfasvt* 
appointed. ''""'ft 

This fad will appear the more curious 
tthen it is rteolleded, that in the year i$fx 
a Ring of France Hfaed an prder to maffaere 
ill the Proteftants in his dominions, and the 
order -was' obeyed veitfo alacrity by bfis Ca- 
tholic fiibjeQs in the capital and infoiftepf 
the provinces. 

In 1593, the pioft accomplished of all 
their Princes was obliged to abjure the Pro- 
teftant religion, to render himfelf acceptable 
to the Frendh people* • '• • 

In 1685 th« adift of 'Nanles itr favour <?f 
the Protectants Jof France wa* revoked* and 
prodigious numbers of daemoft induflrcous 
inhabitants w^erc driven crot of the kingdom 
by the defpicabk bigotry pf thieir Gratd 
yiontxck v and tta. furious, zeal erf' the 
people* . < . . 
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-Etfefc fc> Uuely at the yeAr *?**> the fto* 
teftant clergy were executed legally for thef 
cxercife of their prbfeffion. Oae of the 
name of Rochette was taken up for that 
crime at Montauban, and carried to Tou- 
loufe, where he was condemned and execut- 
ed. Three brothers of the name of Gfenier, 
Proteftants, of a noble family in Langue? 
dot, having made fome endeavours for the 
jreleafe of the mimfter Rochette when he 
was firft taken up, were apprehended, 
conveyed to Touloufewith him, and con? 
demned to lofe -their heads j which fentence 

vwtjj put4n e^eevtiqp., 

But the fpirit of bigotry and perfecutioa 
which prevailed in thfe fouth of France^ 
particularly at Touloufe/ appeared in a ftHl 
more fhocking fhape, in the cruelties exer- 
cifed on the unfortunate Galas family, as 
tbey^e particularized in the writings of 
U?olcaire, and were proved before the Par- 
liament of Paris. 

One 



C 9* > 

OnQfpxasipJe among many, of the .great 
and rapid alterations that have taken place 
in the public opinion within thefe few laft 
years, is, that notwithflanding fonve of the 
inftance^ above mentioned occurred in the 
year 1762, yet in. the year 1788 a Prime 
Minifter of France, the Archbilhop of that 
very Touloufe, found prote&ion in travel- 
ling through France, and was fkreened frpm 
the indignation of the people* through the 
influence and popularity of a m^n who was 
at once - a Granger, a republican, and 4 
heretic, * 

Any material alteration in the ppioipns and 
prejudices of a whole nation took much long- 
er time in former ages to be brought about. 
Since material alterations, in the .public opi- 
nions may, for reafons which are fp. obvious 
that they peed not be pointed put, be effect- 
ed with infinitely paore rapidity thax> here- 
tofore, it is of, more importance now thaa 
ever for all Governments^ particularly thofe 
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of free countries, to be alert in attending to 
thefe alterations as they occur, that they. 
may be able in time to preclude the mik 
chiefs which arife from the current of pub* 
lie opinion bearing one way, and the mea-* 
fares qf Government another; for, to.main- 
tain tranquillity, on? of two things muft be 
done ; a Minifter muft either adapt his mea;* 
fures to' the public opinion; or, which is a 
much more difficult talk, and requires very 
uncommon talents to accomplifh, he muft 
turn round the public opinion in favour of 
his meafures — which talk, difficult as 4t*s f 
has fomethnes been performed with infinite 
ability and addrefs. 

No minifter of this ftamp had appeared 
for a long time in France. The general 
fentiments of the nation had been. flowing 
for feveral years in oppofition to the nature 
of the exifting government. Many aacfcnt 
inftitutions, eftablifhed by power, cemented 
bjr craft, and venerated by foperftition, 

were 
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were now looked on as ridiculous, and com* 
plained of as oppreffive. A few well-judgerf 
(conceflions and alterations, had they been 
made in time, might have proved fatisfeo 
tory, and reftored tranquillity. But old 
grievances remained unredreffed,new fources 
of complaint were daily fpringing up> arid 
fuch an accumulation of difcontent had 
been formed as obfeured the political hcmU 
fphere, and threatened an approaching 
ftorm, / 

The veffel of the ftate never wa* in ae 
more Shattered condition, never wa6 aflaiktl 
by more violent Jftorma, and nevan bad b^ea, 
entruftcd ta a pilot lefs qualified for iteeriag 
her through the fand: banks and rocks 
among which fhe was involved. . 

The Archbifhop of Toulouft, although 
he might have forefeen all the dangers ha 
bad to encounter, before.he took fuch paio* 
to fuperfede M. de Calonne v feemed not to 
have difcovered them till after he was Mi- 

nifter, 
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niiler, and to have been deprived of all pre- 
fence of miad as fbon as they opened to hir 
view. He adopted meafures equally weak 
and inconfiftent. Firft he aflumes an air o£ 
tionrage, and tries to ftrike terror by the pa-" 
rade otfa bed of juftice, and by baniflxing 
the Parliament jff e then recalls the Parlia- 
ment, and feems difpofed to court and con- 
cihate the members; and immediately after- 
wards he quarrels with them again, feizes 
two of their number, and fends them to 
diftant prifonfc. But on finding that thofe 
rigorous meafures no way intimidated the 
pssple, who ftill continued to reflft, he 
. himfelf -became intimidated, and fuddenly * 
quitted the helm. The Archbifhop feems 
in point of courage to have been fuch a 
Minifter as Ancient Piftol was a foldier— 
fierce and fwaggering to a yielding foe, but 
ready to fly from a Barbary hen> if her fed* 
then turn back in anyjhew ofrefjiance. 

CHAR 
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CHAPTER V." 

Exhibition in the Street — M. Necker — PolU 
tical Pamphlets—Opinions refpe&ing the 
Number of Deputies of the < fiers~Etat— 
Search for Precedents— ^Second Afembly of 
the Notables — French Parliaments—The 
Notables give their Opinion — T'he States 
General are conftituied oh a different Plath— 
The Minified s Motives for this. 

THE hatred of the Parifians ttf their 
late Mimfter, and their joy at his 
difgrace* appeared by certain exhibitions in 
the ftreets of Paris, which are chara&criftie 
of a French mob. Some of thefe fcenes 
tvere of a ludicrous nature, and fome faintly 
typify the wanton and atrocious tranfac- 
tions .on the fame theatre at fubfequent 
periods* 
,'5 A number 



A number of idle people, having drefled 
the fluffed figure of a pan in the robes of 
ah Archbifliop, carried it through the ftreets 
in proceflion to the place of execution, 
where it was to be publicly burnt; and 
Tome of the mob perceiving an ecclefiaftic 
among the fpe£tators, laid hold of him, 
called him Abbe Vermon and Father Con- 
feflfor to the Archbifliop, and having oblig- 
ed him to niimic the ceremony of con- 
feffing a condemned criminal, they threw 
the effigy of the Minifter into the flames* 
When the populace were preparing to re- 
peat this piece of mummef y the next day, 
thfe military were ordered to interfere : the 
confequence was, that feyeral people were 
killed and more wounded* 

Every incident that tended to irritate the 
mind* of the "people againft the executive 
power was particularly unfortunate at thi* 
time, whien the States General were about 
to be affetnbled. " : ' : "'* 

Aconfi- 
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A confiderable number of men convened 
together, with powers delegated by the na- 
tion at large, for the exprefs purpofe of re- 
forming abufes, naturally communicate 
courage and a fpirit of enterprise to each 
other; and where many ^grievances are to 
be redreffed, what was intended merely for 
the purpofe of reformation is exceedingly 
likely to be the caufe of a revolution* 

The former Minifters had forefe^n this, 
and therefore ufed every art to preclude, and 
afterwards to poftpone, the convention of 
the Stales. The moil efle&ual mean* 
would have been a timely reformation of 
the moft oppreffive abufes; but this had 
been negle&ed. No meafure was adppted 
for reforming any, until they were forced 
into this fcheme for reforming alL 

The fcenc which had been afted in the 
ftreets of Paris, at the execution in effigy of 
the Archbifhop, was imitated in the provin- 
ces, where various tumults occurred. Some 

blood 
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bbod wai (hed, and a general infurre&toit 
Was dreaded : but the replacing M. Necker 
in the office he had formerly held, put an 
end to thofe apprehenfions, and gave an 
almoft general fatisfa&ion all over the nation. 
M. Necker was a citizen of Geneva, bred 
a banker j and in that bufinefs at Paris he 
accumulated a very large fortune, luftam- 
kg the chafa&er of a man of ~ integrity* 
His fortune enabled him, and his incli- 
nation prompted him, to live in a ftyte at 
once fptaidid and hofpitable ; his hotifcTOft 
frequented by then of rank and by men of 
letter* His education, , according to the 
cuftom of his country, had been more of a 
literary nature than it is ufual in other coun* 
trie* to give to thofe who are bred to what 
is called bufinefs \ he cultivated his, tafte for 
letters in the intervals of bufinefs ever after ; 
he was thought to have juft, extenfive, and 
philosophical ideas on the fnbjeds of com- 
merce and finance ; to be an able calculator, 

H and 
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and indefatigable in bufinefs ; his great- 
eft enemies have not been able to injure his 
reputation for probity. 

At a time when the finances of France 
were in great diforder, it is not furprifing 
that a man of fuch a chara&er, ind'fo con- 
nected, fhould be thought of as a proper 
perfon to regulate them : yet it has been 
afferted, that he owed his appointment t6 
the office of Dire&or of the- Finance to the 
recdtrimendation of M. de Pezay, who had 
v great influence with' M. ; de Maurepas the 
Prime Minifter, and whofe recommenda* 
tions are faid to have been fometimes very 
expenfive to obtain. 

This took place feVeral years previous to 
the revolution. The public had the higheft 
expectation froni the meafure j for M. 
Necker's talents had been praifed with an 
exaggeration which the enthufiafm of the 
moment alone could have rendered credible. 

If any attempted to infimiate that, the 

office 
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QjEfice was too high and confidential for a 
foreigner* a banker, and a heretic, thofe 
very circumftances were, retorted as proofs 
of the wifdom of placing him in it ; for 
what elfc f it was faid, but the moft fuperla- 
tive abilities could have made a foreigner, a 
banker, and a heretic, be thought of as ML* 
nifiter of France? 

Notwithftanding his fituation, however* 
M. Necker had no immediate communica- 
tion with the King in the way of his office, 
it being part of the duty of M* Tabpureau, 
the Controller General of Finance, to com* 
raunicate on thatbufinefs with his Majefty : 
but the fuperior knowledge of M. Necker, 
or perhaps the prevailing opinion that he 
poflefled a fuperior knowledge, was fo mor- 
tifying to M. Taboureau, that he refigned 
his office ; which placed M. Necker in the 
fituation he earneftiy defired. 

Soon after he had been appointed Director 

General, he fupprtffed the offices of Intend 

H 2 dants 
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dants des Finances, which were occupied by 
members of the Kingfs Council. The ene- 
mies of M. Necker ha*e : aflertcd, that his 
only reafon for thi* reform was, that he did 
not find thofe gentlemen diffidently con* 
tinced of his fuperior talents j for there was 
ftothing faved to the public by this reform, 
becaufe the value of the places was paid to 
fcach of thofe gentlemen, and the intereft of 
the money was nearly equal to the emolu- 
ments of the office. 

• Mi Necker, thus gratified in the defire of 
communicating dire&ly with the King on 
the bufinefc of his office, ftili found himfelf 
f deluded from the Council of State. His 
religion prevented his taking die oath exa<9> 
cd of , all, before they could be admitted into 
thai: Council He did not rclifh this ex- 
clufion, and imagined that his credit with 
the public, and the toe6d which he con* 
eeived the Council had for the lights which 
he could throw on their deliberations* 
i •..■. .* ,-.. would 
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would prevail OA hit Majefty to dtfpqafe 
with the ojtth in his particular cafe. Hq 
therefore thought propqr to addrefs the 
King by letter* reprefenting the uicopveni- 
encie* which arofe from his not !?eu*g per- 
fonaliy at the Council, and refuelling that 
he might be. admitted in future., 

M« Maurepas had been for fome time* 
difpleafed withM. Necker. He represented 
the requeft as arrogant ; and to M. Neckerk 
aftonifbment ai>d mortification, infteajd of 
being, admitted into the Cabinet Cpqncil r he 
wa§ difmiffed from the Adihiniftration. 

However furprifed he and his friends 
were, at a difgrace fo unexpected} he di£ 
not lofe th^ hope. of toeing foon re4nftated 
iA hi* qflfce j a&d. his friends and admirers, 
of which he had a great number, never 
ceafed affecting that there was only one 
man in Fra^c capable of re-efl^blifhin^,the 
finances and tranquillity of that coynt^ 
and M* t Necker was that mac* . ,/ . •. f 
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The conduct of M. Necker's fucceflbri 
did not prove that the firft claufe of this af- 
fertioa was falfe*; nor did his own con- 
dud after he was re-inftated in his office 
prove that the laft claufe was true. If the 
man in queftion really exifts, unfortunately 
for France he has not as yet been dis- 
covered, 

A laboured work on the fu1>je£t of French 
fiftance was *the fruit of M. Necker's re- 
treat, and the means which he thought moft 
likely to bring about, his recall ; which 
. however, although this work threw new 
light on the ftate of the revenue, developed 
his own plan of economy, and was greatly 
relifhed by the public, did not take place 
until the retreat of the Archbifhop of Sens, 
as mentioned above, which was three years 
after the publication of M. Necker's work. 

One of the firft a£ts of M. Necker's 
adrainiftration was, recalling the exiled 
Magiftrates, and re-eftablifhing the Parlia- 

ments 
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fflents in the exercife of their fun&ions. 
He was alfo determined upon the popular 
meafure of affembling the States-General ; 
but whether he was decided in his mind as 
to the mode of their being conftituted or 
not, he feemed at leaft to have the appear- 
ance of deliberating on that point.. 

The public mind'had been for forae time 
kept in continual agitation with political 
difcuffions in general,- and on this in parti- 
cutafr The preffes all over France poured 
forth political pamphlets without number, 
in the greater part of which the abufes of 
Government and the faults of Adminiftra- 
tion werd enumerated with exaggeration. 
Thefe writings, like moft political pam- 
phlets, were highly praifed, and reprefented 
as irrefiffibly convincing, by all who were of 
the Writer's opinion, before they read them. 
The praifes were To loud, and fp often re- 
peated, that many who never before thought 
00 political fubje&s, and fome who : had 
H4 ; ; .i0ng 
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long renounced the practice, of leading oa 

any fubjeft, were induced to perufe then* 

y^ith avidity. Politics became the iiuiver- 

kk topic of conyerfcapn, and .ppUtkal 

x pamphlets the faftiionable ftudy ; it extepd* 

ed to hcrth fexes and to every condition* 

Novels lay negleded, tike fcpfiions, op the 

Jhclves oftbehookfeUers} and the manu- 

J^wnr-fi)fpended that labour which was to 

procure his dinner, {that he might finifjx the, 

Efliii fur les Privileges, apd he able to an- 

. finer thi? iiiaportant queftion, Qu'eft-ce que 

kTier^Etat? . 

The eSe& of thefe lucubrations was, 
very often to make people complain of op- 
jy^flions which they ha4 never before felt, 
and view thofe with hatred whom they had 
before regarded with love and refpe&t 

In feme of the publications it was pro* 

, pofed, that the reprefentatives of the Tiers 

£ tat, at the affembly of the States, fhould 

confift of a number equal to the Jtfobleflfe 

and the Clergy, 

Some 
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• -Some people thought this* of li&U hh 
finance; because they beKeved that tht 
AlTembly would *ote by orders, and not bjr 
individual voices} in which cafe the Tfcra, 
whatever their riumher war, would have 
j&ut one vote'. 

Others on the contrary tibought it of cpor 
fiderabJc importance, even although itftctfM 
be decided that the three claffes, of wi^ the 
States-General were Jo coh&ft, fhould vole 
by orders j becaufe, in a variety of <fe4fe 
which might occur independent of VOtfe$ f 
the influence of fix hundred deputies toigHt 
carry points in the Afiembly, when that q£ 
three hundred would have foiled. 

But it was not very difficult to forefeq, 
that, if it were once determined that the 
Tiers-Etat fhould confift of twice as many 
deputies as either of the other two orders, 
that determination would in all probability 
prove aifo decifive of the other tjwfcion, 
of the maimer in which &p States feotfM. 

vote; 
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*Wte : -ior, ofi the fupgofitioh that all the 
thferf-TMtlersconftfted of the fame number of 
deputies, the Noblefle and the Clergy join- 
ing, whieh it was natural to think they 
*rould do» would he able to carry every 
queftion againft the Tiers ; whereas, if the 
•tetter Sonfifted olFdduble the number, they, 
With a fmalt addition from the other two 
wders, which they wejpe certain of having, 
fwould carry, every queftien agaiaft thew : 
amd hr could not be doubted,; that they 
.would begia by: fecuring the great and im- 
portant pointy that the Affembiy fhould net 
vote by orders, but by individual votes. It 
was a matter, therefore, of the utmoft im- 
portance; what number of deputies the 
third ordfer fhould be dire&ed to fend tp the 
Aflfcmbly of the States, .!:,...". 

M. Necker, finding the public/impatience 
-For the aJSembKng the States- General to in- 
.ereafe every d*y, appointed certain perfons 
ito fearch hiftorkat regiftfrs, and fl&ake a re- . 

port 
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port refpe&ingthe plans and forms that had 
been obferved in conftituting the Aflembly 
of the States on former occafiods. 

A report was mad6 accordingly ; but it 
was not deemed of fufficient authority by 
M. Neckef for any meafure to be founded 
on it. Some have afferted, that the true 
jeafoh of this report not being publiihed or 
a&ed on was, that no inftance was difcover- 
ed of the Tiers having dfeputed a double 
number to the Affembly of the States-Ge- 
nefal. M. Necker, therefore, prevailed en 
the King to convene the Notables, and take 
their opinion on this very delicate fubjeflt. 
They were fummoned, and they aflembled 
accordingly; but before the Notables had 
given any-formal opinion on the fubjed, 
the Parliament of Paris, which had been fo 
lately reftored to the exercife of its functions, 
took a ftep which furprifed many, wa&xli- 
redly in oppofition to the condud which had 
pccafioned the baftiflunent of the members, 
3 and 



|tndl wUcH ruined Jthem for ever with tfcf 
popular party* • They paffijd a decree, 
ordaining that the States ftwuld be coiw 
ftitutcd. in the fame manner they ^ad 
fcpen in the year 1614, when the Tiers- 
JLtat had abput the f^rae number of repre* 
fenf at|v^s with each of the other two orders* 

The various Parliaments of France, parti- 
cularly that of Paris, had on certain occa^ 
lions, when Government was weak, refufed 
to enregifter the King's edids, and thereby 
conveyed an idea that their faaftion was 
neceffary to give them force. This wa$ 
ufurping a (hare in the legiflation which it 
was never intended they {hould poffefs ; but 
Sa which they had been fuppQrted by the 
people* becaufe the remonftrances of the 
Parliaments againft oppreffive taxes and 
other oppreffions had occafionally proved 
a check on the arbitrary power of Govern^ 
meat* 

Thefe lawyers, therefore, who bought 
8 . their 



their offices in the Parliament, had wrougkt 
themfelves into an importance which it wai 
riot originally intended they fhould hav* ; and 
although they Formed a peculiar fpecies of 
ariftoenacy between the Commons and thfc 
Nobleffe, they were all that the people of 
France had for their reprefentatived, and 
tfteir only defence againft the injuftitie dftd 
rapacity of Minifters. 

The Parliament of Paris, on the prefent 
occafion, may have been afraid of the cop- 
fequenee of the Tiers having a double twm~ 
ber of reprefentatives, as a meafure whieh 
might diminifh (heir own power; but it is 
probable that they were prompted to thift 
meafure by the influence of the Notable*, 
vith a view of rendering their own deci- 
fion more palatable to the public. Without 
this fuppofition, it feems highly improbable 
that the Parliament would have ventured to 
decide a point of this nature, while it w,a» 
a&ually under reference to the Notables, 

if, 
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If, however, their decifion had beea la 
&vour of the double number claimed by 
the Tiers, there is no.queftion but that 
their conduct would have been praifed by 
the public as highly becoming, inftead of 
being, decried as impertinent and officious. 
, In the mean time the Notables continued 
jtbeir deliberations* They were divided into 
different bureaus or committees, as on the 
former occafion. The committee of which 
Monjieur was Prefi,dent decided, by the ma- 
jority of a fmgle vote, that the third order 
ihould delegate double the number of 
members. * All the other Committees, and 
there were ten or a dozen, decided that the 
.Third Order fliould only have an equal 
number*. 
, After the Notables had pronounced their 

• During this fecond Aflembly of Notables, the 
Duke of Orleans feldom appeared at Verfailles, and 
never prefided at the Committee of which he was 
Prefident, - ' 

opinions 
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opinions in fo dedfive a manner in favour 
of the Noblefle arid Clergy, it was to be 
cxpedted that the Minifter would direft the 
States to be conftituted and to aflemble ac- 
cording to the rule which the court, to 
which he himfelf had referred the matter, 
iiad recommended ; for nobody cbuld have 
imagined that the principal perfons of the 
iiation would have been formally aflembled, 
and their advice afked on purpofe to re* 
jeft it. 

*■ Their advice was rejected however : the 
icing's proclamation, by which the States- 
General were ordered to be conftituted and 
aflembied, appointed that the number of 
the .deputies from the Tiers-Etat Ihould be 
equal to that of the two others united. 

People were much at ^ lofs to account for 
M. Necker's motive for a conduit appa- 
rently (o inconfiftent. 

Some aflert that, when M. Necker fum- 
Bioned the Notables, he really wiflied the 

bufincfc 
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b»Gn£fs arranged in the maimer he! Was 
convinced they would determine, by recom* 
mending only an equal number of deputies 
to the Tiers ; but that after they had given 
their opinion, he was aflured that, if that 
method was adopted, it would ruin his po~- 
pularity for ever* On this he made his 
famous report to the Council; On which 
the proclamation above mentioned was 
founded. 

Others have fufpe&ed, that his referring 
the queftion to the Notables, publishing 
their opinion* and then deciding in oppofi* 
tion to it according to the wifhes of the 
people, was a contrivance to raife his popu- 
larity to the greateft poffible heighjt, by de- 
monftrating that the opinion of the greateft 
men in the country was of little weight 
with him in comparifon with the defire of 
the people. 

But this is affigning a degree of diflimula- 
tion and duplicity to M. Necker, which at 

no 
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no time belonged to his chara&er. It muft 
have occurred to him, however, that he had 
little chance of ever acquiring great influ- 
ence with the Noblefle, the majority of 
whomdefpifed him on account of his birth, 
more than they admired him for his talents 
or integrity. H? had as little chance of 
becoming a favourite with the Clergy, who 
hated him on account of his particular re- 
ligion, more than they efteemed him for 
his* general piety : but by augmenting the 
power of the Tiers Etat, and thus attaching 
them to him, he might exped to enfure his 
own, and be enabled to do all the good he 
intended, and acquire all the renown which 
his ambition defired. 

The Notables gave their decifion in the 
month of December 1788. M, Necker 
towards the end of the fame month laid his 
report before the Council, concerning the 
fame fubjefl: on which the Notables had 
previoufly given their opinion. In this 

I report 
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report thre? queftions are ftated for the qon- 
fideration of the Council : the firft regard^ 
the manner in which the Deputies were %o 
be ele&ed j the fecond, the number of which 
thofe of the third order fhouid confift j and 
the third queftion was, whether each order 
fhouid be obliged tQ choofe the Deputies 
from their own clafs, or might elefit them 
from all the three. • M. Necker's report was 
a laboured reafoning on thefe three quef- 
tions, all of which he decided differently 
from the Notables : the fecond queftion is 
by pxuch the moil important ; and the chief 
objeft of M. Necker is to prove the expe- 
diency of the Tiers having double the nupv- 
ber of Deputies. 

This report, having been approved by 
the Council, was jpublifhed at the beginning 
of 1789. All Europe were certainly fur- 
prifed, that a meafure, which many forefav 
would operate fo powerfully againft the 
Crown, fhouid have been recommended by 

the 
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the King's Minifter, and approved of by his 
Council : yet M. Necfeer faid, that in this 
he only follbw&l what he called k bruit 
four'd ie Pfeurope. 

He alfo declares, what nobody will think 
improbable, thkt it was the general defiire of 
the Tiets-Etat ihemfelvfes ; and their defire* 
he adds, rtiuft be cbnfidered as the dfcfire of 
the nation; This feems rather hard tin the 
hlobleffe arid Clergy^ who had been accuf- 
torhed to confider themfelves as a very con- 
fiderabli part of the nation. They were now 
Itiformed that their importance tvas nearly 
gone* and that the beft Wy of retaining 
a little would be to amalgamate themfelves 
with the general mafs of the People. Some 
of therii took the hint very foon afterwards. 

Another of M. Necker's f eafons* as little 
Battering for the NoblelTe and Clergy as the 
former, was* that by calling a great number 
tof Deputies from the Tiers, a greater quan- 
tity and variety of knowledge ufeful to Go- 
I 2. vernment 
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*crnment would be concentred, than by the , 
fame number of Deputies from either of 
the other two orders : but as if he had beetl 
afraid that it might be fufpe&ed that he 
meant to infinuate, that the third order of 
the State had the fuperiority in every kind 
of knowledge, that they even excelled the 
Nobleffe in polite accompKfhments and the 
Biihops in divinity, he qualifies the aflertioa 
by particularizing' commerce, manufactures, 
agriculture, with the knowledge of finance, 
and of the propereft'meafures for fupporting 
public credit, as the branches in which the 
Tiers excelled. 

He next admonifhes the third order to 
ufe .the power which is to be devolved to 
them with prudence and' moderation, And 
by no means ever to think of making ufe of 
it to force the Aflembly to decide queftions 
by* individual votes, but always by their dif- 
ferent orders, 

M. Necker muft have ideas very diffe- 
5 ' rent 
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rent from what are generally received re- 
garding the efficacy of advice, and the 
manner in which newly- acquired power is 
ufoally exercifed, if he really expe&ed that 
the third order would aft with all the* mo- 
deration he fo wifely advifed. What ren- 
dered, this the lefs to be expe&ed was, that 
this order confidered themfelves as having 
1 been for a long period of time very fcurvily 
ufed by the two others, and might therefore 
bate been fufpe&ed of being difpofed to in- 
dulge in retaliation j efpecially as the Chris- 
tian religion, and the divine precept -of 
doing good for evil, feemed to make lefs 
impreffion than ever on the minds of the 
French nation at this period. 

M. Necker proceeds to afTure the King, 
that he will on the'whole be a gainer by 
the diminution of his own power and the 
augmentation of that of the people. In the 
language of'philofophy he tells the Mo- 
narch, c * La fatisfadtion attach6e a un pouvoir 
1 3 fans 
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fanfrRmite «ft toiite ^'imagination.- — rVott* 
Majefte, en $'entourant des Deputes de I4 
Nation, fe deliyre d'ans fuite cruelle d ? incej?r 
tkudes et d*»balaQ.cemen$, de defia&ces et de 
regrets, qui doivent faire le malheiw: d ? ut* 
Prince, jtant quit demeure fenfible w bien 
de Tetat eta 1'atpeur dc fes peoples #." 

This argument to perfijade a King to 
abridge hi$ po wer ? becaufe of th<S fdkitiide? 
, which attend it, however ingenious and juft 
it may* be, is nQt jxpre fuccefsful than th« 
pommon o^e againft riches. Men have 
hten bog told, that money i$ the root of 
ail evil, »nd that helping up riches is heap- 
ing up <carc„ Nobody difputes the truth 
of the maxim? ; but nobody gives away 

* The pleafure of unlimited power is imaginary. 
By furrounding your perfon with the national Deputies, 
you will be freed from much anxiety and folicitude,. 
and many of thofe fources of regret which create the 
unhappinefs of every Prince endowed with fenfibility for 
the gcod of the ftate and the love of his fubjf &s. 

money, 
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money, on purpofe to be relieved from 
care: on the contrary, we fee men of im- 
menfe wealth, wliofe only pangs and vexa- 
tions in life arife from money; yet, like the 
man who put a ferpent in his bofom, they 
hug it, although it flings them, and the more 
it flings them, they hug it the more. 

* Tic argument is felciom ufed, therefore, 
in the hope of prevailing on people to refign 
their riches voluntarily j it is only applied 
to thofe who by fonde accident have loft part 
of their fortune, to confole them for what 
cannot be helped; and in this fenfe M, 
Necker's reafoning uivift be underftood — 
riot as intended to perfuade the King to give 
up ptfwer Which he tould keep, but to com* 
fort him under the lofs of what he could 
not retain. 

M. Necker concludes with a fuppofition 

of the poflibility that 'the Tiers might not 

StGt With all the moderation that was to be 

wifhfd ; in which cafe he mentions, as his 

1 4 laft 
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laft advice,, a meafurc from which it Is 
difficult to imagine that any great comfort 
cQuld flow : <c Cependant," continues he, 
u (i une difference dans, lc nombre de De* 
putes du Tiers-Etat devenoit un fujet ou 
un pretexte de difcorde ; (i, par des vues par- 
ticulieres, on cherchoit a lafler Thonorable 
conftance de V. M. ; fi votre volonte, Sire, 
n'etoit pas fuffifante pour lever ces obftacles ; 
alors quel confeil pourrai-je donner aV. M.? 
Un feul, et ce feroit le dernier, cclui de facrU 
fier le Miniftre qui auroit eu le plus de part 
a votre deliberation *." • 

As this laft meafure could remedy none 

* Neverthelefs, if a difference in the number of 
Deputies of the Tiers-Etat becomes & fubjed or a preu 
tence of difcord j if, from private views, they tried to 
tire your Majefty's conftancy ; if your will, Sire, fhould 
not be fufficient to remove thefeobftacles ; what ad- 
vice can I then give to your Majefty ? Only one, and 
it ihall be . the laft — namely,-to facrifice the Mimfter 
who has had the principal (bare in adyifing you 4$ 
this meafure, 

1 : of 
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of the mifchiefs fuppofed to be done by 
the advice which the Minifter had pre- 
vailed on the King to follow ; and as it 
will appeaf of fmall importance in the 
eyes <of raoft people, it is a little furprifing 
that M. Necker mentions it with fo much 
emphafis. 

Senfible that his influence in the cabinet 
depended on his popularity, and believing 
that his popularity would be ruined, if the 
favourite point of a double reprefentation 
of the Tiers was not carried, he perfuaded 
the King into ^hat meafurp ; yet it is not 
difficult to perceive his fears, left a bad ufe 
fhould be made of it, breaking through his 
reafoning in its favour. 

His ambition lulled his fears, and tempt- 
ed him to rifk all the evils which threat* 
ened, but which his vanity made him 
believe he had ability to overcome. Had 
he forefeen with certainty half the mif- 
chiefs that were the confequence of that 

xneafure, 
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misafure, ' no confideratibn coulcf have pre* 
vailed on M. Nccker to advife it; for 
he uriqueftkmably had the prosperity of the 
Frencn nation fincerely at heart, as his 
greeted' ambition was to be the inftrument • 
o£ it. Although born a republican, he 
was of opinion that a republican form of 
government neither fuited the extent of 
the French empire, nor the character of 
the Krench people. He was the friend of 
Liberty ; but* thought fhe could befure of a 
permanent? and happy refidence in France 
under a limited monarchical form of go- 
- vernment only : yet his condudfc immedi- 
ately before the aflembling of the States* 
General, and for fome time afterwards, has 
beeh thought* to have greatly contributed 
to the deffru&ipn of monarchy in France, 
antf to the eftablifhment of a republic 
which KitTiefto feems of a more terrible 
nature th$h any government that ever 
was known j ir( a? much as it feems to 

combine 



poaibiae all the tyranny of whichf repub* 
licans accufe monarchy, with all the anar- 
jchy of which *Tte firiefcdte *f monarchy 
£ccufe republics. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Nobility of Great Britain and Ireland — 
The Noblejfe of France. 

' I ^HE Deputies to the States-General 
■*■ being ele&ed were, in the terms of 
the King's proclamation, to aflemble at Ver- 
failles, and the Aflembly was to be opened 
on the fifth of May 1789. 

The public at large expected the redrefs 
of many grievances, and the reformation of 
many abufes, from this Aflembly; but as 
the Noblefle and Clergy enjoyed many pri T 
vileges and immunities at the expence qf 
the Tiers- Etat, it may eafily be imagined 
that a number of thofe would appear abufes 
in the eyes of the latter, which were re- 
garded as wife inftitutions, by the former. 
The privileges poflefled, and the fupe* 

riority 
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iiority affumed, by the. Noblefie of France 
over the inferior orders, were evils of great- 
er magnitude than they may feem to thofe 
Englifhmen who judge by the impreffion 
which the privileges and condudfc of the 
Nobility of their own country make on the 

k 

minds of their countrymen. 

The precedency and diftin&ions which 
the Nobility enjoy in common fociety in 
England are never refufed, unlefs when ar- 
rogated ; and therefore are feldom or never 
affumed, but always granted. 

When the Peerage,, is poflefled by perfons 
of truly great and amiable chara&ers, which 
fometimes happens, all the world are pleat- 
ed to fee honours fo well beftowed. When 
the reverfe is the cafe, thofe who afford the 
example generally have the privileges and 
diftin£tions of the Peerage fo cruelly coun- 
terbalanced by other moral and phyfical 
circumftances, that on the whole they are 
far from being the obje&s of envy. 

It 
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it has betti ftflerted, that tbofe Bntidi 
Peers who form example* of the fitft altera 
native were not born to the Peerage, but 
obtained it on account of their diftinguifhei 
merit, and therefore form no exception t« 
the pernicious effect pi hereditary honours. 
But there is more fatire than truth in this 
obfervation ; for, after all that can be alleged 
of the torpor which the certainty of enjoy- 
bg honourable dillindion independent 6t 
ptrfonal merit may throw on the mind, 
there are inftances of njen- born to th# 
higheft titles and greatpft fortune, who ne* 
Verthelpis have added hsftre to their count 
try and to human nature by the moft pow«r« 
ful virtuous exertions. 

The. privileges of the Britifo Nobility* 
When compared with thofe of the Nobleffe 
of France before the Revolution, will i# 
general be found at once more valuable and 
kfs invidious: they are afcertained by the? 
known i*ws of the land, fully under fteodjf 

and* 
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and, for the moft part, chcytfxAiy AC<jjui* 
pffpd in. 

The moft important qf thpfe privilege^ 
c;onfifts in tire hereditary fh^re they h^yp in 
tJbe (legifl^ure ^ not in <thdf forming a part 
of the pageantry of a Cojm, or in having 
th^r lands exempt from taxation. 

The P*ers of Great Britain are few ii) 
number- The Pelage being confined tQ 
the perfon who has the patent, and not 
jR^ffmg to more than one of his defcen&ms; 
thp brother* and f°n» of a Peer, wfcetW 
Baron, Earl, or Puke, are Commoner?* 
This naturally forms a ftrong conajedion 
btyfitcp the Peer* and Commons, which is 
cpnftantly cemented by intermarriages, by 
friendflaip, by the reciprocal power pf being 
of fervice to each other, and of courfe by 
mutual attentions and good offices. 

So gijeat a portion of the Commons of 
Great Britain being conne&ed by thefd 
Tarious bonds with the Peerage j &*utd tve£ 

' Qt the 
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the; privileges of the latter be attacked, & 
ftrong phalanx of the former would imme- 
diately appear in their defence. 

The fituation of the French Noblefle, 
with refpe& to the Commons, or, as they 
call them, Roturiers, was very different. 
The privileges of the former were in many 
inftances vague, unafcertained by pofitive 
law, and depending, merely on ancient 
ufage. ' " 

The importance of aBritifh Pier, and the 
confideration in which he is held at Court, 
particularly, by the Minifter, depend in a 
jgreat meafure on his influence and popula- 
rity in the country. The importance -of a 
French Nobleman depended entirely on 
Court favour, and dwindled into nothing at 
the frown of his Sovereign. 
. A Britifli Peer, therefore, has a ftrong 
motive .to cultivate the good will of all the 
inhabitants around bis eftate; whereas a 
French Marquis or Duke had no motive 

but 
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but the fentiments of benevolence and 
humanity, to behave with attention and 
kindnefs to the peafantry. Motives of that 
' nature were no doubt fufficient with many ; 
but the inferior orders of mankind always 
were, and always will be, treated with more 
regard by their fuperiors, when they have 
fomething in their power to beftow in re- 
turn, than when that is not the cafe. 

The Nobleffe of France were not legifla- 
tors, nor did they form a court of law in 
the laft refort, as the Peers of Great Britain ; 
but they had the right of appointing judges 
for the decifion of both criminal and civil 
caufes on their own domains, as well as 
other invidious privileges which have been 
long abolifhed in England. It is believed 
by many people in this country, that the 
lands of the Nobleffe were entirely free from 
taxes. This is a miftake ; they are fubje& 
to the vingtieme, which, as there are three* 
is equivalent to a dixieme and a half; the 
K Nobleffe 
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Noblefle were alfo fubjeft to the capitation; 
but as they certainly were free from the 
taille, and had many advantages in other 
refpe&s as well as in the article of taxation, 
this tertded to render them unpopular and 
odious to their fellow-fubje&s who did not 
enjoy the fame privileges. 

Letters of Nobleffe were not very difficult 
.to be obtained in France ; and when obtain- 
ed, the fame dignity and all the privileges 
were tranfmitted to all the defcendants of 
the perfon ennobled, 

Th*y were by no means, it is true, con- 
fidered as on a footing with the ancient 
Nobility ; but they immediately entered into 
the pofleflion of every odious privilege, 
which they were apt to exercife in the moft 
odious manner. The confcioufnefe of be- 
longing to an ancient and honourable fa- 
mily, and the refpe& that is fpontaaeoufly 
accorded to thofe who enjoy that advan- 
tage, preclude all jealoufy or folicitude on 

the 
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the fubjeft, And in general render their be- 
haviour natipal and polite: but new and* 
Unaccuftomed dignities often infpire weak 
minds with a difpofition to difpl'ay fupetci- 
lious aitfi and a ridiculous deportment ..to- 
wards thofe whom th^y then confider as 
their inferiors, and from whom they are jea- 
lous, of a want o£ refpedt, becaufe of their 
late equality. 

Something of this kind is obfervable even ' 
in England, particularly in the wives of new- 
created Baronets, and the families of new- 
created Pears ; but in England airs of this 
kind are received with fuch contempt, aqd 
fometimes repelled with fuch feverity, that 
they are feldom afliimed. 

But the exuberant plantation of Noblefle 
in France was fo extend ve, and the branches 
fometimes fo extravagant and cumberfomc, 
that it tended to check and deprefs the 
natural and moft^ufeful vegetation o£ the 
foil ; for itf that country the airs of fupe* 
K 2 riority, 






( w ) 

riority, which the moft petulant part of the 
Nobility were apt to afliime, were more dif- 
ficult to reprefs, and were apparent in every 
place. Even at the table of the citizen, the 
deportment of Monfieur le Comte ot Mar- 
' quis often reminded the entertainer of the 
honour done him by^heir condefcending to 
accept of his entertainment. The fmile of 
prote&ion, the proud politenefs, the gefture, 
the tone, and a thoufand circumftances, 
marked the vaft diftance that was conceived 
to be between them f and told him as di& 
tin&ly as any language, that, although ,he 
had dqg a fortune from the dirty mines of 
commerce, he mud ftill preferve a flaviih. 
fubrpiflion in the company, of gentlemen., 
The lowed of the Nobleffe difclaimed all 
conne&ion with the higheft.roturier; nq 
cordial bond of union, no reciprocation of 
good offices, no friendihip, could fubfift 
between the two ranks. They were two 
diftin<3: planets, one of .which difdained t$ 

be 
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be conne&ed with, or influenced by, the 
motions of the other ; the interval between 
them being filled with an atmofphere of re- 
pulfive particles which kept the two fpheres 
afunder, and prevented their moving har- 
monioufly in the fame fyftem. 

The comparative moderation and unaC- 
fuming behaviour obfervable in the Britifli 
Nobility towards their fellow citizens, is not 
to be imputed fo much to any original dif- 
ference in their difpofition from, that of thpfe 
of the finite caft in France or other coun- 
tries, as to the government and cuftoms of 
England, which do riot tolerate that*degree 
of infolence that Was formerly difplayed 
with impunity in France, and ftill continues 
in other -countries in Europe ; for although 
we fee men" in this country of high rank, 
who take as warm an intereft in the general 
rights of their countrymen, and in the 
maintenance of the Britifli Conftitution, 
as in any private rights of their own — mea 
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who have fuch a horror at oppreffion that 
no degree of power could render them tyran-* 
nical — yet we are not certain that even thefo 
men would have poflefled thk degree of 
equity, if they had not been educated under 
impartial laws. 

The ufual effedl of a tyrannical and par- 
tial Government is to render the powerful 
unfeeling, and the weak abje&« " Lea 
" efclaves," fays RoufTeau, u perdent tout 
u dans leur fervitude, jufqu'au defir - d'en 
c< fortir ; comme les compagnons d'Ulifle 
" aimoient leur abRidGement**'* 

That this natural effect did not continue 
to operate in France, was owing to the nu* 
merous writings which have appeared in 
the language of that country, and particu- ' 
larly thofe of Rouffeau himfelf, Thofe 

* Slaves, fays Rouffeau, are fo debafed by their fitu- 
ation, that they lofe all fentiment, even the defire of 
being emancipated \ like the companions of Ulyfles, 
who loyed the-brutal ftate into which they were funk. 

writings, 
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writings, in which the debafing influence of 
defpotifm and the happy effedts of liberty 
were exhibited in the moil glowing lan- 
guage, with other incidental caufes, conti- 
nuing to ad on the heated and elaftic 
minds of Frenchmen, at laft overcame all 
compreflion, and produced an explofion of 
wide and lamentable devaluation. 

To arreft the ruinous effe&s of this, and 
prevent other events of the fame nature, 
requires more wifdom and delicacy than any 
thing which ever engaged the attention of 
thofe whp are entrufted with the govern* 
jnent of the different nations of Europe. 

The embers of this eruption, which hav$ 
been thrown, for example, on a foil for- 
tunately fo ill adapted to their reception 
as that of England, would, it is probable, 
cool of themfelves without any other mi£- 
chief than the detefted odour of their exha- 
lation j whereas, if, from an imprudent zeal 
to difperfe them, they fhould be ftirred with 
K4 violence, 
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violence, they may communicate their fire, 
and fpread new flames. 

To return to our fubjeft. — It may rea- 
fonably be belieyed, that the numbers of the 
Noblefle of France might have been re- 
ftrided, and fome of their privileges re- 
moved, with more fecurity to the Conftitu- 
tion which was afterwards eftabliflied, than 
was produced by abolifhing the order al- 
together. But it is evident, that there was 
fo great a difference between the fituation 
of the Peerage of Great Britain and that of 
the Noblefle of France, that the 'fame per- 
fon who is of opinion that the abolition of 
the privileges of the latter was neceflary for 
the freedom and happinefs of France, may 
alfo be convinced, that the maintenance of 
thofe of the former is a fecurity for the 
freedom and happinefs of Great Britain, 
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CHAPTER VII, 

The Jflembly of the States-General— Jea- 
loufies — Difputes refpeSting the Verification 
of the Power i of the Deputies — 'the King 
attempts to conciliate the Three Orders — 
The Tiers-TLtat fojlpone bis Compromife— 
Artful Propofal of the Clergy— Eluded by 
the Commons — The Solicitude of the King — 
The Tiers-Etat proceed to the Verification 
of the Returns without the other two Or* 
Jers, and affume the Legijtathe Govern* 
ment — Difpute concerning the Name the 
Affcmbly Jkoutd affume — Obfervations * and 
Dtfcourfes of Mir&beau. 

\ LITTLE before the meeting tf the 

States-General, and iluriug^the Jieat 

and commotion which ele&ions and party 

animqfity always produce in a populous 

city, a cataftrophe of a melancholy nature 

7 took 
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took place, the fource of whith has never 
been clearly afcertained. 

A pan of an excellent chara&er, of the 
name of Reveillon, carried on an immenfe 
paper manufa&ory in the fuburb of St. An- 
toine, by which he employed a great num- 
ber of the poor in that quarter. A report 
was,fpread that he intended to diminifh the 
wages of the workmen ; and what rendered 
this more alarming to thefe poor people and 
their families, there was a fcarcity of bread 
at the time in which this rumour arofe. The 
bare falfehood was foon accompanied with 
many additional and aggravating circum- 
ftances, and particularly certain expreffions- 
of an infulting nature to the diftreffes of 
the poor were repeated as having been ufed 
by M. Reveillon, 

Although nothing could be more oppo- 
fite to the general conduct and charadef of 
the man, thefe rumours were readily believed * 

by the unthinking multitude, '* 

They 
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They dragged the figure of a man with a 
label around the neck, infcribed with the 
name of Reveillon and with the ofienfive 
words he was faid to have uttered, to the 
Place de Greve, and there performed the 
ceremony of an execution. Having pafled 
the night in drinking and riot, they went 
the followit\g day and burft, into M. ReveiU 
Ion's houfe, deftroyed his furniture, burnt his 
books and papers, broke into his cellars, itw 
creating their fury by renewed intoxication. 

There haditeen a relaxation in the police 
of Paris unknown before that period, during 
the whole time occupied in the eledicns. 
The Lieutenant of Police, from timidity ojr 
negligence, had taken no meafure for cruih- 
ing this infurreftioij at the beginning* A 
party of fold jers, too weak for the purpofe f 
were fent when it was too late, to prote& 
the houfe of M. Reveillon ; they * were re- 
pulfed by the pillagers. A large body of 
{he French £nd §wifs guards then marched 

agaiaft 
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againft them wjth two pieces of artillery. 
After having in vain fummoned the mob 
around the houfe to retire, the commanding 
officer ordered the foldiers to fire over the 
heads of the multitude, in the hope that it 
would have intimidated and difperfed them. 
It had a contrary efFeft : the multitude pelt- 
ed the guards with ftones from, the ftreets, 
the windows and the top of the houfe. By a 
jecand fire the enraged foldiers killed a con- 
fiderable number of the rabble ; and then, 
rufhing into the houfe, put all to the fword' 
whom they found in the rooms or in the 
cellars. The fcene was horrible ; above one 
hundred of the populace are faid to have 
been flaughterea ; a qonfiderable number of 
the military were wounded, $nd a few- 
killed: 

It has been repeatedly afierted by one 
party, that the fource of this melancholy 
affair was a manoeuvre of the Court, to 
furnifh a pretext for ordering fo large a 

body 
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body of troops near the capital and Ver- 
(ailles as would overawe the populace, and 
render the Aflembly of the States more 
coraplaifant to the views of the Court than 
they were fuppofed to be. 

On the other hand the partifans of the 
Court have afferted, that the infurre&ion 
was excited, at a great expence of money, 
by certain leaders of the popular party, on 
purpofe to fliew the people their own 
ftrength and the weaknefs of Government, 
and %o intimidate the King into acquiefcence 
ifyith their meafures. 

. As, neither party have been able to efta- 
hjiflv their affertiojis on any thing like proof, 
the probability is, that both are unfpunded; 
and that the commotion which was attended 
with fuch fatal confequences originated 
either in priyaje malice agaiqjft M. Ileyeil- 
lon, or. fithply in a falfe report haftily 
believed by a profligate populace, whofe 

natural 
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natural credulity was fharpened by the feaf* 
city of bread and the hope of pillage * 

When a nation is divided in opinion on 
fubje&s which heat the understanding and 
inflame the paffions, there is hardly any 
wickednefs of which one party is not 
capable of accufing the other; and by thefe 
reciprocal accufations of crimes, which per- 
haps neither was- capable of committing, 
they become familiarized with ideas which 
they never before entertained, and are gra* 
dually prepared for deeds which they would 
otherwife have fhrunk from with hortror. 

Oh the day of the aflembling of the 
States-General, the Deputies attended the 
King to the church of St. Lewis at Ver- 
sailles, where they heard a fermon preached 
by the Bifhop of Nancy. The drift of this 
difcourfe was to prove, that all wife legifla- 
tors had cherifhed religion, as the pureft 
fource of happinefs to nations, or, as he ex- 
8 prcfled 
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prefled it, la fource unique et intariflablc 
de leur profperit& The fermon was abun- 
dantly kiterfperfed with praifes of the King ; 
and the Queen was apoftrophized in the 
following terms : " Fille des Cefars, emule 
et confidante des bicnfaits de ton augufte 
epoux*!" There is- certainly nothing ex* 
traordinary in a Bifhop's praifing religion 
in a church, or a King and Queen in a 
fermon preached before tbemfelves; but it 
U a fubje<a of melancholy refle&ion to , 
think how all the three have been treated 
fihceby fome of thofe who heard their 
praifes with applaufe at that time ; and it 
23 impoffible not to imagine, that if the 
French nation had not been deprived of all 
regard for the iirft, they never would have 
behaved in the barbarous manner they did 
to the* two laft. It is like wife worthy 

* Daughter of the Caefars f You who emulate and 
are the confidante of die benevolent a & ions of your 
auguft hufband ! 

of 
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of notice, that the ftate in which the inh&bi* 
tants of France have been fince they loft re- 
ligious impreifions, is no refutation of the 
Bifhop's do&rine. 

From the church the King went to the 
hall appointed for the States. He was 
fcated on a throne erected for the purpofe, 
the Queen placing herfelf at his fide on a 
feat not fo high as that of the King ; the 
Royal Family were feated around; the 
Clergy on one fide of the hall, and the No- 
blefle on the other ; the Tiers-Etat at the 
bottom* 

Such an aflembly, the reprefentatives of a 
great nation^ and, above all, the purpofe for 
which they were convened, to reform long- 
continued and feverely felt abufes, and to 
make regulations on which the happinefs of 
millions of human beings in a great mea- 
fure depended, muft have produced warm 
emotion, and raifed the higheft expe&ation. 

The King pronounced a difcourfe adapted 

to 
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to the occafion, which was followed by 
one from the keeper of the feals^ and the 
meeting concluded with a very long one 
from M. Necker, which however was more 
attended to than either of the other two, 

Gonfidering the different views, interefts, 
and prejudices of the auditory, M. Necker 
muft have poffeffed more addreis than falls 
to the lot of humanity, to have compofed a 
dvfcourfe which would have entirely pleafed 
an audience whofe views and wi£hes were 
fo different, and the minds of many of them 
fo ill difpofed towards the fpeaker. The 
Nobles looked on him as a low-born upftart, 
who by intrigue and talents fit for a count- 
ing-houfe had wriggled himfelf into a fitua- 
tion to which he had no right : the Clergy 
were jealous of^iim as a Protectant : and as 
M. Necker' s difcourfe did not point direct- 
ly to the objeft aimed at 'By the Deputies 
of the Tiers- Etat, whofe views were the 
moft- exalted, thdy alfo were dtfpleafed 
L# with 
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with it ; and they would have been ftill more 
fo, if they had not perceived that it difpleaf- 
cd the Nobleffe and the Clergy. 

There exifted a great jealoufy in the 
three orders which compofed the Affembly ; 
two of them dreading to be dripped of privi- 
leges they had long enjoyed, and the third 
being filled with indignation at the degra- 
dation and oppreffion under which they 
had long fuffered : to this original jealoufy, 
which already burned with too great beat in 
the breads of fome of the Deputies, certain 
circumftanees of a frivolous nature ferved as 
additional fuel. In the ceremonial of prefent- 
ing the Deputies to the King, a diftindtion, 
which it would have been wifer to have 
omitted, was made between the two firft 
orders atod the third. Ii^ admitting the 
Clergy and Noblefle, both foldings of the 
door were thrown open, and they were 
received by the King in his cabinet : but 
in admitting the Deputies of the Tiers-Etat . 

the 
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the bpetiing of one half of the door was 
thought fufficient ; and they were received 
by his Majefty in a kind of anti-chamber. 
This circumftance of the door might have 
been thought equally unpolite, but it would 
not have been quite fo imprudent, if the 
Tiers-Etat had not previoufty obtained a, 
double reprefentation. 

Such diftin&ions may be proper for keep* 
ing up the idea of fuperiority, when neither 
the fuperiority itfelf nor the power of flip- 
porting it is to be called in queftion ; but 
when the firft is difputed, and the fecond 
declining, they had beft not be brought 
forward. The very circumftance of the 
States-General being fummoned was of it- 
felf a proof that the Tiers-Etat were not to 
be treated with the appearance of indignity, 
Infolence, when fupported by power, is 
mean ; without that fupport it is ridiculous. 
Inftead of permitting any appearance of that 
kind, the Court would have done well to 
L 2 have 
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have confidercd the ftate of the public mind 
at the time: that thofe to whom the 
marks of difregard were £hewn> formed, 
by the conceffion of the King himfelf, one 
half of the Aflembly, and were the repre- 
fentatives of the majority of the nation — 
a nation diftinguifhed for fpirit and inge- 
nuity, among whom fcience and the arts 
had been cultivated with nearly as much 
fuccefs even in the opinioa of their grcateft 
rival, with more in the opinion of the reft of 
Europe, and with a great deal more in their 
own opinion, than in any other country in 
the world : that thofe men came fraught 
with the idea, that they had been opprefled 
by the Court, infulted by the Nobles, im- 
pofed on by the Clergy, and were inftruded 
by their conftituents to require redrefs. — 
Had thefe confiderations been duly attended 
to, every invidious and unneceflary diftinc- 
tion, and every circumftance which could 
be conceived- to add irritation to minds 

already 
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already highly irritated, and too ready per- 
haps to eonftrue things indifferent in them- 
felves into caufe of provocation, would have 
been avoided. 

The drefs of ceremony prefcribed for the 
different orders afforded matter of offence 
.alfo : that of the Nobleffe and higher Clergy 
was of itfelf pompous, which fome of them 
fpared no expence in rendering ftill more 
magnificent by additional ornaments ; that 
of the Tiers-Etat confided (imply of the 
little black cloak worn by lawyers, which,. 
when attached to the fhoulders of thofe 
who did not wear black, had a prepofterou6 
and mean appearance. But when it was ob- 
ferved that this was a fubje<3: of ridicule to 
fome of the Nobleffe, the People, however 
difpofed they may be in general to laugh at 
pitiful jok^s, obftinately refufed to give any 
encouragement to this, and fhewed the high- 
eft refpecft for the motley-clothed Depu- 
ties, cheering them with repeated fhouts of 
L 3 Vive 
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Vive le Tiers-Etat! while they allowed 
their fplendid rivals to pafs in proceflipi 
unnoticed. So that in a fhort time a little 
black cloak on a brown thread-bare coat 
became refpeftable ; and afterwards, when 
the cloaks were laid afide, on the converfion 
of the States-General into a National Af- 
fembly, a great plainnefs or rather fhabbi- 
nefs of drefe was, upon the fame principle, 
confidered as a prefumption of patriotifm. 

This might have ferved as a warning to 
Adminiftration and the Clergy, to be ex- 
ceedingly cautious how they proceeded ; 
for after the nation had proved, by this in- 
fiance, that they were capable of a fudden 
and complete change of opinion on a fub- 
ie& which had always occupied them fo 
much as that of drefs, it was tQ be expedted 
that they might alter their way of thinking, 
with flill greater eafe, on matters which hU 
therto had appeared to be of far lefs import- 
ance to them— namely, Government and 

Religion. 

. Before 
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Before the Aflembly could proceed to the 
bufinefs for which it was convoked, the veri- 
fication of the powers of the Deputies was 
neceflary, and for this purpofe their writs of 
return were to be examined. The Nobi- 
lity and Clergy propofed, that this fliould 
be done by each of the orders feparately> 
in a chamber appropriated for itfelf : but 
the Third Eftate were of a different way of 
thinking ; for although they had gained the 
point of a double reprefentation, they knew 
that the Court partly expe&ed that it would 
be rendered of little importance, by the re- 
folution the Nobles and Clergy had formed 
not to vote by poll, but by orders, each in- 
verted with the privilege of putting a nega- 
tive on the decifion of the other two. M. 
Necker himfelf had, in his difcourfe at the 
opening of the Aflembly, talked in fuch 
equivocal term* on this head, that each 
party .might have imagined he favoured 
their wifhes. Yet that they fhould guard 
h 4 againft 
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againft voting by orders, and fecure the 
point of voting by poll, formed a principal 
article in the inftru&ions of many Deputies 
for the Third Eftate j and they were aware, 
that if a precedent were once eftablifhed of 
doing bufmefs of any Ifind feparately, that 
fingle inftance might prove decifiye of the 
queftion. When they aflembled in the 
common hall, therefore, they refplved that 
the three orders fhould verify their powers 
together ; and finding that the Nobles and 
Clergy did not join them, they feparated 
without proceeding to the verification of 
their own powers : and when ihey met after? 
wards, they declared it was only as indivi- 
duals, without any political cbara&er or 
right to a£t ; and that they waited for the 
two other orders in the common hall, that 
the verification of their powers might he 
:jnade in the pnly yalid way, when all were 
prefent. 

In this flfte twinge continued for feveral 

weeks : 
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sleeks j the Noblefle and Clergy meeting in 
their refpe&ive halls, and the Deputies of 
the Third Eftate aflembling daily in the 
common hall, but abftaining from verifying 
their powers on account of the abfence of 
the other orders. 

The Commons, having the voice and af? 
fedions of the vaft majority of the nation, 
with them, and being conyinced that this 
circumftance muft render them victorious, 
made a fhew of great temper and modera- 
tion. They fent repeated meflages to the 
Nobles, in the moft refpe<3ful terms invito 
ing them to the hall, that the great interefts 
of the nation might not be retarded. Re- 
ceiving no fatisfa&ory anfwer from them, 
the Commons fent a deputation to the 
Clergy, inviting them to the common hall, 
that they nrght mutually deliberate on the 
moft efFe&ual means of reftoring tranquillity 
find happinefs to the nation. On this occa- 
sion the Commons conjured the Clergy tQ 

agree 
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.agrfee to their requeft in the name of the God 
of Peace. This form of entreaty was adopt* 
ed as peculiarly applicable to thofe who 
called themfelves the fervants of the God of 
Peace, and in the belief that it could not be 
rejected without their being thought difc 
refpe&ful to their mafter, and of courfe 
without being of prejudice to them in the 
minds of the People. 

The Clergy, who were fenfible of the 
value of popularity in the prefent exigency, 
and who confidered the pathetic terms of 
the exhortation as turning their own artillery 
againft them, determined to retaliate, by 
pufhing the Commons into a troublefome 
dilemma, and perhaps dealing from them 
fome of their popularity. For this purpofe 
,they fent a deputation to the Third Eftate, 
lamenting the miferable condition of the 
people, arifing from the high price of bread, 
and propofing that a committee, drawn from 
each of thie three orders, fbould be appointed 

3 to 
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to concert the fpeedieft means for alleyiat* 
ing the diftrefles of the poor. 

The Clergy thought it would be difficult 
to elude a propofal, whofe objedl was to re- 
Jieve the diftrefles of the people ; and knew 
at the fame time, that a Committee appoint- 
ed in the manner they propofed would 
have fan&ioned, in a great meafure, future 
deliberations in which the diftin&ion of 
orders fliould be preferred— which was pre- 
cifely what the two fuperior clafles had in 
view : and the Clergy were in hopes that 
the Commons would be driven either to 
confent to agree to the Committee, or run 
fhe rilk of difpleafmg the people by re- 
futing to concur with fuch a benevolent 
jneafure. 

The Third Eftate were not caught by the 
fnare that was laid for them. * Compre- 
hending fully all that was intended by this 
propofition, they precluded its confequences 
by the following anfwer to the Clergy: 

• u Penetrated 
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** Penetrated "with the fame fenfe of duty 
that you are, and affe&ed even to tears at 
' the diftrefs of the ppople, we entreat and 
conjure you to unite injiantly with us in tht 
common ball^ to concert meafures for the 
remedy of thefe calamities." 

Inftead of haftening to meet the Com- 
mons with the expedition which their mef- 
fage and the urgency of the cafe imported, 
the Clergy returned folr anfwer, that they 
would continue to meditate on the propereft 
means of relieving the diftrefles of the poor, 
which they acknowledged to be an object 
of the moft important and interefting na- 
ture, and which they had infinitely at heart, 
but that moft unfortunately there was not a 
fufficient number of Deputies prefent in their 
hall to decide on fo weighty a bufinefs. 

Each party, perceiving that their real de- 
signs were feen, dropped any farther ufe of 
pretexts which deceived neither; the name of 
the Qod of Peace was np jnore mentioned ; 

the 
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the high price of bread gave nti farthef 
uneafmefs ; and the poor were left in the 
fame diftrefs as before. 

In the meain time the King feemed to havt 
the general profperity more at heart, and to 
be more ready to make facrifices for obtain* 
ing it, than any of the three orders ; for while 
two of them were obftinately infifting on 
verifying the powers of the Deputies apart, 
and the third declaring that it fhould be 
done together, other important bufinefs 
was fufpended, to the great lofs of the pub- 
lic j and befides, in plain common fenfe, it 
would feem, tliat no particular order, nor 
all the three orders united, could with pro* 
priety verify the* powers of the Deputies* 
This right evidently belonged to the King. 
The Aflembly of the States had been called 
by his proclamation ; it belonged to him to 
examine whether the Deputies had been 
elected according to the terms of the pro- 
clamation. It would appear abfolutely re- 
<Juifite, that he fihould authorize thofe at 
4 leaft 
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icaft toho were to begin the verificaticmj 
for with what propriety could men fcruti-* 
nize or verify the powers of their brothel 
Deputies, whofe own powers had not been 
examined and verified ? Without infifting, 
however, on what feemed to be his right, 
he propofed, as a conciliatory meafure, that 
they fhould verify their powers feparately, 
communicate the verification to each other ; 
and, in cafe any difputable matter fhould 
arife on which they could not agree, he of- 
fered to be the umpire. 

The Nobleffe and Clergy agreed to the 
King's propofals, and appointed coinmif- 
faries to meet with thofe of the Commons; 
who on their part, without dire&ly rejedt- 
ing the compromife, declared that they poft- 
poned their final decifion until they fhould 
receive the report of their commiflioners 
after the conference. It was evident that 
they were refolved it fhould come to, no- 
thing: new matter of difpute arofe, as 
was pre-determined, at the conferences 

which 
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which were held in prefence of the MinU 
Her ; and the King's mediation, to his great 
mortification, proved ineffe&ual. 

With an averfion to intrigues of every 
kind, and little relifh for the magnificence 
of a court or the exercife of power, the 
good-natured Prince fupremely defired the 
happinefs of his fubje&s and his own tran- 
quillity. He had long endeavoured to mo- 
derate the diffenfions of the contending par- 
ties ; and their increafing animofity greatly 
afflicted his mind. " Je n'ai eu depuis 
quelques annees que des injians de bonheur," 
faid he to M. Necker, fpeaking of the vio- 
lence of the parties and their reciprocal 
accufations, and perhaps under the general 
apprehenfionof fome of the fubfequent evils. 
As to the complicated and unexampled 
atrocities that have taken place fince, they 
could not have entered into his imagination, 
or fcarcely into that of the mofi: gloomy- 
minded prophet of evil that ever lived. 

-, It 
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It ia painful toSrefledt, that a Prince fd 
avcrfe from difturbing the peace of others? 
fliould have his own fo cruelly deftroyed j 
while thofe who, from ambitious or felfifh 
Tiews, anxioufiy feek for a caufe of difcord,- 
cry havock and let loofe the dogs of war, 
are permitted to pafs their lives in luxu* 
rioua eafe. 

There was this ftriking difference between 
the conduct of the Noblefle and the Tiers* 
Etat, that the latter, by perfifting in a plan 
of apparent moderation and even inactivity, 
allowed their popularity, or in other words 
their power, to increafe ; whereas the for- 
mer fwelled in the pride of their preten- 
fi: us as their power dwindled, and pro- 
ceeded to the verification of the powers of 
their Deputies in their owa particular hall, 
and to other afits, as if they were a com- 
plete and legal Aflembly ; without confider- 
ing that they thereby weakened themfelves 
on the fide on which the mod dangerous 

attack 



( .i6i ) 

attack was to be expe&ed, and where they 
were already too weak. While they thua 
ruined their own popularity, they increafed 
that of the Third Order, and furnifhed them 
with an example, whieh they followed as 
foon as they thought they would be fup- 
ported by the approbation of the public. 

Having made a new effort for the union 
of the orders, by fummoning all the Depu- 
ties* including thofe of; the NoblefTe arid 
Clergy, they declared that they would pro- 
ceed to the verification of the returns j and 
after that ceremony, thofe Deputies whofe 
powers fhould be then verified in the com- 
mon hall would l?e conftituted a legal aflem- 
bly, and would inftantly afTume the legifla- 
tive authority. 

On the thirteenth of June they accord- 
ingly began to call the Deputies, and to 1 
verify the powers of thofe, who appeared; 
in which number were none of the order of 
Nobility, &ad only three, of that of the 
M Clergy. 
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ing remark made by Mirabeau on this oo 
cafion : " II eft cette difference eflentielle 
entre le metaphyficien, qui, dans la medita- 
tion du cabinet, faifit la verite dans fon 
energique purete, et Thomme d'etat qui eft 
oblige de tenir compte des.anteeedens > des 
difficultes, des obftacles ; il eft, dis-je, ..cette 
difference entre finftru&eur du peuple et 
l'adminiftrateur politique, que Tun ne fonge 
qu'a ce qui efl y et f autre s'occupe de ce qui 
pcut etre* 

" Le metaphyficien, voyageant fur unc 
mappe-monde, franchit tout fans peine, ne 
s'embarraffe ni des montagnes, ni des de- 
ferts, ni des flcuves, ni des abymes ; mais 
quand on -veut realifer le voyage, quand on 
.veut arriver au but, il faut fe rappeller fans 
qeffe qu'orf marche fur la terre, et qu'on 
n'eft plus dans le monde ideal*." 

After 

* There is an effential difference between the meta- 
phyficien who in his ftudy fehxs truth in all its ener- 
getic 



( 165 ) 

After a long difcuffion, however, the 
name of National Aflembly was propofed 
by M. le Grand, and adopted by the majo- 
rity ; on which the hall refounded with the 
cryofVivent leRoi et rAflembleeNationale! 

This debate, refpe&ing the name by 
which the Aflembly was to be called, re- , 
minds us of the difpute which took place in 
thp year 1689 between the Peers and Com- 
mons of England, on the words abdicated 
and deferted; which, however, was not 
merely verbal; for h s is more conformable 
with Tory principles to declare, that 4 King, 

getic purity, and the ftatefman who is obliged to 
confider antecedents, difficulties, obftacles ; there is this 
difference, I fay, between the inftructor of the people 
and the political adminiftrator, that the one only think? 
of what really is, antf the other of what may be, 

The metaphyfician, travelling on the map, paflcs 
over mountains, deferts, rivers, and abyfles, without 
difficulty ; but lie who intends to make the journey in 
good earnefl, muft keep conftantly in his mind, that *he 
is to travel on this earth, and not in an idqil world,. 

. M3 in 
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in confequence of mal-adminiftration and 
having withdrawn himfelf out of.the king* 
dom, had deferted the government, than that 
he had abdicated it ; the Tories, therefore, 
contended ftrcnuoufly for the former. The 
genuine Whig principle di&ated the decifive 
word forfeited^ as preferable to either ; and 
accordingly that word was adopted by the 
Scottish Parliament, which kept no meafures 
with the Tories of their country : but the 
Englifti Whigs, as Hume remarks, having 
been joined by the Tories in bringing about 
the Revolution^ waved a word which was 
offenfive to them, and, by way of com- 
promife, ufed abdicated — to which the To- 
ries of the Houfe of Peers were at laft 
pleafed to agree. 

The word Peuple having by the French 
been long applied to the loweft order only, 
it was confidered by many members as 
lowering the Deputies to denominate them 
Reprefentans du Peuple Francois. Mirabeau, 

having 
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having obferved this, added : " Je fuis peu 
inquiet de la fignification des mots dans la 
langue abfurde du prejuge ; je parle ici la 
langue de la liberte, et je m'appuye fur 
1'exemple des Anglois, fur celui des Am^ri- 
cains, qui ont toujours honore le nom de 
Peuple r quiTont toujours confacre dansleurs 
declarations, dans leurs lois, dans leur poli- 
tique. Quand Chatham renferma dans unfeul 
mot la charte des nations, et dit la Majefle du 
P tuple ; quand les Americains ont oppofe 
les droits naturels duPeupIe a tout le fatras 
des publiciftes fur les conventions qu'on leur 
oppofe ; ils ont reconnu toute la fignifica- 
tion, toute 1'energie de cette expreffion, a 
qui la liberte donne tant de valeur*." 

* In 

* I give no weight to the fignification of words 
according to the abfurd language of prejudice ; I here 
(peak the language of liberty, and am fiipported by the 
example of the Englifh and of the Americans, who have 
always refpe£ted the name of the People, and have al- 
ways adopted it in their declarations, in their laws, and 
M 4 in 
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111 another difcourfe he acknowledges, 
that the word Peuple was often underftood 
to havp the fame fignification with Fulguji 
in Latin; Mob in Eijglifh, what the arifto*. 
crates in France infolentiy called Canaille ; 
and for that very reafon he prefers the titk 
of Reprefentans du Peuple Frangois to any 
other denomination for the Aflembly. w Je 
perfevere dans ma motion," continued he, 
<f et dans la feule expreffion qu'oft en avoit 
attaqueejje veux dire la qualification du 
Peuple Francois, Je Tadopte, je la defends, 
je la proclame, par la raifon qui la fait com-* 
battre. 

u Oui : c'eft parce que le nom de Peuplq 

in their politics. When Chatham compreffed the char- 
ter of nations in a fingle exprefllon, and pronounced 
the Majeftyoftbe People: when the Americans op- 
pofed the* natural Rights of the People to all the trafh 
publifhed againft them ; they (hewed that they under- 
ftood the true fignification and full energy of an ex? 
preflion, to which freedom gives' fo great a value, 

Veft 



( i6g ) 

p'eft pas aflez refpe&e en France ; parce qu'il 

jeft obfcurci, couvert dc la rouille du prejuge j 

parce qu'il nous prefente une idee dont Tor- 

gu^il s'allarme'et dont la vanite fe revoke ; 

parce qu'il eft prononce avec meprip dan$ 

les chambres des arfftocrates ; c'eft pour cela 

meme, MeflieurSj que je voudrois, c'eft 

pour cela meme que nous devon? nous im- 

pofer; nori feulment de le rele^er, mais dc 

l'ennoblir, de le rendre deformais refpe&able 
... 

aux miniftres et cher & tous les cceurs. 

" Plus habiles que nous, l<e$ heros Bataves 
qui fond&rent la liberte de leurs pays prirent 
le npm de Queux : ils ne voulurent que ce 
titre, parce que le mepris de leurs tyrans 
avoit pretendu les en fletrir ; et ce titre, en 
leur attachant cette claffe immenfe que Tarif- 
tocratie et le defpotifme aviliflbient, fut a 
la fois leur force, leur gloire, et le gage de 
leur fucces. Les amis de la liberte choififlent * 
le nom qui les fert le mieux, et non celui 
qui les flatte le plus ; ils s'appelleront les 

Remontrans 
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Remontrans cri Amcrique, les Patres . en 
Suifle, les Gueux dans les Pays-Bas ; "ils fe 
pareront des injures de leurs ennemis ; ils 
leur &teront le pouvoir de les humilier avec 
des exprcflions dont ils auront fu s'ho- 
norerV 

* I perfift in my motion, and in the only expreffion 
which is found fault with ; I mean that of the* French 
People. I adopt it, I defend it, I proclaim it, "for the 
very reafons for which it is attacked. 

Yes : it is beCaufe the name of the People is not fuf- 
ficiently refpe&ed in France ; becaufe it is obfeured and 
covered with the ruft of prejudice j becaufe it conveys an 
idea which wounds pride and mortifies vanity ; becaufe 
it is mentioned with difdain in the houfes of ariftocrates ; 
it is for thofe very reafons tnat I adopt it — it is for thofe 
very reafons that we ought to affume it, ennoble it, and 
render it refpe&able in the eyes of Minifters and at 
Courts, 

Thofe heroes who founded the liberty of Holland, 
more judicious than we, took the name of Gueux (beg- 
§ gars) j and they would have no other title, becaufe the 
pride of their tyrants made them imagine they would be 
lowered by it ; and that very title, by attaching to them 
that immenfe clafs which ariflocracy and defpotifrn 

vilify, 
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vilify, became at once their ftrength, their glory, and 
the pledge of their fuccefs. The friends of Liberty chofe 
the name which would beft ferve her caufe, not that 
which was moil flattering to themfelvcs. In Switzer- 
land, they aflumed the name of Herdftnen $ in the Low 
Countries, that of Beggars ; glorying in the injurious 
appellations of their enemies, and receiving their abufe, 
not as what could humble them, but* as that which did 
them honour. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Mirabeau — Refolutions of the National Af- 
fembly — Different ConduSl of the different 
Orders — Inflexible and unfeeling Behaviour 
of the Tiers-Etat — Imprudent ConduB of 
the higher Clergy 1 — Popularity of the in- 
ferior Clergy — Libels, Lampoons — Unlver- 
fal Prejudice againjl the Nobles and 
Clergy— -Reflexions on the different Light 
in which the French Revolution is viewed 
by thofe in different Situations all over 
Europe — Mirabeau s journal — Conference 
between him and M. Necher. 

"\ /TIRABEAU had offended many per- 
fons of weight in the order to which 
he himfelf belonged, by his extravagancies 
and profligacy, more by his fatirical wit, 
and moft of all by a fuperiority of genius; 
which they could neither conteft nor brook. 

Perceiving 



.( *73 ) 
Perceiving that he had no chance of being 
chofen a Deputy to the States : Generai by 
the J^oblefle, he immediately ufed his enr 
dea.vours to be chofen by the Tiers- Etat* 
His endeavours wefe fuccefsful : he not 
only was chofen a Deputy for Aix en Pro- 
vence and Marfeilles, that very part of 
France which had been the fcene of his 
youthful follies, and where his character was 
bell known, but he alfo acquired a degree 
of popularity among his conftituents, which 
was never furpaffed, and which he retained 
unimpaired till his death. In general he 
enjoyed the fame popularity in the capital, 
though during fome fhort intervals he loft 
it to fuch a degree, that the populace of 
Paris called him a traitor, and threatened 
him with the lanterne; particularly when 
he oppofed the decree excluding the Mini- 
Hers from being members of the National 
Aflfembly, that concerning the King's Veto, 
and a third on the right of declaring war 

4 . and 
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and making peace ; yet perhaps he never 
had more.reafon on his fide, nor did he 
ever a€k more in conformity with the poli- 
tical principles wfiich Tie always profefled 
than on thofe occafions,: f6r Mirabeau was 
not a republican. 

The knowledge he had-of the temper and 
character of his countrymen, of the hiftory 
of republics ancient and modern ; his own 
reffe&ions on the internal commotions that 
exifted during even the raoft brilliant pe^ 
riods of the Roman commonwealth, the 
only one which could with propriety be 
adduced as an example to fo extenfive a 
country as France ; the favourable idea he 
had of the Britifh Conftitution ; all thofe 
confiderations determined his mind in fa- 
vour of a limited monarchy. But as no man 
ever poflefled in a fuperior degree the art of 
gaining the confidence of the people, and 
of leading a popular aflembly ; and as his 
own importance and power depended on 
x the 
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the importance of that clafs who were nei- 
ther Nobility nor Clergy, he wifhed to raife 
them from the debating light in which they 
had been long viewed in Trance, and to fe- 
cure.to them a reafohable degree of power 
and refpeS. In contending that the At- 
fembly fliould adopt the name of Reprefen- 
tans du Peuple^ he certainty meant no more. 
He whxrdUlikeda government like the an- 
cient Roman republic, becanfe it was com* 
po£ed of a Senate and People only*, muft 
have been more averfe to one in which th6 
People alone wera Sovereign, which pre- 
tended to annihilate all diftindions of rank, 
and to eftablifh an infipid equality, in which 
the fuperiority of talent, which peculiarly 
diftinguHhed himfelf, would be confidered 
as a fpecies of aristocracy that might lead 
to the guillotine. 

It was .unfortunate fctf France that Mi- 
rabeau was not on good terms with M. 

*' S«iJitus Populufquc Rbmanus. 

Necker: 
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Necker : if he had, the talents and addreft 
• of the former* co-operating with the good 
intentions and corre&ing the theories of the 
latter, as they were both friends to freedom 
an^d neither wiflbeifor a republic, .a pra&i- 
table goyernmenty of a mrinarehicai form 
and founded on freedom, might have been 
formed : or at any rate, had Mirabeau lived 
a few years longer than he did, his difcern- 
ment would have detected, and his power- 
ful ridicule would have expofed, the folly 
of thofe vifionary politicians, who, travelling 
over the world on a map, like his tnetaphy- 
fician, regardlefs of mountains and rivers, 
declared that all power came from the people, 
negle&ing to eftabliih. at the fame time, that 
the people could exerrife ho part of that 
power but muft delegate the whole. His 
triumphant eloquence, it is probable, would 
have precluded the abfurd tide of Petlple 
Souverairi) and the mifchievous ideas which 
have attended it ; he would have been able to 

convince 
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convince the National Affembly .and the 
Nation at large, that although thofe Princes 
who poffefied arbitrary power were often 
cruel and tyrannical, yet it fometimes hap- 
pened that they were the reverie j whereas 
le Peuple Souverain, ading individually and , 
not by repfefentatives, had ever been in all 
aged and in all countries an unrelenting fa- 
vage ; that the patural impetuofity of the 
French national character gave no reafon to 
expeft, that he would reign with more mo- 
deration ia France than elfewhere ; but that, 
as foon as he fliould obtain that title and the 
power which it implies, the innate violence 
and, fury of his difpofmon would appear ; 
that: he would brandhh his pike, overawe 
thei National Affembly, plunge the fupprior 
orders into the mire from which be him- 
felf had juft emerged, murder thofe who 
had raifed him to power, and overwhelm 
the Ub&Mik <!WAQdihe,d and terror. Such 
we the horrors w&ofc the. penetrating genius 
N of 
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of MirabeaU, forefeeing, would have pre- 
vented ; and they will warn other nations 
ftill labouring under defpotifm, what they 
have carefully to avoid in their exertions to 
obtain a free government. . • 

After a difcuffion which occupied more 
time, and occafioned more heat, than could 
have been expe&ed from the mere queftioft 
of a name for the Aflembly, that o£ National 
AJfembly was adopted. The members hav- 
ing taken the oath to fulfil their duty to 
their country with fidelity, a declaration 
was made, that the National Aflembly being 
eompofed of members delegated by an irri- 
fnenfe majority of the French Nation^ would 
femain no longer inactive on account of 
the abfent Deputies or of any particular clafc 
of men, but would immediately begin th<S 
great work of reformation, for which they 
had been appointed by their country. 

They pronounced, that no tax -or impo- 
sition was legal that was not confirmed or 

ena&ed 
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enafted by the reprefentatives of the nation. 
That neverthelefs, to prevent confufion, the 
exifting taxes fhould be continued to be le- 
vied until they were annulled by the Aflem- 
bly, or until the Aflembly feparated. They 
declared that they would, in concert with his 
Majefty, take the national debt into confide- 
ration as foon as poffible ; and in the mean 
time fhey-patthe national creditors under the 
fafeguard of the national faith and honour. 

Thefe refolutions were heard with ap- 
plaufe by the numerous fpedtatdrs ; * they 
were carried with all poffible expedition 
to the capital, where they produced the 
ftrongeft fymptoms of joy, which became 
univerfal over the nation; for thofe who 
were diflatisfied and alarmed at the proceed- 
ings, were obliged to conceal their fenti- 
ments in this moment of enthufiafm. 

By this a£l of fupremacy without the 
concurrence of the two other orders, and 
without Wiring for the approbation of the 
N 2 King, , 
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, King, they decided the queftioa wliich had 
ik* been yet agitated, namely, whether the 
National AfTembly fhould vote individually 
of by the united voice of each order* They 
adted not as part of an affembly of men de- 
legated to remedy certain abufes in an exift- 
hig government, but as a CQmpletc afiembly 
anthorifed to form a new government. In 
efleft, they iflirmed the whole power of 
the State. 

It has been faid, that a different condu& 
on the part of the two higher orders would 
have prevented the third from adopting fa 
violent a meafore. The fame kind of re- 
flexion hardly ever fails to be made, when 
any conduct whatever has unfortunate coa- 
fequenees. As that which the Nobles and 
Clergy purfued has led to their rain, it is 
now clear that they would have been no 
lofers by choofing another. When they 
faw that the Tiers* with the approbation 
of the People, were determined that the. 
2 powers 
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powert of all the Deputies fhould be verified 
in common, perhaps it would have had a 
happy and conciliatory effect noj to have 
jdifputedthat poiat ; their meeting arid con- 
verting daily together might have confirmed 
their union j whereas the refufal of thjg two 
firft orders to meet at all became a frefh 
fource of jealoufy and hatred, and was per- 
haps the caufe of their being depTiyed of 
fome privileges which they might havfe been 
allowed to retain. 

Th'9 joy xnanifefted by the nation at the, 
decifive condud: of the TiersJEtat tended to 
give them at once frefh courage and addi- 
tional ftrehgth ; whereas it only gave to the 
other two orders frefh indignation, of which 
they poflefled a fufKcient quantity before, 
and teh&ed to dimini(h their ftrength, of 
which tbly had not enough, 

As the Noblefle and the Clergy liad 

rallied under the Court, were dife&ed in 

jqaany points by the King's minifters, and 

N 3 belonged 
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belonged in- general to that, clafs of fociety 
in which the violence of private paflioji is 
more under the reftraints of intereft or de- 
corum, it nyght naturally have been ex- 
pected that they: would have conduced 
themfelves with more policy, unanimity, 
and energy, thpn the third. The fadt, 
however, was otherwise. We find the 
Nobles and the Clergy divided among them-* 
felves, a&ing without- fyftem or courage, 
aflfe&ing an importance which they no 
longer had, and making claims which 
they were afterwards obliged to relinqyufhi 
wjiereas the Commons, from the firft- meet- 
ing of the States-General until the union of 
the three orders, never advanced a ftep 
which they afterwards retracted, never 
turned to the right hand or to the left, but 
moved on ftedfaft to their object, making 
good every new right which they claimed, 
although moft of them were at firft refufed. 

and 
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and fomedTthem fhockingly ill-timed. Of 
the kft the following is a remarkable 
example. * 

Soon after "the affembling. of the States- 
General, and during that- interval ia which 
the Tiers- Etat feemed to. be patiently wait- 
ing the moment when the two other, orders 
would unite with them, it ' was obferved 
that, on fending a deputation .to the King, 
the Deputies of the Third Order were 
received by the Keeper, of the Seals, who 
according to ancient .cuftpoi eattied their 
requefts to the Kipg, whereas deputations 
from the NoblefFe apd Clergy were received 
by the King in perfon; the Third Order 
refolved to put an end to this diftin&ion, 
and for that purpofe appointed a new de- 
putation—ordering at the fame time their 
Dean, M/Bailly, to wait *>n his Majefty 
in perfon, and inform him that the Com- 
mons acknowledged jgto intermediate perfon , 
N 4 between 
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betwefen the King and hia !ta)ple» ind 
begged to. know the time when theft depu- 
tation fhould wait on him. 

The youtig Daiiphin died oh the day 
when M. Bailly endeavoured to fulfil his 
commiflion.' When the officer in waiting 
announced him, the King fent irim word to, 
communicate his bufiriefs in the ufual way 
through the Keeper of the Seals, M. Bailly 
then waited on the Miniflfer, vyho Kivin£ 
addrefled the King on the fubje& ifeceive4 
the following anfwer : 

" II m'eft impoffitrle, dans les cxreon- 
ftances ou je me trouve, de voir M. Bailly 
ce foir, bu demain matin, ni deiixer unjouc 
pour la deputation, Montrez mon biUtt \ 
M. Bailly pour fa decharge.*" 

* It is not poffible for me, in my prefent ftale of 
mind, to fee M. Bailly this evening or tomorrow morn* 
ing, nor can I at prefent fit an hoar for receiving the 
deputation. Shew my note tt> M. Bailty % his juftifi. 
cation. 

Whca 
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When this billet was feftd in the A(Tem« 

My of the Commons, it excited murmurs of 

difcontehh Thefe murmurs, however un- 

reafonable they wete, feem to have made an 

impreffion at the Court ; for foon after M • 

pailly received a letter in thefe terms: 

* M. le Garde 4es Sceaux prfivient M. Bailly 

qu'il fort de chez le Roi f bu il etoit monte 

pour prendre fes ordres fur la deputation. 

Quoique fa Majeft? foit dans la plus pro- 

fonde affii&ion, et que juifqu'ici elle n'ait 

youlu voir perfonne, le Roi recevra cepen- 

dant demain la deputation du Tiers-Etat 

£ntre onze heures et midij fon intention 

pft que la deputation foit au npmbre de 

vingt*." 

The 

* The Keeper of the Seals informs M. Bailly, that 
he is juft come from the King, on whom he had waited 
to receive his orders refpe&jng the deputation. Not- 
withftanding his Majefty's being in the greateftaffii&ion, 
and that hitherto he his not been able to fee any body, 
he will receive die deputation ?f the Tiers-Etat to- 
morrow 
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The deputation waited on" the King ac- 
cordingly^ : Its avowed objeft was to repre- 
fent the earneft defire of the Third Order to 
unite with the other two, and to complain 
of the obftacles by which the Nobles pre- 
vented this union, and thereby retarded 
public bufinefs. In the addrefs, which was 
pronounced by M. Bailly, th^ Commons 
alio declared that they gloried in their at- 
tachment tQ the perfon of the King, and 
that they would be at all times ready to fhed 
their blood and fpend their fortunes in fup-t 
port of the true principles of the monarchy. 
The concluding words were, u Vos fidelles 
Communes font profondement touchees de 
. la cifconftance ou votre Majefte a la bontc 
dq recevoir leur deputation ; et elles pren- 
nent la liberte de lui adrefler Texpreffion 
de, toUs leurs regrets, et de leur refpeftueufe 
renflbilitG* ,, ' 

.•"..;.. This 

iftorrow between eleven and twelve o'clock. He ex- 
peels that the deputation (hall confift of twenty. 
•* Yo'ur faithful Commons are deeply affected at the 



circum* 
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This addrefs, under the circumftances ia 
which it- was made, will not be confidered- 
as a convincing proof of the refpe£tful fen*- 
Jibility of thofe who framed it, for the 
King's affli&ion ; but it: is, a pretty ftrong 
one, of thp p.erfeverance of the Tiers-Etatia 
their claims, even during circumftances in 
which moft people will imagine that they 
might have been ^t leaft poftponed. 

Although the Nobles did not a£t with all 
the fteadinefs and unanimity of the Tiers- 
Etat, the^e vyas but a fmall number who fd- 
ceded from the general opinion of their 
order ; but among the Clergy there was a 
confiderable portion whofe wifhes went not 
along with the general inclination of theirs. 
This was fuppofed to have been owing to 
the "proud deportment of fome of the Digni- 

circumftances in which your Majefty had the goodnefs 
to receive their deputation ; and they take the liberty of 
cxprefling to you this teftimony of their regret and moft 
fltfpe&ful fympathy. ' '. '. 

6 taries 
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tints of the Church, who, contrary to the 
ipirit of the rcligiotl they profeffed, are faid 
to have treated their brethren the inferior 
Clergy with fuch negleft and apparent con- 
tempt, as to annihilate that efprit de corpj 
*which ufually binds men of the- fame pn* 
feffion together, and inclined them to faVout 
Ithe Tiers-Etat, with, many of whom they 
lived on the footing of equality and friend* 
ifhip. The ttnpopularity of the higher 
"Clergy appeared ftrongly during the ete&ion 
of the Deputies, and occafiohed a much 
greater 'proportion of the inferior clafs to bfe 
fcle&ed than would have taken place, had 
hot the former deftrtyed theft: natural in* 
fluence by an imprudent and haughty be- 
faaviout. 

What the Dignitaries of the Church loft 
in popularity about this period, the lower 
orders of the Clergy acquired* and retained 
until the government of the country was 
iifurpqd by a fet of ipen devoid of eveiy 

fehtimeat 
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fentiment of religion, gratitijde, or coqi* 
paffion. 

This did not efcape the obfervation of 
thofe who compofed the little pieces for the 
theatre, who of all authors are the mod 
attentive in feizing the reigning fancy of 
the times, and gratifying {he public taftc : a 
Country Cur6 became all at once a favour- 
ite char?&er on the ftage* and was often 
brought forward as the vehicle of patriotic 
fentiments. Sometimes M« le Cure wa$ 
exhibited even in a nxore heroic point of 
view* 

The beft apology th$it can be made for 
the praife which is fo often beftowed on 
Princes and on men in pow^r who do not 
defetve itj is, that it Ibmetimes infpires them 
with a defire of becoming what they are 
faid to be already. Thus we are told, 
that Augttftus was flattered into humanity. 
In the fame manner I have been affured, 
that many Curls and Parifh Priefts, who at 

the 
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the beginning of the revolution were very 
cool on the fubje£t, when they underftood 
that they were reprefentetl on' the ftage as 
patriots and defenders of their country, 
at length caught fire, and became what they 
beheld — inculcating revolutionary opinions 
on the minds of their parifliioners, and 
fometimes leading them agaihft detached 
parties of the enemy. I was myfelf prefent 
at the reprefentation of a little piece in the 
year 1792, which I was told was founded 
in truth. The fcene of the piece was a 
fmall village on the frontiers of France. 
4 While the Cure is exhorting a group of the 
inhabitants to maintain their freedom and 
defend their country, news is brbught that 
a party of Hulans are at hand; the Cure 
immediately truffes up his black robe, girds 
on a fabre, feizes a mufket, and marches at 
the head of his audience to meet the enemy. 
In the next fcene he returns vi&orious, and 
is welcomed with fongs of triumph by the 

wives 
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wives and children of the band of villager* 
which has repulfed the invaders. 
. This popularity, however, was entirely 
confined to the inferior orders of ecclefiaftics* 
Thje prejudice again ft th'e higher clafles con- 
tinued augmenting without interruption; 

It was evident, from the conduct of the 
Court immediately before the meeting of 
the States-General, from the ceremonies, 
obferved on that occafion, arid even from 
the difcourfe of M. Necker on the firft day 
of the AfTembly, that it was intended that 
a diftindion of orders. ftxould be maintained, 
that the Afiembly fhauld vote by orders, 
and that each order fhould have the prero- 
gative of putting a negative on the pro- 
ceedings of the other two. 

It is difficult to know what M. Necker's 
reaifentirnents were on this qUeftion. A fear 
of weakening his popularity might prevent, 
his recommending the vote by orders ; un- 
^viljingnefs to difoblige the Court, and fome 

dread 
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4ttid of the violence of certain leading men 
In the Tiers-Etat, might hinder him from 
recommending the noting by pott. He re- 
eommended neither entirely, and yet he 
recommended both iii fome degree. He 
faid there Were fome points on which it was 
preferable to Vote by order* and others on 
which it would be mod expedient to vote 
by individual voices* What be faid in 
favour of voting by orders was greatly ap-* 
plaiided by the Nobles and Clergy, this 
was ill judged j becaufe it Slewed the im* 
portance they put oh that circumftance, and 
Was an advertifement to the Tieis-Etat, had 
they needed it, to put an importance on it 
alfo. 

In common fenfe, the ftafld which the 
Court, the Nobles, and Clergy, were making 
againft voting by poll, and the diflike which 
M. Necker himfelf at laft fhewed to it, all 
came too late. Whatever oppofition wat 
intended ought to have been made againft 

the 



( *93 ) 

the Tiers-Etat having a double reprefeflta* 
tion : after that was yielded, the oppofition 
was mtich more difficult ; it was firft agree- 
ing to admit the lion, and then attempting 
to muzzle him** 

Yet notwithftanding the decifive ftep 
Which the Tiers-Etat, with fuch of the Cler- 
gy as joined them, had taken on the 17th of 
June* the two higher orders continued theit 
difcuffions in their tfefpe&ive Chambers, and 
fcemed ftill determined not to Can&ion the 
proceedings of the Third Order with theit 
prefence, which they imagined was abfo* 

♦During the debates in the Houfe of Commons in 
the reign of Charles II. on the Exclufion Bill, fome mem* 
bers who fpoke againft excluding the Duke of York 
from the fucceffion to the Crown acknowledged, how* 
ever, that they ought to limit his power When he fhould 
come to the throne ; on which a member who was for 
the exclufion afked whether, if a lion Was heard roariiig 
in the lobby, it would be moft prudent to admit hinvjl 
, within the houfe and then muzzle him, or {hut the 
door and exclude him ? 

O lutely 
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lutely neceflary to render them , legal in the 
eyes of the nation. They might have been 
convinced that this conjecture was errone- 
ous, by the fatisfa&ion and joy which was 
exhibited all over France, on account of the 
decided meafures of the Tiers-Etat, and the 
declarations made to fupport them. The 
Parifians turned the refufal of the Nobles 
and Clergy into ridicule: many epigrams 
were made on the fubje<3: : a fong was fung 
in the ftreets, and all Pvis joined in the 
chorus, which confifted of the following 
lines; 

Vive le Tiers-Etat de France t 
II atira la preponderance 
Stir le Prince, fur le Prelat ; 
Ahi t Povera Nobilita ! 

So fudden and fo violent was the effe& 

of this enthufiafm, and of the lampoons and 

libels which were fcattered all over France 

againft Nobility, that what had been for ifier* 

Jy confidered as the greateft advantage, and 

without 
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Without fonie pretenfions to which* people 
were expofed to daily mortifications, was 
how almoft looked on as a crimen and be- 
came in reality a misfortune. This want 
of candour was not confined to the populace, 
but reached many of the higher claffes of 
the Bourgebifie* who joined in the outcry 
of prejudice, and fpoke of the Nobles as the 
moft worthlefs of mankind* and the deter- 
mined enemies of their country, for refufmg 
to unite with the Third Order on the pre- 
fent occ^fion; 

It has been already obfei*vedi that the 
Nobtfes and Clergy did not adopt the very 
beft means for precluding Or mitigating the 
attack with which they were threatened, and 
that their exfcrtions to that purpofe were not 
made at the proper time ; but it feems the 
height of injuftice to blame thiem for at- 
tempting fome refiftance, and for not fur- 
jneiidering all their privileges at difcretion* 

Tj? expeft that tholk on whom diftino 
O a tions 
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tions and privileges have devolved through 
a long feries of anceftors will yield them up 

' at the firft call of public utility, even were 
it clearly proved that public utility made 
the demand, is to expert more than infinitely 
the greater part of mankind would be will- 
ing in a fimilar fituation to grant. Thofe 
who, without making any facrifice to^ the 
public good, abufe others for not making 
the greateft, are feldom pofleffed of evea 
an ordinary fhare of generofiiy or "public 
fpirit; and there is little doubt but that 
many of the flaming patriots of th? Third 
Order, thofe who declaimed the loudeft on 
the juftice of their requisitions, and againft 
the obftinate arrogance of the Nobles, would, 
had they themfelves been Noble, have de- 
claimed with equal violence againft the ab- 

1 furd pretentions of thofe whom in that cafe 
they would have called infolent roturiers : 
they would not only have called them fo f 
but it is highly probable they would have 

reafly 
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really thought all their requifitions unjuft 
and unnatural. By contemplating political 
queftions ^bften in one point of view, men 
are very apt to be at laft convinced that 
what is moft favourable to their own pri- 
vate intereft is alfo moft for the intereft of 
the public ; and therefore there are not fo 
many hypocrites, or men who {peak and a& 
contrary to the di&ates of their understand- 
ing and confcience, in either party, as the 
violent partifans of each imagine. 

If due weight were giveato this remark, 
thole taen in every country of Europe who 
have viewed the French Revolution in op- 
pofite lights, wpuld hot reciprocally accufe 
one another in the unqualified manner they 
ufually do. 

The Nobles and dignified Clergy, who 
«njoy great privileges and rich benefices; 
thofe who pofiefs ample finecure places 
under a government, of whatever nature 
that government may be ; the whole race of 
O 3 bankers j 
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bankers, to whom taxes arc trifles ; and all 
government contractors, who grow rich 
a$ the State becomes poor, are peculiarly 
averfe to any alteration in the prefent ar- 
rangement x>f things, and of cburfe to them 
the French Revolution was an objeft of 
dread from the beginning. The oppref* 
fion which the bulk of the French nation 
fiiflfered from the nature of their ancient 
government, thofe men imagined would 
nevet reach their own country ; but the 
example given by the Revolution, and all 
the horrors which accompanied it, they 
thought, if not oppofed, would fpreaid oveu 
all Europe. This being their conviction, 
nobody can be furprifed at their lamenting 
^n event which they thought pregnant with 
fuch extenfive mifchief. 

Thofe men, on the other hand, who con- 
fider freedom as the great eft of human 
bleffings, who have a ftrong fenfe of the 
mifcrjes that flow fronj defpotifm, who be* 

hold 
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hold with indignation the cruelty and arrtf-v 
gance with which daftardly power and un- 
feeling rank often treat the weak and the 
ingenious, men who, being acquainted with 
adverfity, have a greater fympathy with the 
unfortunate than thofe above mentioned; 
men of this defcription beheld the beginning 
of the French Revolution with that compla- 
cency, which the expe&ation of feeing a 
large portion of their fellow creatures re- 
lieved from oppreffion naturally communi- 
cates. They faw its degeneracy with dift 
appointment, grief, and horror ; but were 
unwilling to lofe the hope that fome rational 
fyftem of freedom, not the ancient tyranny, 
would arife out ©f that chaos of anarchy and 
bloodfhed which it had produced : and they 
had no fear that the excefles committed by 
the moft impetuous nation in Europe, on 
their being fuddenly unchained, would be 
Imitated by other nations, who were in 
4, 4iflereot 
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different circumftances and of oppofite cha- 
racters. This being their convi&ion, what 
candid mind can blame them more than the 
former ? And of two claffes of men, whofe 
different manner of thinking on this fubjed 
feems in general to depend merely on the 

♦ different fituations in which they are placed, 
why ihould the one accufe the other of a 
defign to involve their country in a fcene of 
anarchy, bloodflied, and rapine, and the fe« 
cond condemn the firft as the enemies of free- 
dom and the friends of tyranny ? Both thofe 
claffes, in Great Britain at leaft, as I am per* 
fuaded, love their country and hate tyranny: 
but the one are more afraid of a mob than of 
a ftretch of prerogative ; .and the other recol- 

- left that Wat Tyler and John Cade did not 
reign four months, whereas Henry VIII. 
reigned thirty-eight years, and James I L four. 
During the Spittings of the Notables M# 
/ de Mirabeau had jmblifhed feyeral pam- 
phlets, 
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phlets, with a view to fpirit up the public 
to infift on aflembling the States-General. 
After the Deputies for that meeting began 
to meet at Verfailles, he publifhed a regular 
Journal, the avowed objed: of which was 
to give an account of the proceedings of the 
States-General. There were frequent in* 
finuations againft M. Necker in this paper, 
and fome attempts to turn him into ridicule* 
It was univerfally read and pretty . gen% 
rally approved of by the popular party in 
other refpe&s j yet it feemed to have fmall 
effed in injuring M. Necker in the public 
opinion. But having attacked fome peribns 
in the two privileged orders, it was fqp- 
prefled by a decree of the Council on the 
7th of May, The ele&ors of the Tiers-Etat 
of Paris immediately met, and publiflied 
what they called a reclamation againft the 
decree of the Council, ; and Mirabeau contU 
nued his Journal under the new title of 
* kettres du Comte de Mirabeau a fes 

Commettans * 
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Commettans." From this an idea may be 
formed of the ftate of the King's authority 
even at this period. Mirabeau, who had 
not a high opinion of M. Necker's abilities, 
and who affe&ed to defpife them more than 
he did in reality, was exceedingly jealous of 
his popularity ; but, by continuing to vent 
his gall againft him in his new publication, 
he injured his own more than that of the 
JWinifter, or, what perhaps is more precife- 
ly the truth, his wit and talent of ridicule 
were relifhed, notwithftanding their being 
fometimes improperly directed. Indepeii* 
dent of the great ftock of popularity with 
which M. Necker had formerly retired from 
office, he had acquired an immenfe acceflion 
from being univerfally confidered as th? 
author of the double reprefentation which 
was fo unexpededly granted to the Tiers- 
■Etat. This rendered him an objeft of ado- 
ration to one party, and of execration to 
the cjther, It muft be confefled, that the 
% cxecratpr* 
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cxecrators have been the mod perfevering : 
the former having long fince difappeared, 
the latter are to be found among the French 
emigrants all over Europe, 

Had M. Necker been ai& judicious in the 
ufe of his popularity as he was afliduous in 
acquiring it, many people imagine, that 
fome of the moft intemperate meafures of 
the Tiers-Etat would have been prevented* 
a/id the monarchy faved without liberty * 
being loft* 

Procefles had been carried on in the cri* . 
minal courts of Britanny againft the authors 
pf infur regions and other excefles which 
had taken place in that province. Whea 
it was thought that the guilty were about to 
be condemned and punched as they deferv- 
ed, M. Necker prevailed pn the Council to 
fufpend the decifions of the courts, and 
thereby augmented the attachment of the - 
populace to him. A little after the meeting - 
pf the States-Q.eneral* feyeral leading men 

belonging 
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belonging to the Tiers-Etat, who had a 
high opinion of the talents of M. Necker, 
and confidence in his integrity, gave him to 
underftand, that they were difpofed to be 
guided by him refpe&ing theft conduct in 
the Aflembly. To every propofitiori or in- 
sinuation of this nature his anfwer was, 
**. that it was the duty of the King's Mini- 
fter to convoke the States-General, and 
conduct the Deputies to the door of the 
Aflembly, but theVe he muft leave them — to 
the guidance of their own underftanding and 
the inftruftions of their conftituents." 

This conduit was approved of by fbme 
people, as what all Minifters ought to imi- 
tate. m Others gave him little credit for it, 
becaufe they imagined It proceeded from his 
prefuming, that the Tiers-Etat were difpof- 
ed of themfelves, without his fecuring any 
particular members, to adopt his views j or, 
if at any time a contrary difpofition fliould 
appear, he thought he would have fufficient 

influence 
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influence to fubdue it. Whatever M. 
Neekcr'a motives for not liftening to them 
were ; that fuch proportions were made to 
hiiri by various Deputies who had confider- 
able influence, and that he declined them, 
I ana affured of on good authority. 

But, independent of the Deputi.es above 
alluded to, M. Mirabeau himfelf, at this 
very period, notwithftanding all his jealoufy 
of M. Necker, did not fcruple to make ad* 
vances to him, and to (heW a difpofition to 
co-operate with him in meafiires for allaying 
the fermentation which exifted in the minds, 
of the Commons, and threatened the ruiii 
of the Monarchy. This we have on the 
authority of M. Malouet, a diflinguifhed 
member of the Condiment Aflembly, a man 
of integrity, and a frignd to monarchy, but 
not that kind of monarchy which exifted in 
France previous to the Revolution— a lover 
of liberty, b\it not that kind of liberty which 

has 
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has taken place there fi ace the loth tjt 
Auguft 1792. 

* Soon after the meeting of thfc States*Ge* 
tteral, during the difputes between the or* 
ders, M* Malouct drew up an addrefs, Well 
calculated to reconcile their differences, and 
which he propofed (hould be prefented in 
the name of the Commons to the King* It 
was on the point of being adopted, when it 
was prevented by a manoeuvre of Mirabeau, 
who, although he had been at one time 
well difpofed to fupport, the principles of* 
M. Malouet's addrefs, whifpered to the De-> 
puties neareft him, Ceci eji un meffage du 
Chatwu*. -This immediately was fprread 
through the hall, and prevented the addrefs 
from paffing. Mirabeau intended this not 
fo much againft M. Malouet as againft M« • 
Necketf and the .Adminiftration* to whom 
this addrefs would have been of fervice< 

* This comes from the Gourfc 
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, H^ had been provoked to this by the follow* 
ing incident. 

M. Malouet, whofe moral character was 
very different from that of Mirabeau, had 
avoided any acquaintance with him, until 
M. du Roverai of Geneva, at the requeft 
of the latter, brought them together at his 
lodgings in Verfailles, towards the end of 
jMay 1789* At this meeting Mirabeau 
addreffed Malouet in the following terms : 
cc J'ai defire une explication avec vous, 
parce qu'au travers de votre moderation je 
vous reconnois ami de la liberte, et je fuis 
peut-£tre plus effraye que vous de la fer- 
mentation que je vois dans les efprits, et 
des malheurs qui peuvent en refulter. Je 
ne fuis point homme a me vendre Vehement 
au defpotifme } je veux une conftkution 
libre, mais monarchique, Je ne veux point 
ebranler la monarchic ; et fi on ne fe met de 
bonne heure eri mefure, j'apper£ois dans 
notre afiemblee de fi mauvaifes tetes, tant 

d'inexpe- 
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d'in&tperierice, d'exaltation, une refinance* 
tone aigreur fi inconfiderees, dans les deux 
premiers ordres, que je crains autant que 
vous cThorribles coihmotions. Vous 6tes 
lie avec ML Necker et M. dc Montmorin j 
vous devez favoir ce qu'ils veulent, et slls 
ont un plan ; (i ce plan eft raifonnable, je le 
dtfendrai*/' 

* Iwifhed to have fome converfation with you, be- 
caufe, through all your moderation, I perceive that you 
are a friend to Liberty. I am perhaps more afraid of 
the fermentation that I fee in men's minds, and what 
may be the confequence, than you are. I am not 
capable of bafely felling myfelf to the caufe of defpo- 
tifm; I wiib for a free conftitution, but of a monarchical 
form. I have no defire to {hake the monarchy. But I 
perceive fo many wrong-headed perfons in our Affem- 
bly, fuch inexperience, fuch exaltation, fo acrimonious 
zpd inconfiderate an obftinacy in the two firft orders, 
that I dread fome horrible commotion as much as you 
poffibly can. You are connected with M. Necker and 
M. de Montmorin ; you ought to kaow what their 
intentions are : if they have formed a plan, and if that 
plan is reafonable, I am willing to iupport it* 

I T© 
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To this Mi'Maiouetiti>tiedt tkat hfehad 
hoxertaiotyof the Miaiftcrs thaVing formed: 
ariy.plan, ? He Wen/' rejoined Mir^beaiij 
"/WDukas^vpus leur propofer. dome vobc et 
de ccaalerpr- aveomoi*; ?" I «*r - 

On unehtiotfirig^this. to M* Nefcket ind 
Mi :fo-Wkmtimi&foh/L Malouet jdutfd fcoth- 
aveffe to.» any cerrcfpofldence j witfr JV4ira~ 
beap. ; TRfacy talkpd t>f hie |R0ral ehanf&er/ 
&c. ' M/.Malotfet obferved in v !anfwer to. 
their ; objedu»qi-* that* a, mail of fuperlatire 
talents, who, notwithftapding the iranjora^ 
lifcjrofUm ichwa£tdr,Teeraod to haYfliteaftm- 
able political Views, who was not'dedidtedly 
fikecf in any party* and who would add a 
great weight t« whatever party h^ihould, 
attach himfelfi wfcs worthy of foipe attend 
tiori-'arid deferred to bfe Hftfcned poi 

It was at laft agr^ed^ that M. Neckeif 

** Well* will ypti propofe td them to fee me$ that we 
ihay have a conference ? ■ " v See Cplle&ion (^Opinions 
de N4. Maloiiet* tome trolfieme, Paris 1792. • 

i ' : ' * P fhould 
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fhould receive Mirabeau the following 
morning. The meeting took place accord- 
ingly; the Minifter's behaviour was cold 
in the higheft degree. Mirabeau, obferving 
this* reduced his to the fame temperature : 
each imagined it was the duty of the other 
to break the ice ; which neither eoadefcfcnd- 
ing to do, their meeting was a* inefie&ual 
for the intended purpofe* as that of twa 
watermen brought to row in the fame fcoat, 
who, on arriving at Whitehall Stairs, find 
the Thames frozen. n 

As Mirabeau retired, he faid to M# JMa- 
lotfeet, u I fliall not make them another yifit t 
but they fhall hear of int." M. M^puet 
obferves, that Mirabeau kept his \jord but 
too well; and the firft cypportuiuty he fad 
of (hewing his refentment was' on th$ oc&- 
fion above mentioned* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

M. Netfer forms a Plan of Government, 
* which ^ith little Alteration 7* approved of 
ty the King *>d Council of Static-Majority 
of the Clergy determine to join the Tiers* 
Eiat—^Proclamatianfor V Royal Seffioh — ■ 
Tbe^Tters^BtarexeluMfrilmiheir Hall— 
Go^tb taken in the Tennis Qomt~-'Tke King's 
Declaration and Speeches— Marquis di 
BrM—*Mfra1>e*u-s Anfooer fan—De- 
crees of the A/ernMy^ffoTmldfyoftht 
Cwncti—The Gaufes of it. 

TTP Is apparent 'that, from tlie firft ailem- 
«*• blrog of the State*-Generaf at Verfailles 
to the time the Tier s-Etat declared them- 
feltes a National Affembly, M. Meeker 
cbUnted too much on his own importance, 
and imagined that it would be at any time 
Pa ia 
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in his power to prevent their going into 
dangerous excefles. It muft be confefled, 
that he at this period enjoyed a degree of 
influence at Court and popularity in the 
country that no Minifter had ever fcefore 
linked. Without having the title ©f Prime 
Jtfinifter, he almoft dictated all the - deci- 
sions of* the Cabinet: for his advice was 
always adopted by the^Kingj the v * fiffcer 
members of the Adminiftration had- ritore 
the appearance of his clerks than of hi* Col- 
leagues, afld found at abfolutely neceflaf ^ to 
be equally obfequious. Hk houfe wasUBU- 
ed with Deputies from morning to. night, 
and feveral who were. considered aS ica&pg 
ones were of the number, 
.. M. Necked? imprcrt^ncf, front- thfl imp 
that he began tp aft a. public .part, in Fiance, 
* Jiad always depended ..either ©/^tj^ ^S Q Bf 
of the Monarch or on jhat af\he Peopkvpr 
on bath. The* Nobles, the Clergy, $^tbe 
Parliaments, were no way cenne&qd with 
: : . 'its 
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it: none of thefe claffes h&d ever (hewn 
any partiality to M. Necker, and certainly 
he ilever (hewed any partiality to them. l It 
is moft natural for men to impute an etfii 
father to fomething from which' they them*- 
felves derive no benefit, than to that from 
which they derive the moft flattering ad- 
vantages. M. Necker might therefore' be 
inclined to think, that the oppreffions dif- 
fered by the French people, and the public 
misfortunes, proceeded infinitely more from 
tht 'privileges enjoyed by th'e Nobles, the 
Ctefgy, and the Parliaments, than 'from the 
power of the Crown ; and that theMouble 
reprtrfentation granted to the Tiers-Etat 
would go more dire&ly to control -the for- 
mer ^thari the latter. Hfe mifft^alfo hate 
ktt6wn indeed, that the Nobles, the Clergy, 
grid rtie Parliaments, formed the oftly checks 
to defpotifmthat exifted in the aUcicnt go*, 
vernment of France i but hd might imagine 
ftijrt th? nfcw importanfce acquired by the 

P 3 Tiers* 
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Tiers*£tat wpuid render thofe checks Urine^ 
ceffary, and that he himfclf poffeflcd the 
power of dilating to the latter — thus for* 
Jhdh thou go 9 and no farther. But when he 
perceived the. independent and triumphant 
manner in which the Third Order proceed* 
ed on the 17th of Junp, |ie begap to fear 
that not only the privileged orders but the 
Crown itfelf, and that degree of authority 
which is neceflary to give effed and energy 
to government, were in danger; and he 
imagined it was full time, to pronounce his 
veto, and prevent the torrent of democracy 
from rolling any farther. 

The Nobles, who had as little fafcfe in 
M« Neckcr's abilities as they had love for 
his perfon, and perfuaded that the torrent 
could fye no more ftppped by hi? influence 
tha,n the waves ^erc by the voice of Camtt«v 
were ready to fiqk intp defpair. 

It w^6 moved in their afierably, that, after 
inviting $e Clergy to join tbein, they fhould 

conftitutc 
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eonftitute thcmfelves into an Upper Hon fe, 
ia imitation of the Briti£h Houfe of Peers* 
Whether it proceeded from prejudice againft 
whatever is Britifh, or that they were ihocfc* 
cd atthe idea of deprecating the pure me- 
tal of nobility with faeh a mafa of ecckfiaf- 
ttcai alJoy, the propofal was heaid with* 
indignation and rejected with fcoro. Jta* 
an addrefs to the King they juftified their) 
own condo£t, and ftrongiy accufed the* 
Tkr**Etat for their late ufurpaiiona, partis; 
cularly for declaring all the taxes illegal* 

M- Necker in the mean time cotnppfed a 
kind of plan of government, or declaration 
of rights, which he expe&ed w<?uld nacxje- 
r^te the fermentation, and conciliate the 
mi^ds of the Commons, while it would alio; 
prove in &mc degree fatUfe&ory to the, 
other orders In the fyftem here traced out 
by M. Necker, many fources of complaint 
and. opprefl^on wer* removed ; and on the 
whole it was well conceived, and might have 

P4 formed 
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formed the bafis of an excellent conftitutlon, 
Had he advifed the King and prevailed on t 
him to have made th*e fame propofal at the 
firft meeting of the States : General ? before the 
minds of the Deputies were heated by debate^ 
and provoked by. oppofition, it would ia 
all probability have been joyfully accepted. 
Such a fedate and fteady ftep towards Li- 
berty would have led *to her attainment 
with much more certainty than all the furi r 
pus ftrides and jumps, by' which the French 
nation afterwards overfhot her, and caught 
Licentioufnefs in her ftead. 

M. Necker prefented hi$ plan to the 
King, advifing his Majeffy to lay it before 
the States General, at a royal feflion to be 
dire&ly furpmoned for that purpofe. The 
JCing, who had hitherto implicitly approved 
of M, Necker's propofals, fummoned an 
extraordinary council on the prefent occa T 
lion; to examine the piece which the Mini- 
fter had prefented to him. 

The 
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The plan was in general approved of by 
fthis council. A very few alterations were 
made, and thpfe, as I am aflured, not very 
material ; the moft important being in the 
words, and not in the meaning or impptt of 
the articles. 

There had long been different forms of 
expreffion ufed by the Council for the an- 
nulling of afts or judgments of courts of 
juftice, or of municipalities. The moft ri- 
gorous form was in the ufe of the word, 
Cajfation ; the moft moderate form confifted 
• in the following terms : fans s*arreter a tel 
jjugement que le Rot declaroh comme non 
avenu — that is to fay, the King orders the 
contrary, as if the aft or judgment had 
never pafled. In the plan delivered to the 
Council by M. Necker, he made ufe of the 
moft moderate form in annulling the decrees 
pf the Tiers-Etat of the 1 7th of June. The 
Council, to mark with the greater force the 
£lng*s difapprpbation of thofe decrees, ufed 

the 
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the moft rigorous term, particularly kith* 
third article, Le Rx>i cajjt tt. tmnttUe> cormnC) 
anticonftliutionnelles, satftraires aux lettrtx tk 
convocation^ it oppofees 4 FinterSt dc FEtaL 
M. Necker certakiiy was in the right : pro- 
vided the giant be deftroyed> it is of no in*- 
jportance whether he dies by a flpae £kx*a 
the fling of a ftripling^ or by the thunder 
belt of Jupiter; Yet the King adhered to i 
the iterations made by the Councils, which 
^as unfortunate*; becatife by that means the * 
form of declaration mod likely to o#bnd 
the Afiembdy was adopted ; and jdfc be* 
caufe* however immaterial the difference 
between the twe fpttns wa$> ftill that which 
Vfas preferred could' not be faid to be the 
vrork of M. Necker, which alone would 
have fecured it a more favourable reception. 
Onth^ 19th of June, the Affembly of 
the. Clergy, who had hdt? difputing for fe- 
vqud days w/^rr they fhould verify their 
powers, decidedly a finall majority to join 
' the 



tWNttiqnal Affembly— which ftyuck fack 
an atarni into the Aflembly of the Nobles, 
^hat one of them propofed to addrefs tbe 
^Cing to diffolve the States-General. This 
9&eafi$re was not adopted; > bu$ the Cbur{ 
^eera to have been as. m.uch alarmed as the 
Nobles ; for a party of the guards were or* 
deced to take poffeffion of the hail 09 the 
njuoroiog of tfae aoth of June, when the 
juD&jUm was to have been, and at the feme 
time a prockuaation. was made, m die fot» 

*' Be par le Roj. JLe Roi ayanl r&bln 
de.te&fcuae fiance royak aux Etats*Gen&* 
raiwf* Limdi 22 Juts, lei prqwaijfc* fabe 
dans las trok .falfes qu£ fervent ^wc afien\- 
blees des ordres, exigent que le« aflcrabjices 
fo'tent fufpeqducs jufqpVjpfe k tsntie de 
Ja^tef^e*" 

When WLBaiU 7 ,|fci Pwfident of the A£ 

fembly^came to the gate of the hall* he was; 

^efufed admittance, a*d, tfr*a dqma^dci to 

6 ' fpeak 



fpeak to the officer of the guard. The 
offtcer told him, that he had orders to per- 
mit no perfon whomfoever to enter the hall 
of the ^States-General. " I proteft ' againft 
fuch orders,*' faid M. Bailly, u and I will 
give an account of this to the ' National 

Jjmfyr-y - " ■ ■* : • ' •■■ •-«» 

The Deputies* were at this time in varfbtts 
groups ftanding before the gate. A nfc 
mour was fpread, that the intention of tne 
Court was to diflblve the States-General, 
This occafioned a clamour among the multi- 
tude which Turrbuncled the groups of Depu- 
ties, every minute augmenting. *" Gentle* 
'men/ 1 faid M. Bailly addreffing the Deputies, 
*' it is not a particular fpace furrounded by 
walls which conftitutes a National Aflembly j 
we may affemble within or without, in ttiq 
plains or in the mountains ; wherever we 
meet* we equally are 1 the National A£ 
fem'bly." ' J ' ' "'' ! ' 

'* ? J*et us "go t fOrtliwjtU to Marly," falcj 

one 



( *»* ) 

on* :.of the Deputies, u and hold a /el£aj| 
on . the* terrace,; let the King himfclf-taff^ 
his place ampng us, and hear the lzngiutgg 
©f liberty." .. v . . , ; ; 

* But M. Baiily, having called the Se?re$#j 
ries. of ; tl^* Aflembly to accompany him| 
went again to the gate of the hall, and/ra* 
(JV^fed that all the* papers belonging, to thft 
^Teo^y jnighj be delivered ,to,tfc^nV Tfc 
ofl&cei? r immediately allpw^d then* tpen^fo 
%nd to take, the papers* f Xh$ working bftdr 
already removed all the beaches, a^4 w fBI 
ereQipg a throne, and making other prejtfH 
rations fpf the royal feffiorw . > 

At tips time .it rpined yiol^itly.. XJ%| 
willing^ howf yer r to feparate before ■ th^y. 
hacLcomejto fome general. refolution,;itha 
Prefident invited the Deputies to accompany 
him to aa adj&certf tennis-court, yrheye they 
migfyt hold 4 meeting. 

The various groups of Deputies then, 

uniting intcj one body followed the Preft- 
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lertt, and in the enthnfiaftic ftate cfftf&ft 
illhdi it will readily be imagined; that the - 
applaufc of the fttdhotindiiig mafiltdde yfaet 
a foil compenfation for the inconveriiencie* 
tfeey fufFered froth the rain : it is more than 
probable iadeed, that the fhoMver which was 
then at the height, by rendering th* foene 
filore aflfe&ihg, and giving % tfte appga*- 
-flpce of {terfeefctioti', increvfed the erijeytaettt 
•f faiarty 6f the adors ; and although the 
irfil was thr only incident ;in thofe foehes 
*Meh could nor pofflbly be charged l&ainft 
Ike Citlrt, yet it contributed more than aft 
«be reft to augment the indignation Bfthtr 
fniffcitude, tendering the Court taowodiou* 
tad the Deputies more predou* in thefr e?&, 
by luring on ibem in feme decree! th&bifec- 
tcr of martyrs in addition to that of patriate 
When they were convened In the tehtiis- 
TOiirt, M. Bailly read a letter to the tfepu- 
ties, which he had received that morning, 
inforinrag him, that the King had ordered 

the 
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the heralds to proclaim a rojral (feJSbn fafe 
Jhejd on die aad* and that the haH muft 
of courfe tie prepared for that purpofe. He 
alfo communicated to them tile anfwer 
which he had fent to die Marquia deBrewJ, 
the Mailer of dieCeremotiies,and which w& 
jnthefe words: f* N'ayant paa ehcdre recti 
d/ord*es du Roi, MonGeur, et F-Aflembkfe 
iftaaferahoonce'e pour butt heures, je me 
rendfai oilc mon devoir mfappelte*." 

The Prefidcnt, no doubt, intended th&k 
Should be ttnderftbod from this anfwer, tte 
he .would take nothing as art older fetitk' 
due King-, which did not comedirecty-frotit 
hit Majcfty to him without die interne**- 
tk>n>of a third perfoo. 

M* BMy had fcarcely finhhed reading 
die anfWer he had fent to die Marqida M 

" * i 

• Having received do particular. 9fde? from the 
King, Sir, and the Aflembly having been appointed t* 
meet' at eight o'c^ck, ffJia.1 gopher? mjr Adty diJli 

ma ' >• -. •' • ■ . ' '* 



Bi^ga, when he received another letter 
from, the fame gentleman, declaring that it 
w^t by the pojitive orders of the King he . had. 
feat/.hito word, that as a royal feilion was 
to be held on the 32d, which required : pi»- 
portions in the three halls of the three dtf* 
ferent orders, it was his Majefty's pkafure 
that therje fhould.be no meeting of. the. Df- 
puties until then; and that he had giveji 
orders, that' no perfon fhould.be admitted 
Xatp.theh?lL 

:: This excited frcfh indignation and : fy;n& 
threes againft the Marquis de JBrcze. , It 
was the univerfal opinion of the Deputies* 
that there was, an intention to diflbUe the 
Affembly of the States-GeneraL — 

M# BaUly, having exhorted the«H|> 40m* 
nefs, defired their opinions with refpe&*to 
the proper meafures to be adopted in the 
prefent emergency • M. Target, M. Bar* 
nave,'and others* made difcourfes, the ten* " 
dency of which was to increafe a heat, 

which 



( **5 ) 

which of itfelf was ev*ry momein augment-* 
ing. At length M. Mourner* a main tit 
moderation, whofe vietts were dirfe&ed to 
a reform of government ccfafiftent with the 
prcfervatidn of the monarchy*' prdptofed an 
datK to be takferi on the fpot by the Depu- 
ties, nevei* to part until the important ob* 
jefts for which they had been chofen by 
their • tonftituehts Were attained, and the 
Conflitutiori was completed. This motion 
Having been univdrfally approved, M. Bailly 
ih the moft folemtt manner pronounced the 
words of the dath, to which all the Depu* 
ties, joining hands, announced their adhe* 
rfencfe by an affirmative acclamation, which 
Was followed by the fhottts of the fpe£ators, 
\Vhd; in the fervour of etithtifiafm, pbured 
tnany bleffings on the Deputies as the favi- 
ours of their country; M. Neckef waS at 
this time abfent from Verfailles, attending a 
dying relation, and entirely cfcaped the 
Q^ odium 



( 226 ) 

odium in which the Court and other MU 
nifters were involved. , 

The following day the Court returned 
-from Marly to VerfaiHes, and a rumour, 
fpread that the King had abandoned the 
meafure of holding a royal feffion. The 
joy which this news occafioned at Paris is a 
fufficient evidence, that fomcthing perni- 
cious was expected from that meafure. It 
was not abandoned, however, but only poft- 
poned for one day, and inftead of the 2 2d 
the 23d was announced by proclamation as 
the day on which it was to be held ; and* 
that M. Bailly* might have no reafon to 
complain of not being made acquainted 
with the King's pleafure by a dired met. 
fage from his Majefty, a letter was fent to. 
him in thefe words : 

" Je vous previens, Mpnfieur, que la 
feance que j'ai indiquee pour demain, Lundi, 
naura lieu que Mardi a dix heures du mar, 

tin, 
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tki, et que la falle ne fera ouverte qiie pour 
cc moment. <§%&£> Louis*." 

The Marquis of Brez£, who tranfmitted 
this note from the King to M* Bailly, re- 
quefted at the fame time, that the latter 
would acknowledge the receipt of it — 
which the Prefident did in the following 
laconic terms : 

** Jai refu, Monfieur, la lettre du Roi f 
qui m'eft addreflee, et que fa Majefte vous 
a charge de me faire tenir* J'ai Thonneur 
d'etre, &c.f" 

In adviilng.the King to addrefs his letter 
direSly to M. Bailly, in confequence of the 
hint given in his former note to the Mar- 

* I premontih you, Sir, that the fcffiQn which I in- 
tended for to-morrow, Monday, will not take place tiH 
Tuefday at ten o'clock, and that the hall will not be 
open till then. Signed, Louis* 

f I hav« received, Sir, the King's letter which was 
addreffed to me, and which his Majefty ordered you to 
tranfmit to me* I have the honour to be, &c. 

Qjl quis 



( • mS ) 

quis de Brcze, there appears a degree of 
condefcenfion which does not at all accord 
with the lofty meafures of the Court on the 
20th, and feems to indicate a difpofition to 
relinquifh them. It was evident, however, 
from the King's note, that his Majefty ex- 
pected that no attempt fhould be made to 
aflemble the Deputies in the common hall, 
or elfewhere, before they met at the royal 
feffion. This did not prevent M. Bailly 
and the Deputies from going to the tennis- 
court, with a view to hold their Aflembly 
and unite with the Clergy ; but they found 
it fo much crowded with the people who 
were defirous of being witnefs to that cere- 
mony, tfiat they retired in fearch of a more 
commodious place, and firft applied to the 
Monks of the Convent of Recolets for the 
ufe of their church. Thofe fathers repje- 
fented, that as they depended on the bounty 
of the King for their maintenance, they 
begged that their church might not be made 

ufe 
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life of for a purpofe which their benefac- 
tor difepproved. From the Recolets M. 
Bailly and the Deputies repaired again to 
the gate of their own hall, and were again 
refufed admiffion by the guards. As they 
muft have forefeen that this would be the 
cafe, the fecond attempt could only be in- 
tended to augment the rage of the people 
againft thofe who treated their reprefenta- 
tives with fuch indignity, and forced them 
to wander from place to place for iheiter, 
and in fearch of a hall to aflemble in. What 
renders this conje&ure the more probable is, 
that the inftant the officer of the guards re- 
fufed them admittance, the Prefident and 
all J:he Deputies betook themfejves to the 
church of Saint-Louis ; into which having 
entered without difficulty, the oath taken 
at the tennis-court, was adminiftered to 
thofe Deputies who had not been prefent on 
that occafion. While they were employed 
}fi this manner, and in fettling fome other 
<^3 cere- 
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ceremonials, the majority of the Clergy ware 
affembling in the choir. When all wfete 
adjufted, the Clergy, with fey eral Bifhops at 
their head, joined them. The doors df the 
choir were thrown open. The Deputies of 
the Tiers- Etat received their tiew affociates 
with open arms, and the vault of the church 
refounded with the acclamations of the fpec- 
tators. Th? Clergy took their feats on the 
right hand of the Prefident. The Marquis 
of Blacon and theComte Antoine d'Agouk, 
Deputies from the province of Dauphiny, 
attended on this occafion, and had tfheir 
powers verified. Thdy faid that they were 
prompted to this ftep, without waiting for 
the reft of the order to which they 'belonged, 
by their confeiences and by love for their 
country. They were the only Deputies of 
4 the order of Nobleffe who joined the Tiers- 
Etat previous to (he royal feffion. 

On the 23d of June, all the ftfcets of 
Verfailles leading to the hall of j the -Affem- 

bly 
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bly were filled with detachments from the 
French and the Swifs guards, while parties of 
the Marechauffee patrolled around the hall f 
and through all the ftreets, with orders to 
difperfe crowds or groups, wherever they 
were obferved to be forming. 
■ By the proclamation the Deputies were 
idire&ed to attend at ten in the morning ; 
but, according to the ceremonial which was 
obferved, the Clergy wfere admitted firft, 
and placed at the right hand of the throne 
prepared for the King. The Nobles were 
introduced next, and feated on the left. 
This took up a considerable fpace of time, 
during which the Deputies of the Third 
Order were obliged to feet fhelter froni the 
rain in an old wooden houfe near the hall, 
and on the great avenue. 

As the two privileged orders were not 

placed fo foon as was expe<5ted, it was ima«* 

gined that the time was prolonged unnecek 

farily, M. Baillyhad fome (harp alterca- 

0^4 twa 
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tion with the Marquis de Br6%6 on that ac- 
couat ; but the Tiers-Etat w.ere at laft ad* 
mitted, and placed themfelves below the twq 
other orders on each fid?, and at the end of 
the hajl oppofite to the throne. 

The King having left the palace as foon 
as the Peputies ys^re placed, arrived with a 
pompous refinue, and feated himfelf pft th? 
fhrone a littlp after eleven, JJe was ftu> 
rounded by the Princes of the bipod, th«? 
Dukes and Peers, and certain officers of the 
houfehold ; four heralds, with their king at 
arms, ftood in the middle of the hall ; and 
the Minifies were feated around a table 
immediately before the throne. But one 
chair was vacant ; M., pecker was ftill in 
attendance on his fick relation. Some thinlf 
that he facrificed public duty a little top 
fnuch to private feeling on this decagon ; 
ptihers accufe him of haying abfented him* 
felf frojn pique, becaufe the memorial an4 
jjlan which he h#d drawp up was npt literally 
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adapted by the Council arid approved by 
jthe King. But, whatever was the caufe, 
his abfence had an ill effefl; it gave the 
public an iinpreffion that he did not approve 
pf the rneafures of the Court, and it ren- 
dered the Deputies iufpicknjs ^vpn of thofe 
parts of the King's declaration which were 
the .mod agreeable to their own principles*" 
Thfejealpufy and djftruft threw a gloom 
over the meeting, which was augmented by 
the accident of one of the King's ffccretaries 
dying of an apoplexy in jhe middle of the 
Jiall. 

The King having pronounced an intror 
du&ory difcourfe,*the Declaration or Plan of 
a new Conftitution and Syftem of Govern- 
ment was read. By this the proceedings, 
pf the National Aflembly were annulled; 
the liberty pf the prefs was recommended, 
but with fuch reftri&ions as might have Had 
a tendency to render it of little utility* A 
jiefire to fecure perfonal freedom was ex r 

prefled J 
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prefled ; but the Affembly were invited to 

reconcile the abolition of lettres decachet, fo 

titiiverfaliy wiihed for, with the fafety of the 

government, the power of repreffing the 

. firft fymptoms of fedition, and fecuring the 

honour of private families *. 

On 

* The lift article may feem extraordinary to Britifh 
lubje&s, ' who wiH naturally think, that the honour of 
private .families .woulfl have a greater chance of being 
.injured than prcttefted hyjettres.de cachet. But, during 
the ancient government, when any perfon of a noble 
family was condemned by law to be publicly executed, 
all their relations, whether they had any regard for the 
condemned perfon, or any belief of his innocence or 
not, * ufed their intereft to prevent his execution— be- 
caufe, from an old prejudice ftronger in France than in 
any other country, a public execution was confidered as 
dishonouring the whole family. When the cafe, there* 
fore* was thought too atrocious to give hopes of obtain- 
ing a full pardon, the relations .made intereft for a lettre 
*ie cachet, to >{hut up the criminal for life. This is 
probably what is alluded to in tfye .King's declaration, 
# by the expreffion of ftpuring the honour of private fa- 
milies. Yet no maxim was more admired or oftener 

quoted 
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>pn the other kand, the King was by thi* 
plan bound frtmi eftabiifliing any new tax 
without the confent of the reprefematives 
of the nation. No privilege or diftindion 
bf orders was to prevent the equal pay- 
ment of taxes- The Corvee, fo oppreffive 
on the peafantry, was to be entirely abolifli- 
ed. The diftin&ion of orders was to be 
prefeiVed ; but the Deputies were to at- 
femble and debate in common, and the 
public reprefentation was to be facred from 
the encroachments of the Crown* Many 
other falutary plans of reform were ,recom- 

qooted by the Freach> than the fine cxpreffion of one 
of their own poets, 

Le crime fait la honte y it nm pas Tetbaffaud. 

This prejudice was > removed by the Confti tut ion, 
which was accepted by the King on the 14th of Sep- 
tember 1 79 1 ; and moft fortunate it is for private 
families that this precaution was thought of, otherwife 
'there are very few private k families in France* who 
•would not at prefent be -considered as dUhbndured. . 

mended; 
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mended ; the. whole manifefting fuch a di£ 
pofition to meet the wifhes of the people as 
merited a return of gratitude, and formed 
a foundation upon which a happy and per- 
manent ftru&ure of free government might 
have been built. 

Of all the articles in the King's declara^ 
tion, perhaps the moft unpopular and offen- 
five was that prohibiting any perfon except 
the Deputies themfelves from being prefent 
at their deliberations, whether they were 
held in common or in the chambers of the 
xefpe&ive orders ; yet none could be more 
neceflary for the maintenance of order, de- 
cency, the freedom of debate, and for the 
public weal 

That all the conceffions which the King 
feemed willing to make to the wifhes of the 
nation were not received by the Deputies of 
the Tiers-Etat with fatisfa£tio$, feems to 
. have been owing, ift, To their having beep 
Relayed until the majority of the Clergy had 
% unite4 
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united with tketn, which it was firmly be- 
lieved would be foon followed by that of a 
great pan of the Nobles, 2d, Tt> fome of 
them having been delivered in terms too dic- 
tatorial, it was faid that thofe who wifhed well 
to the caufe of freedom would notadoptthe 
language of defpotifm ; the maxim, fuaviter 
in modo ttfortiter in re f was never more ne- 
ceflary and never lefs obferved than on this 
occafion. 3d, To M. Necker's having reject- 
ed the advances made to him by Mirabeau ; 
for, had the latter been on a good underftand- 
tag and co-operated with the former, there 
can be little doubt but their conjoint influence 
would have prevailed on the Tiers to have 
been fatisfied with the plan as it was, or with 
a few alterations. 4th, The abfence of M. 
Necker from the ceremony of the 'royal 
feffion, which convinced the people and the 
Deputies that he did not approve of the 
plan of government, and rendered them 
diftruftful of the intentions of the Court. 
5th, The ill humour into which the Depu- 
ties 
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ties of tlie Third Order were fhrolfwS, h# 
*he fiidden fhatting u|> of their hill, aftd 
fey the marks of negleft or contempt whkfa 
were fiiewn to them on various oceafiohfr 
between that period and the royal feffionfc 
6th, The numerous, military detachment* 
that patrolled through the ftreets of Ver* 
failles, and around the hall of the AfTembly, 
on the day of that feffion. At a time when 
fo many incidents concurred to fill the minds 
of the people with prejudice againft the No-* 
blefle, diffidence of the Court, and an enthtf- 
fiaftic veneration for the Deputies of the 
Third Order ; when the Deputies themfelves 
bad caught frefh enthufiafm from that of 
the people, and frefh courage from a view 
of the fupport they had; nothing could be 
worfe judged than the oftentatious proeef- 
fion of the Court from the palace to the 
ball, the embroidered heralds and numerous 
guards, as likewife the uaufual difplay of 
pompous carriages and gaudy liveries of the 

Nobtefle; 



Nobleffe; wlule the Deputies of fcfad Tiers* 
Etafr, who m fa& had the pdwer of. the 
fete in their hands, were huddled together 
under the fhade of an old houfe* until thofc 
who ttere thought worthy of attention being 
commodioufly feated, they at laft were al- 
lowed to enter and ftand like a mob at the 
bottom of the hall. Pompous ceremonies 
and proeeffions* when the minds of the fpeo 
tatora are averfe to the oecafion of them and 
alienated from the performers, inftead of 
veneration excite difguft or contempt. It 
is performing high mafs with,Romifh fplen- 
dour before a congregation of prefbyta- 
rians. 

After the declaration was read, no mark 
of approbation or difcontent, except that of 
profound filence, was given. The King 
then rofc, and addreffing the Aflembly once 
more, feid, " Vous venez, Meffieurs, d'en- 
tcndre le r^foltat de mes difpofitions, et de 
rocs vues ; elles font conformes ati vif defir 

3 q ue 
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que j'ai d'operer le bien public; ct fi pat 
une fatalite loin de ma penfee vou$ m'aban^ 
donniez dans une (i belle entreprife $ feul, jcf 
feral le bien de mes peoples, &c. &c. 

** Reflechiflez, MefTrenrs, qu'aucun de vo* 
projets ne peut avoir force de loi fans mori 
approbation fpeciale. Ainfi je fuis le garaot 
naturel de vos droits refpe&ifs, et toils leg 
Ordres de TEtat peuvent fe repofer fur men 
equitable impartialite. Toute defiance de 
votre part feroit une grande injuftice, C*eft 
moi jufqu'a prefent qui fais tout pour Icf 
bonheur de raes peUples ; et il eft rare, peut- 
£tre, que Tuilique ambition (fun fouvehrid 
foit d'obtenir de fes fujets qu'ils s'entendent 
enfin pour accepter fes bien^^s.' 1 

He 

* You have heard, gentlemen, the refult of my inten- 

tions or views ; they are conformable to the lively defire 

I have for the public good ; and if you, by fome fatality 

for from my thoughts, fliould abandon me in fo praife- 

worthy an enterprife— I alone will accomplifc the hap- 

pinefs of my fubje£b, &c* 

Recolfefly 
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He concluded by ordering them to fepa* 
rate directly, and to aflemble the following 
day, each in the chamber appropriated to 
the order to which he, belonged. 

If it were not known, that no part of the 
fpeeches pronounced by the King on thia 
. Qccafion, nor of the declaration read in his 
came, were of his compofition, the felf-fuf- 
ficiency and loftinefs of this fpeech are fo 
contrary to the natural diffidence of his cha* 
rafter, that it would be quite apparent that 
this at leaft could not be his* It is certainly 

Recoiled, gentlemen, that none oi your projeds 
Can have the force of law without my particular ap* 
probation. Thus I am the natural guarantee of your re- 
fpe&ive rights, and all the orders of the State may rely 
upon my juftice and impartiality — all diffidence on your 
part would be doing me great iryuftice : it is I who 
have hitherto done all for the good of my people ; and 
it is perhaps a little fingulaf, that the fole ambition of a 
Sovereign fhould be to prevail on his fubje&s to agree 
with each other, that they may receive his favours to 
the greater advantage- * 

R not 
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ftot unufual for Minifters to regale the So- 
vereigns, in whofe fervice they are,. -with 
occafional treats of panegyric ; but they ge- 
nerally contrive to have them pronounced 
by fome other orator thai* the Sovereign 
himfelf j and the Minifters of Lewis XVI. 
Were blameable for having deviated from the 
eftablifhed cuftom in the prefent inftance ; 
but they were ftill more blameable for plac- 
ing their matter in the awkward fituation of 
giving commands, without having fecured 
the means of enforcing obedience. 

As foon as the King had pronounced this 
peremptory order, he retired, and was fol- 
lowed by the Nobility and the majority of 
the Clergy* The Deputies of the Common* 
remained. They feemed indignant, but not 
Intimidated. As a hint to them to with- 
draw, Workmen were fent into the hall to 
remove the throne and the benches near it* 
More refpe&fiil than thofe who fent them, 
the Workmen fufpended their labour, on 

perceiving 
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perceiving that theltepatres did not retire. 
When their perfeverance was known at 
the Court, M. de Breze, an officer, was feat 
to remind them of the King's orders. To 
this admonition M. Bailly, the Prefident, 
replied, that the National Affembly received 
order* from no perfon. Aa interval o( 
fikftce followed, during which it was doubt- 
ful whether all 4lbe Deputies approved the 
jPrefident's anfwer or not, Mirabeau feiz* 
ing the critical moment exclaimed, " Nous 
avons entendu le* intentions qu'on a fugge- 
refcs au Hoi"; and then, addrefling the officer 
of the court, continued, €i et vods qui ne 
fauridz <kre iba fcrgaae aupres des Etats Ge- 
n^raitx, Vou* qyln'avez ici ni place, ni voix, ' 
ni droit de parWr, vous n'etes pas fait pour 
nous rappeller fon difcours ; allez dire a ceux 
qui vous envoient que nous fommes ici par la 
volonte du Peuple, et qu'on ne nous en arra- 

chetia que par la puiflance des bayonettes*." 

The 
* Yes, we have heard what the King has been prevailed-, 

&2 W> 
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The immediate effed of this fpeech of 
Mirabeau was, that the Deputies, by a ge- 
neral acclamation, announced their aflent to 
what he had pronounced. The Prefident 
then addreffing himfelf to M. de Breze faid, 
a The Affembly decreed yefterday,that they 
would continue their meeting' after the royal 
feflion ; I can make no alteration in this de- 
cree."—" Sbtall I carry that anfwer to the 
King r faid M. de Breze. « Yes, Sir; 1 re- 
joined the Prefident. 

When De Breze was withdrawn, Mirabeau 
propofed, that the perfons of the Deputies 
fhould be declared inviolable, and that 
whoever fhould make any attempt againft 
their liberty fhould be deemed traitors to 

on to exprefs. But you, who cannot be bis organ in this 
affembly ; you, who have here neither feat nor vote, nor 
any right whatever, are not the proper perfon to remind 
us of his difcourfe. Go and tell thofe who fent you, 
that we are here aflembled by the will of the French 
people, and nothing will make us retire but the bayonet. 

the 
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Ac country, and guilty of a capital crime-; 
which pa{Ted into a decree immediately. 
The Abb£ Sieyes made an harangue, the 
tendency of which was td encourage them 
to adhere to their purpofe of re-eftablifhing 
the nation in its rights, and forming a free 
conftitution, which no power on eirth, he 
faid, had a right to do for them ; and he 
ufed an expreflion, which was admired at 
the time, and has been often quoted fince: 
" Do you not feel, gentlemen, that you are 
to-day what you were yefterday P* He 
finifhed his Ipeech by, moving, that their 
Afiemblies fhoiild be public. No authority, 
he added, fhould prevail on them to exclude 
the People from hearing their debates. This 
alfo was agreed to, and the Aflembly foon 
after broke up. 

When M. le Marquis de Breze made his 
seport to the Council of the manner in 
which the Kuig's orders had been obeyed, 
they feemed in a greater dilemma and much 

R 3 - mor 
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more alarmed than the Affembly had been 
when they heard them delivered*. 

As there were four thoufand guards under 
arms on the day of the royal feflion, and 
(even or eight regiments in the neighbour-* 
hood of Verfailles, the paffive timidity of 
the Council may feem extraordinary. The 
following cirqumftances are (aid to have 
made a ftrong imprefRon, and to have eon-? 
tributed to an alteration in their, meafures. 

t *• Thpfe who fuggefted thefe peremptory, orders given 
ty. the King on the prefent occafion, feem to havea<3ed 
pn the fame principle with Bays in the Duke of Buck- 
ingham's Rehearfal — who, to make fure of the fuccefs * 
of his piece, faid, that he would appear on the ftage in 
mourning, attended by an executioner, and roundljr tefy 
the audience, that if they did not immediately applaud 
his play, he would order the executioner to .cut off his 
head before their faces $ on which, adds he^they will all 
applaud. But on its being fuggefted, that poffibly the 
audience might not applaud, Bays had thought of no 
(ubterfuge, by which he migty avoid the other alter? 
fiative. 

At 
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At the ceremony in the tennis-court on the 
2oth 9 feveral of the guards had appeared 
greatly affe&ed ; and it was believ*d f that 
none but the foreign troops would have 
obeyed, if any violence had been ordered to 
be ufed to the Deputies. When the King 
returned from the Affembly to the palace on 
the *3dj although the ftreets were crowded 
with people, they maintained a fallen filence* 
No fign of applaufe, not fo much as a lingl? 
Ffoe k Rot ! was heard — an event without 
z precedent in the annals of the French mo 
harchy ; for the French populace hitherto 
had been as much accuftomed to applaud 
their King, whatever his character was, as 
often as he appeared in public, as the ancient 
Egyptians were to worfhip whatever the 
Priefts prefented to theraj whether in ttu? 
form qf a crocodile or a calf. 
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CHAPTER X. , 

Great Popularity of M. Necker — Diforders 
in Parh-~Part of the Order of Nobles join 

: the National AJfembly — Reflections on that 
Event — Populace demand to be admitted, 
contrary to the King's Orders — Deputation 
to the King on that Sufofi-^Tbe King de~ 
fires the Nobles and Clergy to unite with the 
Tiers-Etat— Debates on that Subject — The 
twofuperjor Orders join the National Af* 
^fembly — Univerfaljoy — I)jfcotfrf( ofMira* 
beau-r-R$ettions. 

GREAT numbers of the Deputies, after 
the breaking up of the Affembly, 
went dire&ly to M, Necfcer's hotel y but he, 
on the pretext of being indifpofed, faw very 
few of them. It was foon after rumoured, 
fthat the King was difpleafed with the Mini-? 
6 iter, 
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fter, bccaufe he had not attended the royal 
feflion, and that he was to be difmifled from 
the Adminiftration. In the evening, how- 
ever, he went to wait on his Majefty. This 
ivas no fooner known, and it was known 
Immediately, than the courts of the palace 
were crowded with the populace, who from 
time to time exclaimed, Five M* Necker! 
Point de demijjion ! but no cry of Five It Rot I 
ifras heard* 

After his conference with the King, as M. 
Necker returned to His own houfe, the multi- 
tude furrounding him infifted on his giving 
his promife not to refign his iituation* This 
they obtained without much difficulty* The 
affurauce was heard with tranfport ; thofe 
rieareft him held him up in their arms to 
gratify their fellow citizens with a fight of 
this favourite Minifter, and then a&ually 
earned him in this triumphant manner to 
his hotel. 

Th6 Nobles, and the minority of the 

Clcrgj 
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Clergy who had not united with the Tiers- 
Etat, mot (he day after the royal feffion in 
their refpeftivc chambers, as the King had. 
enjoined j btft the other Deputies, ftill re- 
taining the name of the National Affembly^ 
met ia the old hall, and deliberated as a 
complete legiflative body. Nothing can be a 
ftronger proof how much all the King's iq~ 
jun&ions were difregarded, than that on this 
iirft meeting, although he had ordered that 
, none but Deputies fliould be admitted to hear 
their, debates, a great number of ft rangers 
were- prefent. . The fentries at the <Joqc 
aiked of each perfon that prefented hip** 
(elf, if he was a deputy ; but if by hU 
hefitation there was reafon to fufpeft that he 
was not, the fentry whifpered to him,, &?$ 
yes, and immediately defired him to enter. 

While the disputes concerning the union 
pf the orders exifted at Verfaille^th^mind^ 
of the Parifians were in continual agitation; 
Mongers. were difp*tched feveral #me* 

9*-day 
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a day from Verfailles, to inform the groups 
and bands of politicians in the Palais Royal, 
of what paffed at the Aflembly ; and, if any 
one ventured to utter an expreffion contrary. 
t$ the prevailing opinion, he was expofed 
to the capricious infults of the multitude. 

They obliged one perfon to make what 
they called amende honor able ^by afking par- 
don on his knees arid kiffing the ground ; 
pthers they punifhed with the rod ; and one 
unfortunate ecelefiaftic they treated fo rude- 
ly, by fhoving him from one fide to the^ 
other of the circle which furronnded him, 
that he was long confined' to his bed,, 
and with difficulty efcaped with his life 
from the conferences • of this barbarous 
Jporu 

One wreteh, who had a diabolical ran- 
cour againft^ M. d'Efpremcnil, feized the 
moment when a bulletin juft brought from 
Verfailles was read to a group in one of the 
public places, accufing him as an apoftate 
V ' froxn 
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from the caufe of the people, and made a 
moft violent harangue againft that gentle* 
man, which he concluded by a propofal, 
that, as his perfon was not immediately in 
their power, they fliould turn his wife and 
children into the ftreet, and burn his houfe. 
A perfon of prefence of mind and humanity, 
who heard this (hocking propofal, and was 
afraid that fome of the moft furious might 
adopt it, exclaimed, u that it would be no 
punifhment to the real criminal, becaufe the 
houfe and furniture belonged to the land- 
lord, his wife to the public ; and that as for 
the v children, they perhaps belonged to fome 
of the beft patriots in the company.* 1 

This farcafm againft M. d'Efpremenilwas 
believed neither by the fpeakernor the audi- 
ence ; but as it put them in a humour incon- 
fiftent with the horrid propofal, which cer- 
tainly was the intention of the fpeaker, it 
may be confidered as a very happy jeft. 

Befides the moveable groups which were 

conftantly 
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conftantly forming and diffolving in the 
Palais Royal, a band of young men formed 
themfelves into a fociety,. ere&ed a fcaffold 
fhelteited from rain, in a form of a kind of 
hall, and, in imitation of the Aflcmbly at 
Verfailles, chofe a Prefident and Secretaries, 
and debated on political queftions. Here 
the moft incendiary motions were, made, 
and the moft extravagant and ridiculous 
accufations againft the Minifters and perfons 
of difiin&ion of both fexes belonging to 
the Court. Thofe accufations for, being 
ridiculous were not the lefs dangerous ; as 
they expofed the obje&s of them to the in- 
iults and fury of the mob. At the conclu- 
flon of each debate, there was a decree or 
fentence, expreffive of the opinion of the 
fociety, immediately drawn up and announ- 
ced to the. multitude. After a long debate 
refpe&ing M. d'Efpremenil, who, from 
being efteemed as a patriot* was now 
detefted as a courtier, the fentence* of this 

fociety 
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fociety Was, that his name fhould be crafcd 
from the lift of Counfellors of the Parlia- 
ment, and he himfelf declared a traitor to his 
country. 

L'Abbe Maury by the fame authority 
was to be placed on a pillory on the Pont- 
neuf, there to remain during the fitting of 
the States-General. 

A third fentence was, that all perfons of 
the name of Polignac fhould be tranfported 
to the pooreft part of the province of Au- 
vergne, that it might be fertilized by their 
riches* This was dire&ed againft Madame 
de Polignac, the Queen's favpurite, who was 
fuppofed to have enriched herfelf and many 
of her relations at the expence of the na- 
tional treafure. 

What was burlefque or humourous in 
thefe mock decrees made them a fource of 
mirth, till their confequences became not 
only ferious but horrible. Perhaps it is 
chara&eriftic of the French more than of 

aqy 



( *ss ) 

any other nation, to blend fentiments of 
gaiety with thofe of atrocity, although every 
idea belonging to the latter ought to exclude 
all tendency to the former. Inftances of 
this unnatural mixture are not unfrequent 
in the writings of Voltaire; and many 
fhocking proofs of it occur in the courie of 
the French Revolution. 

To quiet the minds of the Parifians, and 
prevent diforder, M. Necker wrote a letter 
to M. de Crofne, lieutenant of police, giving 
aflurance that the King had no intention 
of difiblving the States-General. Indeed 
it was now apparent, both at Verfailles and 
at Paris, that they would be diffolved in no 
other way than by being all united with 
the Tiers-Etat, under the common name of 
the National Aflembly. This was known 
to be the wifh of the Duke of Orleans, and 
generally imagined, in him, to proceed from 
childifh and ungenerous motives ; but there 
were members of the body of Nobles, who, 

notwith- 
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notwithftandiftg the privileges which they 
themfelves enjoyed, beheld with painful 
fenfibility the fufierings of the large mair 
of their countrymen, under the manifold 
abufes of the ancient government. Their 
ebjed was the reformation of abufes and 
acquifition of freedom, by the eftablifhmenr 
of a government, in which the monarch as 
well as the people would be gainers ; becaufe 
the power of doyig wrong, and of becom* 
ing corrupt and unhappy, would be limited 
on his part, and the neceflity of crouching 
under oppreffion and infult would Jbe re-* 
moved on theirs ; becaufe he would acquire 
fubje&s whofe love would do him honour, 
inftead of flaves whofe applaufe was a proof 
of nothing but their ovyn debafement. But 
that portion of the Nobles' who thought in 
this manner, alfo thought, that their objeft 
was not to be attained without abandoning 
OQ the prefent emergency the clafs to which 
they belonged, which they faw attached to 

, the} 
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the old fyftem, and joining the Tiers* 
Etat. 

A gentleman of this country, who with 
a raoft comprehenfive natural underftand- 
ing poflefles a great ftore of ufeful and 
ornamental literature— not like thofe who 
poflefs that kind of property, as if it were 
all in land or on mortgage; which cannot 
always be turned to immediate ufe, but like 
one who has the value of a large eftate all 
in fterling gold at his command, on every 
private or public occafion — this gentleman 
obferves, that " turbulent, difcontented men 
of quality, in proportion as they are puffed 
up with perfpnal pride and arrogance, gene- 
rally defpife their own order : one of the 
firft fymptoms they difcover of a felfifli and 
mifchievous ambition, 4s a profligate difre- 
gard of a dignity which they partake with 
others. To be attached to the fubdivifipn, 
to iove the little platoon we belong to in 
S - fockty, 
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fociety, is tjie firfl priijciple (the germ as it, 
were) of public affe&ions j it is the firfl: link 
ijx the fexies by which, we proceed towards 
a love to our country and to mankind. The 
interests of that portion of fecial arrange- 
ment a»re a truft in the hands of all thofe 
who compofe it i and as none but bad men 
would, juftify it in abufe, none but traitors 
would barter it away for their own p^rfoc^ 
advantage." 

Thefe obfervations are in foriie refpe&s as 
juft as they are. ingenious. Unqueftionably 
an attachment to the little platoon, to which 
a man accidentally belongs, is a ftep towards 
general benevolence beyond mere felfifh- 
nefs ; but it is , a. ftep which many people 
take without advancing farther. In de- 
fending the privileges and claims of the par- 
ticular clafs to which a m^n belongs, he may 
only think of his own intereft ; and there are 
inftances *of m,en who have diftinguifhed 

themfelves 
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themfelves by that kind of z£al, without 
any good \frill to one individual of the pro- 
feffion or clafs to which they belonged. 

* It is an indiiputable truth, that nOne but 
traitors would barter away, for their own 
particular iritereft, any of the general privi- 
leges of that clafs of fociety to which they 
belong j but. it is equally true, that the man 
who" h w'jilitog to join in a general facrifice 
of privilegle^or olairfis which have been long 
attached to the elafs or profeffion to which 
he belongs, but which he thinks unjuft in 
themiehev% and contrary to the good of fo- 
citttjr in general-, adts a nobler part than the 
ma*i who as all events fupparts and defends 
them. And, upon the whole, I am apt to 
think that more evil has accrued to man- 
kind from their unjuft partiality to the divb- 
fion or particular clafs to which they, be- 
long, than from their facrificing its interefl! 
from any reafon whatever. 

Has not the fellow-feeling, which exifh 
S 2 through 
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through all the branches of law and phyfic, 
been long felt and complained of as the 
fource of many abufes by which the* public 
fuffers ? Has not the efprit de corps which 
reigns among the Clergy afforded prote&ion 
to much impofture, and produced much 
partiality to fome and much perfecution of 
others, particularly in Roman Catholic 
countries* where the power of the Clergy 
is greater, and where there are fewer and 
lefs affe&ionate bonds of relation between 
them and the laity ? 

On the 24th of June it was propofed 
in the Aflembly of the Nobles, that they 
fhould unite with the Commons ; and 
the propriety of this meafure was . ably 
maintained by fome members, equally dif- 
tinguifhed for their talents and integrity ; 
and on the 25th forty- feven Nobles, at the 
head of whom was the Duke of Orleans 
actually went and incorporated themfelves 
with the National Aflembly* Having men-; 

tioned 
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tioned the leader, it is neceffary, in juftice 
to this band of Nobility, -to add, that the 
Duke of Rochefoucault, the Counts Lally 
Tolendal, Ciermont-Tonnerre, and other 
men of unblemifhed chara&er, were alfo of 
the number. 

They ware attended through the ftreetsr 
with the applauding acclamations of the 
people, and received with joy by the Na- 
tional Affembly ; but the crowd which had 
accompanied them to the hall of the Affem. 
bly infilled on entering and being witneffes 
to the happy union of the orders- When 
the requeft of the multitude was announ- 
ced, it produced a demur, becaufe of the 
King's exprefs order that the people fhould ' 
not be prefent at their debates ; for although 
the fentries allowed thofe to enter, who, 
from the decency of their appearance, might 
pafs for Deputies, they ftill kept out the 
mere mob. A debate therefore enfued on 
this queftion, Whether they fhould attend 

S3 tt 
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to the King's command, or to the reqnifi- 
tion of the mob. The, reader will per- 
haps be furprifed, that any debate feould 
arife on fuch a fubjeft ; but he cannot be 
more furprifed than M. Barnave feeing to 
have been. He began his fpeeeh in thefe 
words : i€ II eft etrangc et furprenant que 
Ton veuille defendre a la Nation Tentree de 
la falle nationale* !" Although he continued 
to fpeak with great energy, there was rea~ 
fon to fear, from the noife at the door, that 
the people would not truft their caufe to 
the ftrength of his arguments, but were on 
the point of ufing more forcible means j on 
which M. Bailly, the Archbifhop of Vienne, 
and the Count ClermonNTonnerre, went 
to affure them that the Aflembly would fend 
a deputation of their members to the King, 
to requeft a free entrance for them into the 

* It is ftrange and furpriGng, that the Nation ffcould 
l*e refufed admittance into the National Aflembly 1 

hall, 
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hall, and that in all probability the doors 
ifrould be thrown open on the Following 
day* This fatisfied the people; and the 
.deputation was immediately appointed, and 
confided of fix Ecclefiaftics, fi* Nobles, and 
twelve of the Third Order. This Xvas put- 
ting the King to the difagreeable Alternative 
of either increafing the difcontent of the 
people, or recalling thfe order he had given. 
It was not difficult to forefee the confe- 
quenee. 

The majority of the Nobles* however^ 
and the minority of the Clergy who had 
not united with the Tiers-Etat, continued 
to meet in their refpe&ive halls. The only 
queftion they had to difcufs was, Whether 
they fliould join their brethren, or continue 
to form chambers apart? In the chamber 
of the Nobles it was decided, that they 
fhotild at all events remain feparate ; in 
that of the Clergy the fame meafure was 
S 4 carried, 
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carried, but in a lefs determined manner—' 
fome principal members feceded on the 26th. 
In the mean time the King was in the 
moft cruel perplexity ; frequent Councils 
were held, and nothing was decided* In a 
private converfation which he had with the 
Duke of Luxembourg, it is faid, that the 
King firft exprefled a defire for the union 
of the orders. The Duke reprefented, that 
this ftep would be more injurious to the 
Crown than to the Nobles ; that, by uniting 
in one Aflembjy with the Third Order, the 
Noblefle, from their rank, the refpeft due 
to their families, and their wealth, would 
retain a confiderable fliare of importance in 
the State ; but that the Crown had every 
thing to dread from the union, and there- 
fore that his faithful Nobles were deter- 
mined to refift to the laft, and die in defence 
of the monarchy. The King, who had a 
diflike to violent meafures, and fickened at 

the 
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the idea of bloodflied, anfwered, " Je nc 
veux pas qu'il perifle un feul homme pour 
ma querelle." 

It would be a curious, though painful, 
fubjed of calculation, to endeavour to as- 
certain how many of the human race, who 
have been cut off fince that period, would 
be now alive, had all the Sovereign Princes 
in Europe been of the fame way of think- 
ing in this point with the unfortunate Lewis 
XVI. AH the conquefts which the moft 
fuccefsful of them have made, and all the 
laurels which their Generals have obtained, 
will hardly be thought a compenfation for 
fo many hundred thoufand lives as by the 
Joweft computation have been loft by the 
War, in the interval between June 1 789 and 
this prefent December 1794. 

On the 27th the King fent a letter to the 
Duke of Luxembourg, who was Prefident of 
the order of Nobles, then aflembled in their 
own particular hall. TWletter was of the 

fame 
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fame import with what his Majefty had ex- 
prefled the preceding night, and requefted 
that the Nobles fhould, without any farther 
delay, unite with the two other orders in 
their common hall, that they might accom- 
plish the paternal cbjefts he had in view. 

The King's letter having been read, the 
queftion was dated, Whether they fhould 
unite, in conformity to the King's defrre, or 
not ? The majority Teemed to be for the 
affirmative ; but a confiderabk number were 
of the opppfite opinion. It was afferted, 
that it was their duty t& endeavour to fave 
the King in fpite of himfelf. • Some pro* 
pofed, that they fhould bind themfelves by 
a folemn oath never to yield up their privi- 
lege as Nobles, by uniting with the Tiers- 
Etat in a common Affembiy. 

The Vifcount de Mirabeau, whofe politi- 
cal opinions were the reverfe of his brother's, 
had not patience to wait for the decifion of 
the Affembiy on *thi& motion,- but inftantly 

fwore 
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fwore that, for his own part, he would aot 
leave the chamber until they had come to 
a refclution itever to difgrace themfelves by 
an union with the Third Order. Notwkh- 
ftanding this particular oath on the part of 
the Vifcount, the motion for the general one 
was rejected ; on which it was evident, 
that the junction would be carried; and 
therefore feveral protefts, very ftrongly ex- 
prefled, were taken by thofe who oppofed 
it. In the midft of this contcft, a letter was 
delivered to the Prefident. It was from the 
Count d'Artois, alluring the Duke that a 
longer refiftance would put the King's life 
in danger*. 

When this was communicated to the AC- 
fembly, M. de Cazales, a courageous friend 

# The Count d'Artois bad long been unpopular; 
and, in fome people's opinion, if an infurre&ion had 
happened, the Count's life would have been in more 
danger than the King's. 

• ' of 
4 



( i6* ) 

ef Monarchy, who imagined he faw its ruin 
in the union of the orders, faid, " If either 
the King or the Monarchy muft perifh, our 
firft di^ty is to fave the Monarchy ; and, if 
the King is in dagger, let us go and form a 
rampart with our bodies for his defence." 

The Duke of Luxembourg, however, ob- 
ferved, that there was not time to deliberate 
longer ; it was now their duty t(J unite, and 
afterwards endeavour to fave both. It was 
then agreed, that they (hould go dire&Iy and 
unite themfelves with the National A ffcmbiy j 
and, that the Vifcount de Mirabeau might 
not be under the neceffity of remaining in the 
chamber all the remainder of hU life, the 
Prefident told him that he releafed him 
from his oath : — which of courfe quieted the 
alarmed confeience of the Vifcount. 

The Cardinal de Rochefoucault received 
a letter from the King at the fame time and 
to the fame purpofe with that fent to the 
Duke of Luxembourg. When the Cardinal 

had 
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had communicated its contents to the mino- 
rity of the Clergy who remained in the hall 
of their order, they agreed without a debate 
to obey the will of the King. 

At about four in the afternoon it was un«- 
derftood in the National Afiembly, that the 
two privileged orders were eoming to join 
them. If the Noblefle and Clergy had difc 
played an imprudent and invidious magni- 
ficence at the firft affembling of the States- 
General, they avoided that error in the cere- 
mony of uniting with the Third Order. 
However applauded the union was by the 
Nation at large, it was performed by the 
Nobles without oftentation, and by the 
Clergy with Chriftian humility. They 
chofe a time when very few members were 
in the hall ; t>he Prefident himfelf was ab- 
sent ; he was immediately fent for, and ar- 
rived in time to receive the Clergy and 
Noble*. They entered at the fame time at 

two 
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two different doors^ the Clergy at the light, 
and the Nobles at the left, and walked to 
their places in two parallel lines. The Car- 
dinal de Rochefoueault as Prefidedt of thd 
Clergy* addreffing M. Bailty, faid, " We 
are conducted hither by our love and refpe£t 
for the King, by dur regard for our coun- 
. try, and our zeal for the public weal." 

The Duke of Luxembourg, on the part 
of the Nobility, faid, " Gefttlertien, the 
order of Nobler have this day decreed to 
meet at this> national hall, that they may 
give to the King a proof of their refpeft, 
and to the Nation a proof of their patri- 
Gtifm;" 

M.' Baitfy, thePrefidentcrfthe AflemWy, 
deeFared ; ?bat he coulil not find words to ex- 
prefs the joy he -felt on this happy uniori of 
dl the* branches of the natidnal family; that 
by the. jundion of the Clergy and Nihility 
with ;: the- Third Order, the profperity df 

their 
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their ^oramon country was feqired, and 
thai day would be for ever celebrated as a 
feftival in France. 

As foon as it waa known that the unioo 
of the; orders had taken place at the defire of 
the Kijig, the inhabitants of Verfailles>tranfc 
ported with joy, ran in crowds to the par 
lace. The guards, alarmed at their nura- 
ber and the violence of their emotion,, wer,e 
preparing, to refift* their entrance, when 
hearing the cry of Vive le Rail the gates 
were thrown, open, and the extenfive court! 
of the caftle were; immediately filled with a 
multitude of people of both iexes and all 
conditions, who begged to be gratified with 
a fight of the King. The Monarch foon 
appeared at the balcony with the Queen a{ 
his fide : both were received with applaufe* 
and nothing was heard but expreffions of 
gratitude an.d admiration. 

A? M . Neeker had been abfent from the 
royal feffion* and had been often with the 

King 
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iCittg and a clofc attendant on the Council 
at the time when the refolution was taken, 
on the part of the King, to prbpofe the 
union of the orders, the merit of this was 
imputed to him. As often as he appeared 
in the ftreets of Verfailles, he was fur- 
rounded by applauding crowds, who ex- 
**£ted of him to renew the aflfu ranee that he 
had no intention to refign ; which when he 
gave them, the cry of Five leRoil was joined 
to that of Vive M. Necker ! which they had 
been exclaiming from the beginning. 

Couriers wete continually palling and re* 
paffing between Paris and Verfailles, while 
the union was in agitation ; and, notwith- 
ftandiivg that it was pretty generally ex- 
pected, yet the y news of its having actually 
taken place produced as great demonftratioas 
of joy among the Parifians, as if they ha<t 
been afraid it could not. happen. The ix^oft 
flattering ideas of najtional peace and profjtt- 
rity weie entertained by all ranks of people. 

Mirabeau 
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Mirabeau feems to have entertained the! 
fame hopes of this coalition. The follow- 
ing are his words : " Qu'il fera glorieux 
pour la France et pour nous, que cette 
grande revolution tie cotite a l 5 humanitd 
ni des forfaits ni des crimes ! Les plus 
petits Etats n'ont fouvent achete une ombte 
de liberte, qu'au prix du fang le plus pre^ 
cieux. Une nation, trop Here de fa confti- 
tution et des vices de la ti6tre, a fouffert 
plus d'un fiecle des convulfions et des guerres 
civiles, aVant que d'affermir fes loixf. 
L'Amerique meme, dont le genie tutelaire 
des mondes femble recompenfcr aujourd*- 
hui TafFranchiflement qui eft notre ouvrage^ 
n'a jotii de ce bien iaeftimable qu'aprds des 
revers fanglaris et des combats longs et 
douteux. Et nous, Meflieurs, nous verrons 
la meme revolution s'operer par le feul con- 
cours des lumieres et des intentions patrio-* 
tiques ! Nos combats font de fimples dif- 
cuffions, nos ennemis font des prejuges par- 
T donnables, 
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donnables, nos vi&oires ne feroat point cm- 
elles, nos triomphes feront b£nis par ceux 
qui feront fubjugues les dernicra. 

" L'hiftoire n'a trop fouvent racontS les 
actions que de betes feroces, parmi lef- 
quelles on diftingue de loin en loin des he- 
ros. II nous eft permis d'efperer que noi}8 
commemjons l'hiftoire des hommes, celle de 
frdres, qui ncs pour fe rendre mutuellement 
heureux, font d'accord prefque dans leurs 
diffentimens, puifqueleur objet eft le meme, 
et que leurs moyens feuls different*," 

The 

* How honourable will it be for France and for us, 
that this great revolution fbould be accomplished with- 
out offences and without crimes ! Some of the moft 
inconfiderable States have not been able to obtain the 
(hadow of liberty, but at the expence of the moft precious 
blood. One nation, too proud of her own conftitution 
and of the faults of burs, underwent a whole age of civit 
wars and convulfioris before fee bad her laws confirm- 
ed. America herfelf, the confirmation of whofe liberty 
was our work, which the guardian genius of the world 

feems 
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The records of the world do not afford 
a -more ftriking example of the vanity of 
human fcheme&, and the fhortfightednefs of 
thofe who are celebrated for the moft pene- 
trating judgment, than the rapidity with 
which confequences, dire&ly contrary to 
what were expected, followed each other 

jjjbems this day tb recompenfe, did not enjoy that iftefti- 
mable bleffing until after many fevere ftruggles and . 
many defperate. and bloody battles. And- we, gentlemen, 
have the happinefs to fee a revolution of the fame nature 
brought about by the union of enlightened minds with 
patriotic intention^. Our battles are mere difcuffions ; 
our enemies are pardonable prejudices 5 our vi&ories, 
fo far from being cruel, will be blefled by the conquered 
themfelves, 

Hiftory too often records actions which are worthy 
only of the moft ferocious brutes, among whom, at. 
long intervals, we can fometimes diftinguifh heroes. 
There is now reafon to hope, that we have begun the 
hiftory of men, of brothers, who, born for mutual happi- 
nefs, agree even when they vary, fince^ their object 
is the fame, and their means only are different. 

T 2 from 
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from this period — A Nobleffe degraded and 
driven into exile — a Clergy maflfacred-— ► 
fome of the mod diftinguHhed Deputies of 
theTiers-Etat brought to the fcaflfold by the 
influence of men, whofe names were un- 
known to the public when the States-Gene- 
ral were affembled. Mirabeau hirofelf did 
not live long enough to be a witnefs or a 
vi&im of the cruelleft of thefe fcenes o£ 
anarchy and bloodlhed, and to prove whe- 
ther, as is the opinion of fome, his extraor- 
dinary talents could have at once fecured. 
liberty and preferved the monarchy : but 
Bailly, the firft Prefident of the National 
Affembly, was afterwards put to death, 
when a tribunal of aflaflins became the ia- 
ftruments of a thoufand murders, and when, 
inflead of liberty and equality, a defpotifm 
was eftablifhed, which rendered the whole 
inhabitants of France equally flaves. 

That the hopes of fo many millions of 
men have been fo miferably blafted ; that 

< they 
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they, have miffed the fair expe&ation of 
founding a government upon the folid bafis 
of rational freedom, inftead of rearing a 
caftle in the air on the idea! pillars of im- 
pra&icable equality, will be regretted, by 
every friend of liberty and of humanity^ 
While France is at war with Great Britain, 
it is the duty, and will be the endeavour, of 
every good Britifli fubje&, to do all in his 
power to defeat her fchemes, and aflift his 
country againft her ; but how wretchedly 
narrowed muft that man's mind be, by 
national or political prejudiced, who joins 
in the defpicable cant, that France is the 
natural enemy of Great Britain! Can the 
two moft enlightened nations of the j world, 
who cultivate philofophy, all the fcieaces, 
every liberal art, with more fuccefs than 
any other, be naturally enemies ? To judge 
of the French nation from a few monfters, 
who have been engendered in the courfe of 
this revolution ; and, from the crimes which 
T 3 they 
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tljey have committed, to conclude that the 
people are naturally cruel and blood-thirfty, 
is rpafoning as profoundly as thofe who 
about a century* and a half ago, when 
England was under the yoke of an hypo- 
critical ufurper and a fanatical army, con- 
cluded that the Englifh were all a fet of 
hypocrites or fanatics. In fpite of tem- 
porary confufion§, the national charafterif- 
tic of both countries remains the fame. That 
of France has always been vivacity and in- 
genuity, her inhabitants being diftinguifli- 
ed in every art to vyhich they applied. In 
times of tranquillity they excelled moft 
nations in the arts of peace j and fince they 
have? been driven to confine themfelves to 
{he art of war, it does not appear that they 
arc inferior to the moft warlike of their 
neighbours. 1 canm>t help confjdering them, 
therefore, in point of ingenuity, and in 
every thing which requires the powers of 
underitandiog or genius, as the. fecond na- 
tion 



{ *79 > 

tion in the world. My decided opinion 
is, that they are the fecond ; but I fhould 
rather hope, that the other nations of 
Europe would rank them only as the third; 
and this I do on the principle of the ancient 
Roman, who faid, that what convinced him 
that the Romans were the firft nation in 
the world was, that all other nations allow*- 
ed them to be the fecond. 

When the delightful climate and cheer- 
ing produ&ions of the fine and fertile coun- 
try of France are taken alfo into confidera- 
tion, and, above all, when we recoiled the 
natural temper of the inhabitants, fo open to 
all the fources of cheerfulnefs and fo fliut 
againft thofe of melancholy, which made 
them enjoy profperity more and feel mis- 
fortune lefs than any other people j that en- 
viable gaiety which taught them to banifh 
ennui, relax the ftiff features of formality, 
enliven gloom, and render joy more joyful j 
when we reflefl; on thefe circumftances, and 
T 4 on 
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on the unexampled calamities into which fo 
many millions of human creatures, fo formed, 
are involved; we fnuft acknowledge that the 
fum total of human happinefs deftroyed is 
greater, than would have happened from 
the fame calamities falling on the f ».mc num r 
ber of apy other people in the known world, 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Means ufed to prejudice the People againji the 
Nobles — Imprudent Condutt of the Count 
d* Artois—~Ekven Soldiers of the French 
Foot Guards appeal to the People — are 
taken out of Prifon and protected — Treaforh* 
able ExpreJJions — Troops approach Paris 
and Verfailks — Difcourfe of Mirabeau — 
An Addrefsfrom the AJfembly to the King 
— -His Anfwer — Secret ' Councils — General* 
Alarm — Feajl in the Ely fan Fields — Dif- 
tnijjion of M. Necker — Tumults at Paris. 

A/ S the refufal of the privileged orders 
^ ^ to unite with the Tiers-Etat had 
been made ufe of as the pretext for the cla- 
mour and difcontent to which the populace 
had been incited, it was naturally to be ex- 
pected that, this fpurge pf difcontent being 
' removed 
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removed at the defire of the King, tranquil- 
lity and confidence would be reftored. 

The univerfal rejoicing which took place 
at Paris and all over France feetned to indi- 
cate this; but thofe appearances were of 
fliort duration. Some Deputies were ftill 
convinced, that the Court meant the diflb- 
lution of the Affembly, and waited only till 
& fufficient number of troops were drawn 
together near the capital to render the mea- 
fiire fafe. Thefe men were at great pains 
to fpread this opinion, and to remind the 
public that the King had not defired the two 
orders to unite until he thought himfelf in 
pferfonal danger by their remaining any 
longer feparated ; and that they had agreed 
to it at laft not in compliance wkh the 
wifhes or for the good of the people* but 
merely in obedience to the King, whofe 
mandates they were ever ready to obey 
without any regard to the public benefit. 
To give this opinion the moft rapid and 

extenfive 
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extenfive circulation, they ufed a mentis 
which in France far exceeds the power d^ 
pamphlets ox newfpapers — namely, convey- 
ing it in 4 kind of witticifm or play upon 
word?. It was faid> that the Nobles and 
Clergy were fo fond of deliberating pqr 
ordre^ that they could not be united to the 
Commons otherwife than par orJre; and it 
was added, that the two privileged orders 
could not be prevailed on to deliberate par 
tete % until they found thenafelyes in danger 
of being forced to deliberateyZw th$. Thefe 
jokes will not be thought marvelloufly 
bright; they were repeated, however, by 
nine out of ten who heard 4hem, and had 
the effed which their authors intended. 

The political theatres eroded in the gar- 
den of the Palais Royal above mentioned 
continued their fa&ious debates in the bear- 
ing of the populace ; and many individuals 
were on thofe pecafions reprefented as the 
determined enemies of the people, particu- 
larly 
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larly M. Berthier, Intendant de Paris, M. 
*Foulqn, Confeiller d'Etat, the Count d'Ar- 
tois, the Prince of Conde, the Duke of Bour- 
bon, and many others. The impreffion 
againft them, which was thus given to the 
populace, proved fatal in a fliort time to the 
two former, and contributed no doubt to 
the flight of the latter, which has been fince 
thought to have had fuch ruinous confe- 
quences to the whole French Noblefle. 

The Duke of Orleans was fuppo&d, 
with great probability, to encourage thefe 
debates, and all the factious proceedings in 
this garden, which provoked the Count 
d'Artois to a meafure, than which nothing 
could have been more ill timed. 

It had long been the cuftom, as a mark 
of refpedt to the Orleans family, for a de- 
tachment of Swifs to mount guard at the 
Palais Royal. The x Count d ? Artois was 
Colonel of the Swifs guards. In a moment 
of indignation at the Duke of Orleans, he 

gave 
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gave orders that the guard fhould be dis- 
continued, the immediate effect of which: 
was, rendering himfelf more odious to the 
people, and the Duke more refpefted ; and 
what puts this inconfiderate meafure in a 
ridiculous point of view, the Count found 
it neceflary to reftore the guard a few days 
after it had been removed. 

The heat and animofity againft the Court, 
which was continually kept alive in the cen- 
tre of faCtion at the Palais Royal, diffufed 
its influence over the whole circumference 
of Paris, and produced frequent diforders. 
The King's foot guards themfelves, by their 
conftant intercourfe with the inhabitants of 
Paris and Verfailles, were infe&ed with 
the fpirit of the times, and had fhewn on 
fome occafions a mutinous difpofition, and 
on others had even joined in certain difor- 
derly fcenes in the ftreets and fquares ; fo 
that a government, with the pureft inten- 
tions,might have thought it expedient at this 
v 5 * time, 
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' time, tohen, independent of other caufes of 
tumult, there was a fcarcky of provifions, 
to order a confiderable reinforcement df 
troops towards the capital, with no other 
view than the maintenance of tranquility 
and the protection of the inhabitants. But 
this confideration did not prevent the arri- 
val of troops to the neighbourhood of 
Paris being imputed to fome fcheme of 
overawing the capital and difiblving the 
Afiembly ; and this was not the fufpidoi* 
of the factious only, but alfo of many well- 
meaning citizens of Paris. On aecount of 
the diforderly conduct of the French guards, 
they had been ordered to remain in their bar- 
racks ; in contempt of which many of them 
had publicly appeared in the Palais Royal, 
and had been entertained by the people there 
with wine and other refrefliments. For thii 
and other a&s of difobedience, eleven were 
confined in the prifon of the Abbayc until a 
court martial fhould be fummoned for their 

trial* 
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trial. On the evening of the 30th of June* ' 
a letter was thrown into the Cafe de Foyj 
the moft frequented in the Palais Royal; 
It was an • appeal from the prifoners to the 
patriot* in that cofFee-houfe from the cruelty 
and injuftice of their officers. The letter 
was read, ndt only to the company within 
but to the groups without the cofFee-houfe. 
The foldiers reprefented themfelves " as the 
vidtims of their patriotifmj that their real 
crime Was, their having refufed to fire on 
the people daring a late tumult j and that 
they were to be tranfported that very night 
to the infamous prifon of the Bketre, if 
they were not prote&ed by their fellow- citu 
zens* " Shall we allow thofe brave foldiers 
to be puniflied, becaufe they would not 
fhed the blood of the people?" cried an or*- 
tor mounted on a chair. " Let us go im- 
mediately to the Abbaye, and fet them at 
liberty." The cry d VAbbaye I d rAbbaytl 
was inftantly heard on all fides; and with* 
8 out 
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but farther proof of the fa&s alleged bf 
the prifoners, about two hundred mert 
ruftied out of the fquare of the Palais Royal. . 
The band augmented on the way, and con- 
fided of feveral thoufands by the time they 
reached the prifon. They immediately 
broke open the gates ; and as they were re- 
turning with the prifoners, a troop of dra- 
goons and another of huflars galloped up 
to them with fabres drawn. The people 
feized the reins of the horfes, and afked 
if they meant to flaughter their friends. 
Thofe on horfeback dire&ly fheathed their 
fwords, pulled off their helmets in proof of 
amity, and joined the crowd in the cry of 
Vive la Nation ! The prifon ers were then 
carried in triumph from the Abbaye, which 
is in the fuburbs of St. Germain, to the Pa- 
lais Royal on the other fide of the Seine, 
where they were received with acclamations 
of joy, treated with wine and provifion9 
from the ccfFce-houfesj and guarded during 

the 
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the night by a great number of armed citi- 
zens, who offered themfelves for this fer~ 
vice, on its being fuggefted that the prifon- 
ers might be feized in the night by the or- 
der of their commanding officer. 

It was next determined to fend a deputa- 
tion to the National Affembly in favour of 
the prifoners. Twenty of the moft a&ive 
of thofe who had effe&ed their deliverance 
were ckofen, and fet out diredtly for Vet- 
failles. On their arrival they went to the 
houfe of M. Bailly, and delivered to him 
a letter in the name of the public 9 requeft- 
ing the prote&ion of the National Affem- 
bly, for the foldiers, whom they denomU 
nated the vi&ims of their patriotifm. M. 
Bailly, having read this letter, faid that he 
did not think the Affembly could receive * 
this deputation, which, although they pre- 
tended to have been fent by the public, had 
in truth no public character. This affair, % 
however, produced a long debate, in vrhicH 
U it 
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it was obferved, that the Nobleffe m 
general were for the maintenance of dif? 
cipline ; the Clergy, without expreffing any 
indignation at the conduS of the prifo-i 
ners, abftained neverthelefs from any re- 
commendation in their favour; while the 
Deputies of the Tiers entirely favoured 
them, and were for recommending them to 
the King's goodnefs. The debate termi- 
nated in a refolution, that the Prefident 
fliould inform the deputation from Paris, 
that the Affembly would in an addrefs to 
the King beg of him a to employ, for the 
eftablifliment of public tranquillity, the in- 
fallible means of clemency." 

The deputation was fent accordingly. It 
.was compofed of Deputies from all the three 
orders. The Archbifhop of Paris being of 
the number, delivered the addrefs to the 
King, whofe anfwer imported that he ap- 
proved of what the Affembly had done, and 
that he would within a fhort time let the 

States- 
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$tates*(3ewef af know his final determination. 
As nobody had any doubt what his final 
determination would be, the anfwer would 
have given general fatisfadion, had hi* 
Majefty not ufed the term States-General ^ 
which difpleafed fome members. This 
term was fupprefled, however, in the ac- 
count piiblifhed of the proceedings by the* 
Affembly. 

In the mean time the eleven foldier* 
were lodged and feafted in the Hotel de 
Geneve contiguous to the Palais Royal, 
which, with other houfes near it, was illu* 
qninated during the night ; and in the day 
the prifoners were under the ncceflity of 
remaining conftantly at the windows in 
fight of the populace. 

The final anfwer of the King imported 
that the liberty of the foldiers would be the 
immediate confequence of the re-eftablifh- 
ment of public order. Nobody could be 
deceived by thefe formalities : it was evident 
U 2 that 
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that the King's authority was held as 
nothing, and that he had it not in his 
power either to punifh the foldiers, or thofe 
who had forced the prifon and fet them at 
liberty. On receiving this arifwer, however, 
thofe who had the foldiers Under their pro- 
tection were inftruded to condu& them to 
the Abbaye as prifoners ; which they did, 
under the full perfuafion that they were to 
be fet at liberty by an order from the King. 
If this article was not exprefcly ftipulated^ 
it is evident that it was fully underftood. 
For this reafon the praifes of the King's cle- 
mency, which were oftentatioufty poured 
forth in the Aflerobly on this occafion, were 
confidered as ironical and infulting, and 
perhaps haftened the rafh meafures which 
were fooh after adopted* 

Every intemperate and infolent expref- 
lion uttered by the Deputies in the Aflem- 
bly, and many which fell from them in pri- 
vate converfation, wete carefully repeated 
a to 
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to the King by thofe who wiflied to prompt 
Mm to fome more vigorous meafures than 
any he had hitherto adopted. 

None of the reports of this nature car- 
ried to Court was likely to make more im- 
preffion than what was reported of Mira- 
foeau — namely, that on a certain occafion, 
while he declared himfelf a friend to mo- 
narchy, he had added, that "it was of little 
importance whether they had Lewis XVI f 
or Lewis XVII. on the throne." There is 
the more reafon to believe that Mirabeau 
might have allowed this or fome expreflion 
to the fame tendency to have efcaped from 
him, as he had often declared that it was a 
fortunate circumftance for Great Britain, 
that fhe had deviated from the direct here- 
ditary fucceffion in the a& of fettlement of 
the crown; and whether this obfervation 
was made in confequence of a plan in fa- 
vour of the Duke of Orleans, or, whic;h is # 
giuch more probable, was merely the effect 

tjj, of 
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of a fpeculative opinion unconne&ed with 
any formed defign, the mention of fuch a 
thing, with the comments' which tfrould 
probably be made by thofe who repeated it, 
was likely to ftrike terror on the mind not 
only of the King, but of his brothers and 
other Princes of the Blood who detefted the 
Duke of Orleans*. 

The. ftjrong impreflioa made by thofe re* 
ports might contribute greatly to induce the 
King to adopt a more vigorous and de- 
cided plan of conduct than he had. hitherto 
done. 

To what extent this was meant to be 
carried cannot be known. That was pro- 
bably never fixed upon by the parties them* 

* There is no fufficient reafon to fiifpe&, that Mira- 
beau ever had formed a confpiracy for placing the Duke 
of Orleans on the throne : all the length he ever went 
was for having him created Lieutenant General of the 
kingdom ; and even that he foon abandoned, from the 
contempt he had for the chara&er of the Duke. 

felves, 
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themfelves, and would have depended on 
future incidents; but it was evident,.' from 
the great numbers of troops which by re- 
peated orders had been drawn nearer and 
Hearer the capital from the manner they 
were poftcd, and from the character of the 
Marfhal Broglio under whofe command 
they were put, that fome very important 
object was in view. It is not furprifing* 
therefore, that the popular Deputies were 
under apprehenfions both for the exiftence 
of the AfTembly and for their own peffonal 
liberty. 

The alarm was hourly augmenting, and 
the danger loudly announced by Mirabeau* 
in • a fpeech which he pronounced in the 
AfTembly on the 8th of July, from which 
what follows is an extract: " Deja un 
grand nombre de, troupes nous environ* 
noient, il en eft arrive d'avantage, il en ar- 
rive chaque jour ; elles accburent de toutes 
j>art$. Trente-cinq mille hommes font deji 
U 4 reparti* 
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repartis entre Paris et Verfailles. On en 
attend vingt millc. Des trains d'artilieric 
les fuivent j des points font defignes pour 
des batteries ; on s'affure de toutes Us com- 
munications ; on intercepte tous les paflages ; 
nos chemins, nos ponts, nos promenades, 
font changes en poftes militaires. Des evene- 
mens publics, des faits caches, des ordres fe- 
crets, des contre-ordres precipites, les pre- 
paratifs de la guerre, en un mot, frappent 
tous les yeux et rempliflent d'indignation 
tous les coeurs. 

" De quel ceil ce peuple, , affailli de tant 
de calamites, verra«t-il cette foule de foldats 
oififs venir lui difputer les redes de fa fub* 
fiftance ? Le contrafte de 1'abondance des 
uns (du pain aux yeux de celui qui a faim 
eft 1'abondance), le contrafte de l'abondance 
des uns et de Tindigence des autres, de la 
fecurite du foldat, a qui la manne tombe 
fans qu'il ait jamais befoin de penfer au len- 
demain, et des angoifles du peuple, qui n'ob- 

tient 
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dent rien qu'au prix des travaux penibles 

et des fueurs douloureufes ; ce contrafte 

eft fait pour porter le* defefpoir dans les 

eceurs* i" 

This 

* We were already furrounded by a great number 
of troops ; more were ordered ; more arrive .every day ; 
they hurry from all quarters. Thirty-five thoufand are 
ported between Paris and Verfailks j a reinforcement of 
twenty thoufand is expected; artillery follow, and the 
proper places f<?r erecting batteries are fixed upon 5 all 
pafles we feized ; our highways, our bridges, and our 
public walks, are changed into military polls. The 
events which are published, thofe which are endeavour- 
ed to be concealed, fecret orders, fudden counter orders ; 
in a word, all thofe warlike preparations ftrike every 
eye and fill every heart with indignation. 

How will a people, aflailed with fo many calamities, 
bear that a crowd of idle foldiers fhould come and 
difpute with them the remnant of their provisions? 
The contrail: between the luxury — (for bread is * 
luxury "in the eftimation of thofe who are hungry) — the 
contrail: between the luxury enjoyed by one and the 
indigence of the other ; the eafe of the foldiers, to whom 
manna falls without their needing to think of to-mor- 
row * 
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This was one of the mod eloquent 

fpeeches that Mirabeau ever pronounced, 

and made an irrefiftible impreffion on the 

Aflembly. He concluded by an obferva- 

tion which merits deep attention, €i Enfin, 

ont-ils prevu, les confeillers de ces mefures, 

ont-ils prevu les fuites qu'elles entrainent 

pour la fecurit£ meme du tr6ne? Ont-ils 

etudie dans Thiftoire de tous les peuples 

comment les revolutions ont commence, 

comment elles fe font operees ? Ont-ils ob- 

ferve par quel enchainfcment funefte de cir- 

conftances, les efprit6 les plus fages font jettes 

hors de toutes les limites de la moderation, 

et par quelle impulfion terrible, un peuple 

enivre fe precipite vers, des exces dont la 

premiere idee Teut fait fremir* ?" 

The 

row ; and the painful efforts of the people, ifrho obtain 
nothing but by hard labour and the fweat of their brows, 
fe fufficrent to make men defperate. 
•' * Have the counfellors of thefe meafures forefeen 
or eftimated what their conferences may be to the 

Crown 
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The cofrfequence was an addrefs from 
the Aflembly to the King, that he would 
order jhe troops which alarmed the citizens, 
and conftrained the debates of the Aflem- 
bly, to withdraw from the neighbourhood 
of Paris and Verfailles. The addrefs was 
drawn up by Mirabeau. What follows is 
a fhort fpecimen ; " Prets a refifter a tous 
Ies commandemens arbitrages de ceux qui 
abufent de votre nom, parce qu'ils font enne- 
mis des loix; notre fidelite meme nous or- 
donne cette refiftance ; et nous nous hono- 
jrerons toujours demeriter Jes reproches qug 
notre fermete nous attire. 

" Sire, nous vous en conjurons au nom 
de la patrie, au nom de votre bonheur, et 

Crown itfclf ? - Have they ftudieil in the hiftory of na~ 
tions, how revolutions hayc began, and how -they ope- 
rate ? Have they observed, by what mournful concate. 
nation of cireumftances, men of the greateft prudence are 
fometimes led beyond the bounds of moderation, and 
with what a terrible impulfe an intoxicated populace 
are hurried into expcfTe? , of which' the firft idea would 
h^ye (hocked them ? 
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de votre gloire ; renvoyez vos foldats wax 
poftes d'ou vos confeillers' les oat tires ; 
renvoyez cctte artillerie, deftinee a couvrir 
vos frontieres ; renvoyez furtout les troupes 
etrangeres, ces allies de la nation, que nous 
payons pour defendre et non pour troubler 
nos foyers. Votre Majefte n'en a pas be- 
foin : eh pourquoi un Moqarque, adore de 
vingt-cinq millions de Franfois, feroit-il 
accourir a grands frais autour du trone 
quelques milliers d'etrangers? Sire, au mi- 
lieu de vos enfans, foy$z garde par leur 
amour, Les Deputes de la Nation font ap- 
pends a confacrer'avec vous les droifs emi- 
nens de la royaute, fur la bafe imputable dq 
la liberte du peuple ; mais lorfqu'ils rem- 
pliflent leur devoir, lorfqu'ils cedent 3 leur 
raifon, a leurs fentimens, les expoferiez-vous 
au foupfon de n* avoir cede qu'a la crainter' 

&c* 

It 

* Determined to refift tf\c arbitrary orders of ihofe 
who abufe your name, becaufc they axe the enemies 

of 
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It Was known that an addrefs of this 
nature was to be moved, and feveraL mem- 
bers were prepared to oppofe it j but the 

of law, our fidelity to your Majefty exacts this refiftance, 
and we will always glory in deferving the reproaches 
which our firmnefs draws upon us. 

We conjure you, Sire, in the name of our native 
country, in the name of your own happinefs and glory* 
fend your foldiers to the" port's from which your cottn- 
fellors have 4rawa them ; fend back that artillery which 
was deftined to defend the frontiers ; above all, order back 
the foreign troops, thofe allies of the nation whom tt* 
pay that they may defend, not overawe, the inhabitants. 
Your Majefty has no need of fuch auxiliaries. Why 
Ihould a Monarch, adored by five-and-twenty millions 
<?f Frenchmen, furround his throne at a, great expencc 
with fome thoufand (hangers ? 

Sire, in the midft of your children, your beft guard is 
their affe£Hon. The Deputies of the Nation are called < 
to confecrate with you the eminent rights of royalty, 
on the immoveable bafis of public liberty ; but while 
they are fulfilling this duty, while they are obeying the 
di&ates of reafon and of affedtion, would you expofe 
them tp the fufpicion that they were determined by fear 
enly? &c. 

impreffioa , 
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impreflion which Mirabeau's fpeech made 
Was fo ftrong, that it was evident that all op- 
pofition would be vain; they alfo dreaded left 
their oppofition fliould be imputed to fear. 
It was obferved by the Abbe Sieyes, that 
it was a maxim in the province of Britanny, 
that no troops fhould be allowed to come 
nearer than ten leagues to the place in which 
the States-General were aflembled ; and it 
was propofed by another Deputy to impeach 
the advifers of this manoeuvre, of ordering 
the troops fo-near to the Aflembly, that the 
execration of their cotemporaries, added 
he, might anticipate that of pofterity. But, 
in the midft of all this warmth, M. Biauzat 
obferved, that it would be but decent to ex- 
punge one article from the addrefs propofed 
by Mirabeau, namely, that of eftablifhing a 
guard of citizens, becaufe it was too much 
to arm the people at the very time when they 
addreffed the King to difarm himfelf. This 
was thought reafonable, and M. Biauzat's 
6 motion 
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motion, was adopted. The addrefs was or- 
dered to be read a fecond time, becaufe the 
frequent and loud borfts of applaufe pre- 
vented it from being diftin&ly and connect- 
edly heard at the firft reading, A deputa- 
tion of 24 members, fix from the two firft 
orders, and twelve from the third, were ap- 
pointed to carry it to the King. Among 
the latter was Mirabeau himfelf, with one 
who has become moft notorious fince, and 
who, from the circumftance of being chofen 
for this deputation, it is probable, was in 
fome degree diftiriguifhed even at this period, 
namely Maximilien Roberfpierre. 

The addrefs being carried by the deputa- 
tion to the palace was read by M. Clermont- 
Tonnerre to the King, who in his anfwer 
declared, that the frequent difortfers in the 
capital were the fole reafon for his having 
called the troops around Paris, as it was an 
eflential part of his duty to , watch over the 

tran- 
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tranquillity of that city, to proted the 
citizens, and prevent new diforders;_that 
this meafure, fo far from putting any con- 
ftraint on the debates of the AfTembly, 
would free the members from all dread of 
tumults and diforders. Neverthelefs, if the 
prefence of the troops, fo neceffary in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, gave umbrage, he 
was willing at the requeft of the AfTembly 
to transfer the States-General to Noyon or 
Soiflbns; in which cafe he himfelf fhould 
repair to Compeign, that he might maintain 
the requifite intercourfe with the AfTembly." 
When the King's anfwer was read to 
the AfTembly, it was applauded by fome, 
and did not feem difpleafing to any. M, 
de Crillon faid, that as his Majefty had 
given his word, that he had no other view 
in ordering the troops to advance but the 
protection of his own perfon and of the 
capital, the AfTembly ought to reft fatisfied. 

We 
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We have done our duty to the nation, tie 
added, in requiring freedom to the Aflem- 
bly; we ought next to inanifeft our duty to 
the King, by fhewirig we hare confidence 
in his royal wbrd* 

This reafoning of M.. Crillon will not 
appear conclufive to all the world. None 
of the Deputies, however, feemed inclined 
to exprefs any want of confidence in the 
King's word until M. Mfrabeau obferved, 
that whatever reliance they might have on 
what the King had faid, they could have 
riOfie 6n Miniftefs, who were always ready 
to miflead his good, intentions ; that the 
not attending fufficiently to this diftin&ion 
had often made the affe&ionate confidence 
which Frenchmen placed in their .monarchs 
produce the effects of a vice rather than 
df a virtue, and had drawn the French na- 
tion, century after century, into much mi- 
fery ; but he hoped that their eyes would 
ritfliw be opened, unlefs they were refolved 
X to 
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to ad for ever the part of children, and con- 
tinue always mutinous and always: flavifh. 
He proceeded to (hew them that the King's 
anfwer was a complete refufal of their re- 
queft ; that they had not petitioned to have 
the Aflembly removed to any other place ; 
but that the troops (hould be ordered to re- 
move from the neighbourhood of Paris and 
Verfailles ; that if they were inclined to 
transfer their meetings elfe where, Noyon or 
Soiffons ought to be among the laft places in 
which theyfhould wifh to aflemble, becaufe 
there they would be between the troops 
which invefted Paris, and thofe which 
might be fuddenly drawn from Flanders and 
Alface. 

Although the Aflembly were ftruck with 
the force of Mirabeau's reafoning, he did 
not prevail on them to renew the petition ; 
aud their moderation in this inftance, which 
could only proceed from a fentiment of 
refpedt to the King, makes the violent mea- 

fures 
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lures that were immediately taken by the 
Adminiftration appear the more raih an4 
impolitic, 

^ Secret Councils were held within the 
palace. The principal officers of the troops 
attended the King's levee every morning. 
Couriers were obferved continually paffing 
from Verlailles to the different detachments 
pofted at St. Cloud and Seves, and not 
infrequently in N the middle of" the night. 
The King's life guards were in con ft ant' 
a£fcivity; thofe who were not on guard 
within the palace were patrolling around it 
on horfeback ; all the Swifs guards were kept 
on duty near it ; and cannon were placed 
facing the avenues. 

Thofe appearances were fufficient of them- 
felves to have roufed expectation in all, and 1 
to have created terror in fome who were in 
fituations to obferve them. Various re- 
ports of myfterious import were alfo in cir- 
culation, and dark menacing exprefliona 
X 2 were 
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wire whifpered as having fallen from per- 
fons fuppofed to be hi the fecrets of the 
Cabinet. A ftrong fufpicion exifted among 
the Deputies, that fome new plan was 
adopted ; what it precifely was they could 
not know, but they were pretty certain, 
that whatever danger there might be muft 
depend on the troops, and for that reafon 
the greateft pains had been taken by the 
leaders of the popular party in the Aflem- 
bly and their friends at Paris to gain them. 
They knew that they had already fucceeded 
in a confiderable degree with regard to the 
French foot guards ; and they ft'rove, with 
their affiftance and every other qi^ans in their 
power, to make the fame imprefiion on the 
other regiments as they arrived.. Parties of 
citizens of both fexes were chofen to mix 
with the foldiers,, and occafionally to treat 
them with wine. On the 10th of July, a 
fcene took place on the plain called the 
Elyfian Fields,, adjacent to the gardens of 

the 
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<3he Tmlcries, whldi, it is probable, ftruck 
the Court fo much as to accelerate the exe- 
cution of their plan. A confiderable number 
of cannoniers, of French guards, of dragoons of 
different regiments, were invited to an enter- 
tainment prepared in thefe fields at the ex- 
pence of feme citizens ©fParis,andin the fight 
of aa immenfe crowd of fpe&ators. The fol- 
diers were plentifully feafted, and a fufficient 
quantity of wine was ferved to increafe their 
gaiety, without rendering them diforderly. 
At eight in the evening the ferjeants and 
corporals came in fearch of the foldiers; 
they were invited to partake in the feaft, 
and to drink fuccefs to the Tiers-Etat j 
which they did, and Returned in high good 
humour to their barracks, finging the praifea 
of the citizens of Paris* 

The account of this fceae which was 

carried to Verfailks feeois not only to have 

filled the King's new counfellors with alarm, 

but alfo to have deprived them of commpn 

X3 prudence. 
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prudence. /With no certainty of the obedi- 
ence of the troops, with even confiderable 
reafon to doubt it, and an abfolute certainty 
of the feditious difpofition of the people, and 
of their enthufiaftic attachment to M. Necker f 
it was hardly to be conceived that the firft 
ftep the Council would take fhould be the 
difmiffionqf this favourite Minifter. On the 
I ith of July, however, he received an order 
to leave the kingdom in twenty-four hours, 
Without acquainting any individual even of 
-his own family with the order he had ire* 
ceived* he let out the fame evening ; and it 
was not publicly known at Verfailles tiil 
the following day, when a new Adminiftra- 
'tion was announced, at the head of which 
-were the Marfhal Broglio and M* de 
Breteuil. 

Although nothijig could have been lefs 

expected than the difmiffion of M. Necker 

gt this particular time, yet nothing was 

more probable than the genferal alarm aqd 

4 indig- 
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indignation which it produced. Paris was 
filled with confternation ; the (hops and 
theatres were immediately ftiut ; the people 
crowded the ftreets and fquares-j to iocreafe 
the emotion and confufion, the buds of M. 
Necker &nd of the Duke of Orleans, who 
was reported to have alfo been ordered into 
exile, were paraded through the ftreets co- 
hered with crape in .mournful , proceflion. 
A party of dragoons were foolifhly ordered 
to attack the attending multitude, and break 
the bufts. The Prince de Lambefc was at 
the head of a body of cavalry on the Place 
of Lewis XV. ^ Some ftones were thrown ; 
the cavalry made a charge on the crowd, 
and the Prince was faid to have wounded 
with his fabre an old man in the Tuileries. 
The affrighted populace ruflicd from the 
garden into the ftreets, crying To agms ! the 
alarm bells were founded j the armourers* 
fhops were broken open ; every one armed 
himfelf as he could j many of the French 
X 4 guards 
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guards left their barracks to join the people j 
the cavalry that had been aflembled to 
overawe them durft not appear ; bodies of 
armed men patrolled the ftreets during the 
whole of this night of alarm, for the protec- 
tion of the citizens. Some ruffians, how- 
ever, under the fame pretence committed 
a£ts of robbery and pillage ; but not a twen- 
tieth part of the exceffes took place that 
might have been expeded at a time of fuch 
univerfal confternation. 

On the fpllowing day it was propofed, 
that a regular bpdy of, militia fhould be inv 
mediately formed, as the beft means of pre- 
venting a general pillage. This meafurg 
being approved, the execution was render- 
ed eafy J>y Paris having been divided into 
(liftrids, cm Recount of tjie late eledion of 
Peputfes for the States-General. Thofe 
eledtors aflembled at their refpe&ive fec- 
tions, clafled the citizens, appointed com- 
paanders to each divifjon, mod of (hem 

officers 
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officers retired from the fervice, and a body 
of 48,000 men was formed that very day, 
which entirely relieved the inhabitants from 
the fear of pillage in the enfuing night, and 
greatly diminifhed their apprehenfions from 
the regular troops which furrounded them*, 
A deputation from the committee aflem- 
bled in the Hotel de Ville was fent to the 
National Affembly at Verfailles, acquainting 
them with the meafures they had taken for 
jreftoring the public tranquillity. The Af- 

* This circumftance of the capital having been di- 
vided into diftri&s, and the eleftors in each afcertained, 
had more influence on the revolution than is generally 
imagined ; for, when any danger was dreaded, the elec- 
tors were ordered to aflemble at their refpe£tive diftri£ls, 
who had all an intercourfe with each other ; an army 
was inftantly formed, and in fome meafure, according 
to their phrafe, organized. Whatever benefit may have 
arifen from this on the prefent occafion, it certainly had 
one baneful efFed, namely, that of giving the depart- 
ment of Paris a contyroul over all the other depart- 
ments. 

§ fembly 
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tfembly petitioned the King with more ear- 
neftnefs than ever to order the troops to be 
withdrawn, dating their prefence as the 
caufe of all the infurre&ions. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

.Reflections on the Influence of public Opinion-^ 
on Government — Kings Anfwer to the Af- 
femblfs Addrefs occajhns ill Humour-— 
Formation of an armed Force by the Inha- 
bit ants, of Paris — 30,000 Mufktts found f at 
thelnvalides — BajliUe attacked and taken— 
Murder ofM. de Launay and others — De- 
putations from the AJfembly to the King- 
Scene at the Orangerie — Speech of Mira- 
faau—7'he King changes his Meafuru — 
comes to the National AJfembly — A Depu- 
tation fent to Paris — Rejoicings — The King 
viflts Paris — RefleSIions. 

IT is highly probable from the character 
of Lewis XVI. that he was inclined to 
the fuppreflion of many abufes of the an- 
cient government, ^ncl fincerely wiflied the 

bappinjefs 
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happineft of his fubje&s, even at the expence 
of a diminution of his own authority ; 
but it was difficult to perfiiade the nation, 
that fuch were his wifhes and intentions 
from the moment that it was believed he 
had been prevailed on to employ military 
force. Thofe who perfuaded him to have 
recourfe to fuch an expedient a&ed not 
only contrary to juftice and prudence, but 
*lfo contrary to the nature and difpofition 
of the Prince they pretended to ferve j for the 
mod ignorant of them muft have known, 
that in the adual ftate of France it was im» 
poflible to controul the National Affembly f 
to diflblve them, and to re-eftablifh the 
ancient government by force, without fo 
much bloodfhed as he would have thought 
infinitely too dear a purchafe for the obje&s 
to be obtained. In prevailing on the too 
cafy tempered Monarch to adopt this mea- 
fure, therefore, it is pliin, that like the 
generality of thofe who afFeft to be in a 

peculiar 
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peculiar manner the friends of Kings, 
their own places and penfions, and offices 
which they faw in danger, were all they 
were anxious to preferve, and for which 
they were willing to rifk all the horror* 
of war, and to facrifice the glory, happi- 
nefs, and even the life of the Princ? to 
whom they profefled fuch wonderful at* 
tachment. 

Indeed it was evident, that the public 
opinion on the fubje£t of government was 
fo univerfally changed, and the mind* of 
the people fo heated with the idea of free- 
dom, that double the military force that 
was fufficient to maintain the ancient go- 
vernment could not re-eftablifh the fame 
fyftem, nor fuftain it for any length of 
time in France, even if it could have been 
rc-eftablifhed. It is not poffible for a go- 
vernment to fubfift long in any country 
where knowledge isj pretty generally difFu£> 
•d, againft the decided opinion and wUhes 

of 
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of a great majority of the inhabitants ; and 
a great majority of fuch inhabitants are 
feldom or never brought to be decidedly 
againft their government unlefs it is oppref- 
five* For, although it occafionally hap- 
pens that ignorant men, and thofe who are 
needy from idlenefs, may be induced by the 
ambitious and defigning to make a clamour 
againft oppreflions which they never felt* 
and for rights which they do not value, it 
is fortunate for the peace of fociety, that 
unfounded clamours of this kind oftener end 

. in the difgrace or deftrudtion of thofe who 
make them, than of the government againft 
which they are made : but when grievances 
are felt by the moil induftrious, and acknow- 
ledged by a great majority of the moft in- 
telligent to proceed from the vices of the 
government, that government cannot exift 
long in the prefent ftate of >men*s minds all 

-W .Europe. -V 

In Turkey* indeed, a Very fmall military 

efta- 
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eftablifhment in proportion to the popula- 
tion of the country is adequate to the pur- 
pofes of government, and to keep the people 
in flavery ; becaufe they have no idea of any 
other kind of government but a defpotic one. 
They are taught to believe, and in general 
they do believe, that it is the will of Heaven 
that the descendants or fuccefTors of Ma- 
homet fhould reign with uncontrouled fway 
over them ; that it is their duty to fubmit 
to his orders as to the decrees of Providence, 
however unaccountable or fevere they may 
be ; that refiftance would be impious and 
fruitlefs in both cafes, as in the one they 
would have the hoft of Heaven againft them, 
and in the other not only that, but alfo the 
JaniflTaries of the Sultan. 

The fame opinidn prevail?, and of coqrfe. 
the fame defpotifm exifts, all over Afia aijd 
Africa. The time was, when the right di- 
vine of Kings to govern wrong, the abfurd 
and impious dodtiine, that, the crown is 

held 
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held f>y divine, hereditary, and indefeafibfc 
right, was taught With fuccefs in Europe* 
That do&rine wa* exploded m England; 
and the confcqu ence was the admirable con- 
ftitution eftabliihed in the year 1 688, which 
every Briton has fa much reafoii td bltefs 
and maintain. 

The immenfe armies which a jealoufy of 
the neighbouring powers renders neeeflaiy 
to be cohftantly kept up by fortie nations of 
Europe, are not the xmly eaufe of the arbi- 
trary mtutt of their governments* The 
peafants and & very Jarg^ proportion of the 
other inhabitants of Ruflia and a great part 
of Germany never knew freedom, have no 
ideas on government* and are rather pleafed 
with the fupreme and unlimited power of 
their Sovereign, becaufe it is from that alone 
they expeS relief from the more intolerable^ 
oppreffion of their immediate lords* But 
give the majority of the inhabitants of 
Ruffia and' Germany the fame opinions 

that 
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that prevail in Great Britain ; and an anni- 
hilation of the oppreffion of the Lords, With 
a limitation of the, Sovereign's power, 
would follow in fpite^of the efforts, but 
more probably with the concurr ence* of the 
armies. 

Ignorance and impofture have been the 
chief and lading fupports of every defpotic 
government. When ignorance is removed 
from any country, impofture and abufes 
muft fly alfo ; and although ftanding armies 
may continue to be the defenders, they tfrill 
refufe to be the enflavers of their country*. 

However 

* This is believed and dreaded by many whofe im- 
portance and wealth arife from the opprefliVe privileges 
granted in the days of ignorance, and by thofe who fat- 
ten on abufes and in the enjoyment of finecure offices. 
They wifh every abufe to remain facred and untouched, 
2nd fear nothing fo much as the diffufion of knowledge. 
They confer the exercife of reafon as a curfe to the 
lower claffes of fociety, affert that ignorance is the 
greateft bleffing that can befal them, and execrate phi* 
. ;>. » Y lofophy 
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However extraordinary it may appear, 
many circumftances evince, that, at the time 
when M. Necker was difmifled, the Court 
of Verfailles had no idea of the Very critical 
ftate in which things were. The night of 
the 1 2th, which had fprcad fuch general ter- 
ror at Paris, was fpent by the courtiers at 
Verfailles in dancing and revelry. The 
King's anfwer to this new addrefs from the 

lofophy and philofophers as the difturbers of the peace 
of mankind. In fupport of thefe affections, they quote 
the crimes of thofe monfters of wickednefs who have 
difgraced the French Revolution and the caufc of Free- 
dom. The queftion fimply is, Whether it be expedient 
or not that rational creatures fliould improve and exer- 
cife their reafon? {f that is anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, it is to no purpofe to fay that fome men ufe their 
reafoning powers to ill purpofes : by the fame train of 
reafoning they might endeavour to prove, that lamps 
and candles, and all the inventions by which men have 
contrived to obtain light and diffipate darknefs, are per- 
nicious to fociety, becaufe houfe-breakejs and murderers 
make ufe of dark lanterns* 

National 
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National Affembly fufficiendy fliewed the 
fmall impreffion it had made. It imported, 
cc that he was the proper judge how to 
employ his troops, and where to place them; 
that, although fome cities could maintain 
tranquillity within their walls by their own 
municipal force,, the immenfe population of 
Paris rendered it impra&icable there." 

The Affembly were at no pains to con- 
ceal their ill humour at this anfwer. They 
decreed, that M. Necker, and the other Mi- 
nifters who had. been difmiffed, retained the 
efteem and confidence of the Affembly j 
that they confidered the new Minifters as 
refpdnfible for" the difafters that might at* 
tend the prefent meafures, particularly that 
of advifing the King not to fend the troops 
away from Paris and Verfaiiles, which the 
Affembly , perfifted in requefting ; finally, 
they put the public debt under the fafe- 
guard of the national honour, and ordered 
ttifcfe'refoiutions to be prefented to tie King 
Y 2 by 
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by the Prefident, and with theit former de- 
crees to be printed, for the information of 
the public. The Affembly continued fit- 
ting all the night. 

The accounts of the King's anfwer, and 
the fubfequent decrees and conduct of the 
Affembly, arrived at Paris on the morning 
of the 13th, when the inhabitants hadjuft 
learned, that the regiments encamped in the 
Elyfian Fields had moved from thence, 
without the motive of their removal or the 
place to which they had gone being known* 
The moft difmal apprehensions of an im- 
pending attack were conceived ; rage and 
indignation augmented; the committee of 
cledtors in the Hotel de, Viile redoubled 
tjieir zeal for enrolling men and forming 
Hew batallions ; what mufkets could be 
found were diftributed among thofe who 
had been firft regimented ; all the workmen 
were employed in making pikes and fuch 
arms as could be fooneft formed, and were 
3 moft 
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moft fuitable to undifciplined troops ; the 
ftreets in fome parts were unpaved in expec- 
tation of a bombardment ; the women car- 
ried quantities of (tones to the upper ftories, 
with the defign of throwing them on the 
enemy as they marched through the ftreet 
beneath j and the cries of vigilance and alarm 
refounded at intervals all the night in every 
quarter of the town, which Was partially 
and dimly illuminated, fo as to render the 
general gloom more ftriking. 

The fteadinefs and addrefs fhewn in fo 
fuddenly forming into fome degree of regu- 
larity and fubordination fo large a body of 
metf, in a capital fo licentious as Paris, and 
this by no eftabliflied authority, but entirely 
by a committee chofen by the ele&ors, 
forms a ftrong contraft with the negligence 
and want of forefight of the Cabinet at 
Verfailles. After the bold meafures of dif- 
miffing a moft popular minifter, forming a 
new adminiftration of men difliked by the 
Y $ people, 
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people, and rejecting the earned and repeat- 
ed petition of the National AffemMy, it 
was naturally to be expe&ed that fome 
means would have been ufed to prevent in- 
furreftions in the capital, where there was 
fo much reafon to think they would take 
place, and to fupprefs or render them abor- 
tive in cafe they fliould. It was natural to 
expeft, that the Baftile would have been 
provided and ftrengthened, and that a place 
of fo much importance as the Hbfpital of 
Invalides would have been fecured by a large 
detachment from the troops cantoned around 
Paris. None of thefe obvious meafures 
were thought of. 

On the 14th the Hofpital of Invalides 
was, forced, and 30,000 muikets found, 
which, with a variety of weapons difcover- 
ed the fame day at the Garde- Meuble, were 
diftributed among the people, who being 
elevated by this fuccefs, hurried in crowds 
from the Invalides to the Baftile, in the 

refolution 
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refolution to aflault and deftroy that de- 
tefted fortrefs. Some fquadrons of dra- 
goons had been obferved that morning near 
the entrance of the fubiirbs of St. Antoine; 
and it was noticed at the fame time that, 
contrary to cuftom, the cannon of the Baf- 
tile were pointed towards the principal 
ftreet of the fame quarter. A meflage had 
been fent by the committee at the Town- 
houfe to M. de Launay, the Governor, to 
remonftrate with him on this menacing ap- 
pearance. It was while this was in agita- 
tion, that the Hofpital of Invalides had been 
forced, and the arms feized, which had de- 
termined the people to exafik that the Baftile 
ftiould be delivered up to them alfo. That 
fortrefs was foon blockaded by the multi- 
tude : a deputation was fent from one dif- 
tri£t of Paris to make propofals to the Go- 
vernor ; the Deputy was attended by a pro-; 
mifcuous crowd, which, while he was con- 
ducted to the Governor, were left in an 
Y 4 outer 
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outer court. This parley having proved 
ineffedu&l, the Deputy retired ; but at the 
fame moment fome of thofe in the outer 
court having advanced beyond the preT 
fcribed limits, and ftill continuing to ad-* 
vance, were checked by ^ fire frpm the gar- 
rifon, which killed and wounded feveral, 

It is probable that this happened through 
xniftake on the one fide or the other ; but, if 
there was defign, it feems raoft likely that 
it was on the part of the people, in at* 
tempting to furprife the garrifon. The; 
ftory which was fpread, and generally be- 
lieved at the time, of the Governor's having 
allured them within the cqurt, with a de- 
fign to mafl^cre them, is improbable and 
almoft abfurd,. He muft have perceived, 
that fuch an open piece of treachery would 
end in his own deftru&ion ; he muft have 
known that at all events he would be obli- 
ged to furrender foon ; for, independent of 
jniMiy other neceflaries, he w^s in w^nt of 

provifions j 
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provifioos ; and after fiich perfidious con- 
dud, nothing could have faved him from the 
rage of the people. Whatever occafioned 
the firft firing of the garrifon upon the 
people, its immediate effe£fc was to fwell 
their rage into madnefs. Propofals of capi- 
tulation and indications of a difpofition to 
furrender were no longer regarded. The 
fprtrefs r was aflaulted with impetuofity, and 
defended feebly. However zealous the Go- 
vernor may have been, he could npt infpire 
the garrifon with the fame ardour. After 
many proofs of the moft daring intrepidity 
fry thofe who headed the aflault, the fortreft 
was carried. Thofe who had the merit of 
the exploit fayed M. de Launay from being 
immediately torn in pieces by the multitude 
Vrhich poured in from all quarters, and con- 
duced him with difficulty and danger to 
the Hotel de Ville, but were unable to pre- 
vent his being mafTacred by the cowardly 
rabble which furrounded it, and who had 

no 
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no part in the taking of the Baftile. M. de 
Lofme, his Major, a perfon diftinguUhed 
for his humanity to the prifoners, was at 
the fame time a vi&im to the undiftinguifh- 
ing fury of thofe wretches* Their thirft 
of blood was fo great, that although the 
Marquis de Pilleport, who had been con- 
fined five years in the Baftile, rufhed among 
them and proclaimed the humanity of M. 
de Lofme to himfelf and other prifoners, he 
was not liftened to, but infulted, wounded, 
and efcaped not without difficulty, with his 
life. M. de Fleflelles, the Prevot des Mar- 
chands, of a character lefs popular, but who 
feems to have been guilty of nothing which 
candour could have thought a proof of 
guilt, incurred the fame fate, and the heads 
of all three being fixed upon pikes were 
carried in triumph through the ftreets. 

To this fhccking pra&ice, begun in a 
moment of phrenfy, is owing perhaps that 
tafte for bloody exhibitions, which the 

Parifian 
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ParHian populace are accufed of poflefliog 
to fuch a degree. Evep if the d&th of the 
perfons were juft, to gratify the multitude 
with the fpedacle of carrying their heada 
on pikes is mod injudicious ; for it perverts 
the public mind, and has a tendency to create 
a tafte for cruelty where it does not cxift, and 
to cultivate and cherifh it where it does ? 

Rumours of the enemy's approach be* 
came more frequent as the night advanced, 
9nd towards midnight it was aflerted that . 
they were juft at hand. This induced a 
numerous body of the inhabitants to drag 
fome cannpn to the barrier cTEnferi for as 
in the opinion of the multitude the enemy's 
great auxiliary lay in that quarter, it was 
universally agreed the attack would be made 
from thence. When the citizens arrived 
with their cannon, however, it was fo dark 
that no enemy could be feen j and they 
made fuch a noife and clamour, that he 

could 
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could not have been heard, however near 
he might hare been. To make fure in all 
events, however, they difcharged their artil- 
lery and mufkets, and then returned in 
triumph with the comfortable news to their 
fellow citizens, that the aflTailants were en- 
tirely defeated and difperfed. 

That there was no account of the lofs on 
the part of the enemy in this engagement 
is not wonderful ; but, confidering the dark* 
nefs of the night, with the confufion and 
inexperience of the Parifian army, it is a 
little furprifing that no mention was made 
of any killed or wounded among them by 
their own fire in this a&ion. 

The National Aflembly continued fitting 
from the 13th to the 15th. They had fent 
two new deputations to the King, on the ©Id 
fubjedt of ordering the forces to be remov- 
ed. To the firft the King anfwered, that 
he was doing all in his power for the re-efta- 

blifhment 
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btifhment of public tranquillity, and with 
that view had ordered certain general offi- 
cers to put themfelves at the head of the 
citizens who had taken arms at Paris, 

This was thought evafive and unfatisfac- 
tory. A new deputation, at the head of 
which was the Archbiftiop of Paris, was al- 
moft inftantly lent With the faraq requeft, 
founded on the confufions and alarms in 
the capital. To this the King replied, 
c * You tear my heart more and more by the 
recital of the fcenes at Paris. It is irapof- 
fible that the orders I have given the troops 
can be the caufe. I have no alteration to 
make to the anfwer I fo lately gave you.** 

If the imprudence of thpfe who directed 
t;he councils of Lewis XVI. was evident at 
the time when the States-General firft.aG- 
fembled, as was attempted to be fhewn, it 
mud be admitted that his new counsellors 
feem in the prefent instance to have im- 
proved upon the imprudence, of the old. 

After 
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After it had been found impoflible to re- 
fill the aflemWing of the States-General ; 
after a double reprefentation had been 
granted to the Tiers-Etat ; after the voting 
by orders had been reje£ted, and the three 
orders had been melted down into one Na- 
tional Affembly; after a numerous body of 
men had been formed into regiments and 
occupied the capital ; and after the troops of 
the line had betrayed fymptoms of defec- 
tion j — to advife the King to give fuch an 
anfwerwas fooliflx in the extreme, and expof- 
ing his authority to contempt and derifion. 

It was no doubt expe&ed by thofe who 
had prevailed on the King to give this an- 
fiver, that the army was ready to obey what- 
ever orders they fhould receive from the 
Duke of Broglio and the other officers at- 
tached to the Court ; but to what extreme 
negled muft it have been owing, that a cir- 
cumftance of this importance was not afcer- 
tained before the King was advifed to aft 

and 
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and fpeak in this manner; and if the army 
had been ready to obey, when the citizens 
were prepared to refift,what fcenes of blood- 
ftted and daughter muft have been the con- 
fequence ! — Scenes fo revolting to the dif- ' 
pofition of Lewis XVI. that he could not 
have perfevered in countenancing them, 
even although he had thought them the 
only means of fecuring his crown* 

Thofe therefpre who are of opinion that 
fuch counfel would have been politic and 
wife to a prince of a different character, 
will ftill think it was injudicioufly given to * 
one who, although he might be prevailed 
on to adopt it through perfuafion, was fure 
to relinquifh it from principle and feeling, 
before it could produce the defired efFedt. 

On the morning of the 15th it w<w de* 
creed that another deputation fhould be fent- 
to the King, with a remonftrance conceived 
fo ftrqnger terms than ariy of the preceding, 
The following fentiment was much applaud* 
; i: ed; 
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ed * The French adore their King> but they 
are no longer inclined to be under the necejjity 
of fearing hinu 

An incidgit of the preceding day tact 
given much offence* Among the troops 
cantoned in Verfailles, a regiment of Gei^ 
man buffers were encamped in the Orange- 
rie of the Palace. The Queen, M. d'Artois, 
Madame de Polignac, and other perfons of 
both fexes belonging to the court, bad 
thought proper to walk into the Orangerie 
at this time, and were no doubt received by 
the troops with every demonftration of joy. 
Thefe circumftances Mirabeau thought 
were of fufficient importance to be commu- 
nicated to the King by the deputation. With 
all the exaggerations of eloquence, he de- 
fired them to inform his Majefty, '" Que 
les hordes etrangeres dont nous fommes in- » 
veftis' out re<ju hier la vifite des princes, 
des princefles, des favoris, des favorites, et 
leurs carefles, et leurs exhortations, et leurs 

prefens. 
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prefens. Dites-lui, que toute- la nuit 1*4 
fatellites etrangers, gorges d'or et de via* Cint 
predit dans leurs chants impies raffervifle* 
ment de la France, et que ledfe vceux bru- 
taux invoquoient la deftru&ion de rAflem- 
bteeNationale. Dites-lui, que, dans fon palais 
meme, les courtifans ont mele leur danfcs 
au fon de cette mufique barbare, et que telli 
fut Tavant icene de la St. Barthelemy*." 

As this deputation were about to go out 
of the hall, they were prevented by the en- 

+ Thq bands of foreign tropps by which we are fur- 
rounded were vifited yefterday by the princes, the prin- 
tefles, the favourites male and female of the Court, 
and were careffed by them, received prefents from them, 
and werp exhorted by them to perfeverance. Tell the 
King, that thoje favoured mercenaries, inflamed with 
*W, predicted in their impious fongs the fubjugation 
tf France, and with brutal fury invoked the deftru&idn 
of the National Affcmbly. Tell him, that even in his 
palace the courtiers danced to thkt barbarous raufi*; 
*ad remind him that fcenes of tW lame nature were the 
harbingers of St. Bartholomew. 

Z trance 
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trancfe of the Duke of Liancourt* Tfeat 
nc&leman had in the middle of the precede 
Ing taight obtained an audience of his Ma- 
jefty, and made fuch a reprefentation of the 
ftate ofParis^tnd the dangers with which the 
Hoyaf Family were threatened if a' change 
of meafures was not immediately adopted, 
•^determined the King to order the troops 
to *be withdrawn ; and the Duke at the fame 
tuber announced his Majefty's gracious in- 
dention of coming in perfonto the Aflem- 
bly to give them this aflfuranee. 

The immediate effect of this news was a 
&optofjoy. This natural demonftratipa 
of grateful /etifibility was checked by one 
"Deputy, whofe condu&,it ht probable^ -Was 
more under the influence of V cool h&ad 
than a warm heart. He. b^ferved "that 
<4 fucjh denapnftrations of fatisfa£Ufca formed 
. a revoking oorttraft with the calamities 
whirh the- people!* had already utad^rgoAe ; 
that to receive thtf King with fevdee and 

lenous 
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lcrious refpeft wis more fuitable to the fid 
pofture of afiairs j that the filence of the 
People often proved an ufeful leffon to 
Kings/' 

The difcourfe of this philofopher pro- 
duced a temporary fuppreffton of feeling 
and an affe&atioa of formality. The King 
fcas received with the moft profound fitence, 
although the Deputies muft have been ftruck 
at feeing him appear in a ftyle fo different 
from that in which they had been accuftomed 
to view him, without pomp, almoft without 
attendants, and in the plaineft dreft. Stand- 
ing and uncovered, he addrefTed them in 
the moft conciliatory terms* profefling his • 
forrow for the difordcrs at Paris, his regard 
for the Aflembly, and afluring them that the 
reports of any defign on their perfonal li- 
berty were calumnious. He ended by de- 
claring that he had ordered the troops to re- 
move from the neighbourhood^ the capital. 
This difcourfe waSjnot heard to an end 
Z 2 ' > without 
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without interruption. The emotion it 
produced was too powerful for the ftera 
maxims above mentioned. Feeling over- 
came philofophy, and the hall refounded 
with fhouts of applaufe. 

When the King withdrew^!! theDeputies 
(for this Affembly was not compofcd of 
fueh callous materials as the fucceeding ones) 
—all the^Dteputies followed, and forming a 
refpe&ful ring around his pcrfon attended 
him to the palace, in the balcony of which 
the Queen appeared with the Dauphin it* 
jicr arms, whom flie prefented to the ap~ 
plauding multitude. An account of this 
agreeable alteration of affairs was fent to 
Paris, The Committee of Ele&qrs were 
permanently fittiog in the Town-hall, form- 
ing the different corps of militia,and naming 
the officers. Having armed them in the 
beft manner the prefent circumftances'would 
permit, they gave them the name of National 
Guards, and appointed JM* *Je JaTayettp r 
6 their 
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their commander. M. Bailly was at the 
fame time chofen Mayor of Paris, under 
which appellation he exercifed the fame 
functions that were formerly exercifed under 
the title of Prev6t des Marchands, which 
was abolifhed. 

Adeputation of eighty-four of the moft 
dlftinguifhed members of the National A£» 
fembly followed the accounts of the late 
events at VerfaiMes to the metropolis. This 
deputation was met by the whole of the 
Parilian militia. The Deputies, having 
come out of their carriages at the Barriere, 
were conduded to the Hotel de Ville, 
amidft the acclamations of the citizens of 
both fexes, who, in the ftreets, from the 
windows and the tops of houfes, hailed 
them as the favioiirs of their country. 

The Dukes of Rochefoucault and Lian<- 
court, M. Ctcrmonfc-Tonnerre, Lally-To- 
lendal, $nd others, the mod eminent mem- 
bers of this deputation, addrefled the Conv 
Z 3 roittec 
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mittee in the Hotel de Villc in particular 
difcourfes, the tendency of which was tQ 
conciliate the minds of the citizens to thq 
King, to place his late conduct in the leaft 
unfavourable point of view, arid to allure 
them that his wifhes were for the happineft 
of the people, " Your good King/' faid M. 
de Lally, (C h*is been deluded by calumny j 
fufpicions were inftilled into his mind of 
that nation which he has the honour an4 
happinefs of governing : hut wc have un- 
veiled the truth before his eyes j he is fenr 
fible of havingbeen deceived j he has thrown 
himfelf into the arms of your National Afr 
fembly $ he puts his truft in them, or rathe* 
in you, and will henceforth be guided by 
their counfcls, that is, by yours. 

From the Hotgl de Ville the Deputies 
were condu&ed to the church of Ndtre- 
Dame, where Te Deum was performed, in 
gratitude to the Supreme Being for the 
happy agreement between the JQng and th$ 

Rational 



{- 343 ) 

National Reprefentatives, and for the public 
prpfperity which was «xpe&ed to be the 
confequence. 

The manifeftations of joy were fo uni- 
verfal, and their expreffions of attachment 
to the King fo warm^ that a ftranger who 
had entered Paris at that time would have 
thoughjt it the moft loyal town in Europe. 
J?ot the eagernefc with which the populace 
of all countries feize every event which for-, 
tuitoufly occurs, or is defignedly held forth, 
{o them, as a caufe of rejoicing, is often mis- 
taken for a proof of their genuine fatisfa&ioa 
in that event. It fhould be remembered, 
jiowever^ that the multitude love nojife and 
riot and acclamation and illumination* inde-. 
pendent of any fatisfadion in the event*; Q£ 
any love or regard for the General or Adr> 
nxiral, or popular Leader or Monarchy who- 
ferves a$& pretext for their indulging their 
feypurite pMIion. .Thi^ feems to be corq,- 
»oi»tQitfee populace. qfaU countries: wh# 
% 4 diftin* 
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dlftinguiflies that of France is the wonderfbl 
rapidity with which they fly from the ex- 
tremes of love to thofe of hatred* and from 
admiration to contempt, which makes them 
cry Vive le Roi! one day, with the fame fince- 
rity that they cry Vive Petion ! another; and 
they accompany Egalit6 to the fcaffold with 
as much exultation as they had before {hewn 
in parading the bulls of Orleans thnJugh 
the ftreets. 

There is «very reafon to believe, that 
MM, Cazales, Mounier, Malouet, as well as 
the members of this deputation before men- 
tioned) and others, had no other view in a£- 
fitting in the Revolution than that of efta* 
blifhing monarchy on the bafis of freedom, 
as the happieft government for their coun- 
try. Suph men of courfe muft have felt fa- 
tisfaftion in obferving the indications of 
returning royalty in the people j but there 
txifted in the Affembly and in the Moni- 
^ipality pf Paris men, ?t thh time of ua 

|K>te, 
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note, but who afterwards aded important 
parts, who viewed with an evil eye every 
indication of the nature above alluded to $ 
becaufe they feared that a return of confix 
dence in the King would tend to the dimi* 
feifhing, perhaps the annihilation, of their 
owi> riling importance. The immenfe in* 
fluence of the capital with, the Aflcmbly 
probably firft became apparent to them at 
this time, and was the ground work of the 
ftru&ure of ambition they afterwards built, 
Thofe men, therefore, were a£kive in fowing 
new feeds of fufpicion in the minds of the 
people; they whifpered that,notwithftanding 
the King's fair profefSons, frefli "troops were 
on their march to Paris ; and they trumped 
up a dory, that an attempt had been made 
* to feize again upon the Baftile for the ufe of 
the King. They employed agents to excite 
the people to clamour for the recall of M. 
Necker, and fucceeded fo effe&ually that a 
deputation was fent on the j 6th of July from 

Paris 
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Paris to Verfailles, the object of which was, 
that the A&mHy ihquld infift on the dik 
miffion of the prefent Minifters and thg 
recall of M. Necker. 

A motion was made accordingly to that 
effect Jn the debate which this occafioncd, 
1VL Mounicr gave it as his opinion, that th? 
ISIational/Vflembly ought not to interfere in 
filch appointments of the executive power, 
and prpduced the example, of the Parliament, 
of, Great Britain, which he affibrted had 
never interfered in the choice of the King's 
Minifters without the jnoft ruinous confe? 
^uencest \ 

. TThe reply which Mirabeau made to this 
argument is fo remarkable, that I fh&ll in- 
fert the following extrad from his fpeech ; 
" S'il eft ijne maxime iuvpie et deteftable, 
ce feroit cglle qui interdiroit a l'Aifcmblee 
Nationale de declarer aij Monarque >que fqg 
peuple nV point de qonfiance dans fes M^ir 
niftres. Cette opinion attacjue Ma fpis et 

U 
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la nature des chofes, et les droits effentiefc 
du Peuple, et la lgi de h refponfabilite de$ 
Miniftres. 

4< Eh! comment nous refuferiez^-vous cc 
fimple droit de declaration, vous qui nous 
accordez celui de les accufer, de les pour- 
fuivre, et de creer le tribunal qui devra 
punir ces artifans d'iniquites, dont, par une 
contradidion palpable, vous nous propofez 
de cantempler les ceuvres dans un refpec- 
tueux filence? Isfe voyez-vous done pas 
.combien je fais aux Miniftres un meilleur 
fort que vous, combien je fuis plus modere? 
Vous n'admette? aucun intervalle entre un 
morne filence et une denonciation fangui- 
naire. Se taire ou punir, obeir ou frapper, 
yoila votre fyfteme i Et moi, j'avertis avant 
de denoncer; je recujfe avant de fletrir; 
j'offre une retraite a ritjeonfideration ou a 
Pincapacite avant de les traiter de crimes. 
Qui de nous a plus de mefure et d'equitd ? 
*<? Mm voy*g la Orande-Bwtagne ! Que 

d'agi- 
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d'agitation jpopulaire n'y occafionne pas ce 
droit que vous reclamez! Ce/t lui qui a 
perdu PAngleterre^ dites vous — L' Angle- 
tcrre eft perdue ! Ah, Grand Dieu ! quelle 
finiftre nouvelle ! Eh ! par quelle latitude 
s'eft-elle done perdue ? v On quel tremble- 
ment de terre, quelle convulfion de la nature 
& englouti cette ile fameufe, cet inepuifable . 
foyer de fi grands exemples, cette terre claf- 
fique des amis de la liberte ? Mais vous me 
raflurez: TAngleterre fleurit encore pour 
f eternelle inftru&ion du monde j f Angle- 
terre repare dans un glorieux filence let 
plaies qu'au milieu d'une fievre ardente elle 
s'eft faites! L'Angleterre developpe tous 
Jes genres d'induftrie, exploite tous les filons 
de la profperite humaine, et tout-a-fheure 
encore elle vient de remplir une grande la« 
cune de fa conftitution avec toute la vigueur 
de la plus energique jeunefle, et l'impofante 
maturite (Tun peuple vieilli dans les affaires 
jmbliques, Vo\is ne penfiez done qu*a 

cjuel<jue$ 
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^uelquesdiflenfionsparlementaires(lacomme 
ailleurs ce n'eft fouvent que du parlage qui 
n*a d'autre importance que Tinteret de la 
Uquacite) ; — ou plutot c'eft apparemment la 
derniere diflblution du Parlement qui vous 
effraye ? 

" Qu'eft-il arrive, en eflfet, dans cette cir- 

eonftance rare, ou le Roi d'Angleterre, etaye 
d*unc tres-foible minorite, n'a pas craint dc 
combattre la formidable Affemblee Nationale 
et de la difibudre ? Soudain Pedifice phan- 
taftique d'une opppfition coloflale s'eft 
ecroulc fur fes freles fondemens, fur cette 
coalition cupide et fa&ieufe, qui fembloit 
menacer de tout envahir. Eh ! quelle eft la 
caufe d'un changement fi fubit ? Cell que le 
Peuple etoit de Tavis du Roi, et non de celui 
du Parlement. Le chef de la nation dompta 
Tariftocratie legtflative par un fimple appel 
au Peuple — k ce Peuple qui n'a jamais qu'uti 
interet, parce que le bien public eft effen- 
tlellement le fien. 6es Reprefentans, i;evetus 
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d^une invifible puiffance, ct prefque d'urie 
heritable diftaturc^ quand ils font les or- 
ganes dc la volonte geirfrale, ne font que 
des pigmces impuiftans, site 6feftt fubftituer 
a leur miiffon facrce des vues intereflees ou 
des paffion* particuTieres*/ 

It 

* If thefe ever was stn impious and' detdfabfe maxim, 
ft would be that which precluded the National Affem- 
t>ly from declaring to the Kingy that hrs people placed 
no confidence in hrs Minifters. Such an opinion at- 
tacks at once the nature of things, the eflential rights: 
Of the people, and the refponfibility of Minifters. - 

But how can you refufe the fimple right of fuch a de- 
daration* after granting to us the right of accufing and 
profecuting, and even of creating aWribunal for pqnifli- 
ing thofe workers of iniquity, whofe crimes, by a ma* 
ftifeft contradi&ion, you defire us to contemplate in 
rcipe&ful fiknee ? Bo you not perceir e then that I am 
more indulgent and moderate to the Minifters than you ? 
You admit no interval between a gloomy filence and a 
fanguinary accufation : to be filent or to punifli, to obey 
or to ftrike, that is your fyftena. As for me, I am for 
warning previous to accufing \ I obje& before I dif- 
y honours 
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It was carried, that an addfefe &<Jftf3 tfe 
J>r«fented to the King, expreffire f>f the 

wHhes 

honour •, I offer a retreat to inconfideratenefs or inca- 
capacity before I treat them as crimes. Which of u* 
has mod moderation and equity ? 

But we are defired to look at Great Britain. What 
diforders are produced there by this right which we 
wifh to eftablifh in France ! That right has ruined 
England— England is ruined, you fey: ah!. Great 
~ Ood t What dreadful news ! Where, or by. what means 
is England- deftroyed ? By what earthquake or convul- 
sion of nature has that famous bland fyeen fwallpw^d up ? 
That abounding theatre, of great anions, that qlaffic 
ground of liberty. But you .remove my fears : England 
{till flourishes for the eternal inftru&ion of the world ; 
.gngland in a glorious tranquillity heals the wounds (he 
.fead given hcrfelf during the delirium of a fever ! Eng- 
land developes every fpecies of induftry, traces every 
;fourc* of human profpepty, and very lately flic has 
Ailed Aip a great gap in her Conftitution with all the 
vigour and energy of youth, and all the maturity of a 
people long verfed in politics, What— you only 
alluded to certain debates in Parliament, which there, 
as elfewhere, often arifc from nothing but the mere 

pleafure 
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unfiles of the Afiembly* that he would di£ 
mifi his prefent Minifters. This was ren- 
dered fuperfluous, by the refignation of the 
new Miniftcrs ; and it was announced to the 

plcafurc of fpeaking ; or rather, perhaps, it is the laft 
diflblution of Parliament which frightens you. 

What happened in effe<a.on that extraordinary occa- 
fion, when the King of England, fupported by a feeble 
minority, was not afraid to refill thlt formidable Na- 
tional Afiembly, and to diflblve it. Inftantly the fan- 
taftic edifice of a coloffal oppofition was fhakenfrom its 
feeble foundation, and that greedy and fadious coalition, 
which threatened to carry all before it was crufhed. 
And what was the caufe of fo fudden a change ? Becaufe 
the People were of the King's opinion, and not of that 
of the Parliament. The head of the nation overcame that 
legiflative ariftocracy by a fimple appeal to the People- 
that People who never can have but one intereft, becaufe 
the public good is efl^ntially theirs. Thofe reprefenta- 
tives, clothed with invifible, almoft with di&atorial 
power, when they are the organs of the general will, 
are •nly a fet of impotent pigmies, when they dare to 
fubftitute their own private intercft and paiTions in the 
place of the true obje£t of their fecrrf miffion. 

Aflembly 
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Affembty at the 'fame time that the King 
had written to M. Necker, inviting him to 
return. 

The fame deputation from the Electors at 
Paris to the National AfTembly at Verfailles, 
which had brought the requeft of the for- • 
mer to addrefs the King on thofe fubje&sr, 
conveyed alfo their opinion that a perfonal 
vifit of the King to his faithful fubje&s in 
the capital would be highly acceptable, and 
perhaps the moft expedient ffep he could 
poffibly take in the prefent circumftances. 
This was no part of their public million, 
but infinuated to the Deputies as their pri- 
vate fentimentsj founded on the fufpicions 
which ftill remained on the minds of the 
citizens of intended maflacres, and which 
this mark of confidence from their Monarch 
would tend to efface. 

When this was mentioned to the King, 

he refolved upon the meafure, notwithftand- 

ing the confternation which it fpread over 

A a hia 
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his family, and the apprehenfions which he 
himfelf entertained for his own life. iThe 
news of this refolution was fent to Paris ia 
the middle of the night* 

The King left Verfaillcs on the morning: 
of the 17th of July, with only one carriage 
befides that in which he was himfelf. He 
was attended hy the Dukes of Vilieroy and 
Vilquier, the Marfhal Beauveau, the Count 
d'Eftairig, and one or two other perfons of 
the Court. The militia of Verfailles accom- 
panied the carriages to Seve, where they 
were met by M. La Fayette, at the head of a 
large body of National Guards ; a party of 
cavalry headed the proceffion from Seve, 
followed by the French Guards with their 
cannon ; a deputation of the National Af- 
fembly in their robes alfo attended, and 
were followed by the Parifian National 
Guards. The proceffion was flow, and to 
the King would be the more gloomy that 
he no more heard the ancient cry of Vive 

' U 
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te Rot! whereas that of Vive la Nation ! was 
inceflantly fcreamed from all fides. That 
this did not happen by accident was evi- 
dent ; for men were heard admonifhing the 
people, Nt criez pas Five le Rou There 
are many reafons for believing that the 
King's journey to Paris and his reception 
there were planned by a few who had 
influence in the Committee at Paris as 
well as in the AfTembly, with a view to 
jftrike him with terror, and bend his fpirit 
to an acquiefcence in their future proje&s. 
It is not therefore furprifmg that he looked 
pale, melancholy, apd with difquietude. 
He was met at the barrier by the Mayor* 
who prefenting him with the keys of the 
city informed him that they were the itfen* 
tical keys which had been prefented to 
Henry IV. obferving at the fame time, ia 
language more quaint than flattering, that 
Henry had re-conquered his People, whereas 
ia the prefent inflande the People had re-con- 
A a a qucred 
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quered their King. He told the King "alfo, 
what he (night otherwife not have believed, 
that this was a very glorious day for the 
French .Monarchy ; and added, what might 
have occurred to him without being told, 
that it was a day which it was not likely 
his Majefty would ever forget. — Whatever 
the King's thoughts were, he faid nothing. 

Finding himfelf equally embarraffed to 
anfwcr all the fine fpeeches which were-ad- 
drefled to Jbim on his arrival' at tta Hotel 
de.Ville, his Majefty obferved nearly the 
feme filence there* ... 1 

Indeed it was impoflible for him to aflent 
to all that was expreffed of implied ifi the 
different harangues on this occafioa. - In 
one, the truth of the bloody defigns againft 
the. city of Paris^ of which the Court <**) 
HCcufed, was fttongly infinaated j^iaaaother, 
it was propofed to .raife a monument to 
Lewis XVL as the overthrower of the Ba£ 
tile 4 and the reftere*. of. Liberty. .-. - 
- .. - M. de 
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M* de Lally-Tolendai, who certainly was 
not of the number of thofe laid to have plan- 
ned the King's vifit to Paris for the purpofe 
above mentioned, exprefled himfelf in lan- 
guage, dictated equally by the fpirit of loy- 
alty and of freedom ; obferving " that the 
King himfelf was defirous that the* Repre- 
fentatives of the Nation ihould fliare with 
him his authority, a$ he wifhed to referve in 
his own hands no more than was necfcflary 
for thehappinefs of the People, and which 
. their intereft required fhbuld always belong 
to the Crown/* And afterwards addreffing 
the King, he faid, " II n'eft pas ici un feul 
homme qui ne foit pret a yerfer pour vous, 
.four voire autoriie legitime > jufqu 'a la der- 
rniere goutte de fon fang*. 5 * 
>«,<, Unfortunately for the, French nation, as 

« , * 

* There is not a fingle perfon here prefent, who is 

not ready to fhed, for your Majefty and your legal au- 
thority, the verylaft drop of his blood, ^ 

* A a 3 well 
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well as Tdr the Monarch 9 fueceeding events 
liave not confirmed what an ardent defiro 
that it were the cafe prompted M, de Lally , 
to aflcrt. 

M. Bailly, the Mayor, having prefented 
the national cockade to fhe King, who ap«- 
peared at the window with it attached to 
his hat, the populace in the fcjuare (houted } 
— the cry of Five URoi I was then heard for 
the firft time that day, and refounded 
through the ftreets as the King returned 
from the Town-houfe to Verfailles, where 
he was expe&ed with fearful inquietude by 
the Queen and all his family. 

The joy which the Parifians mariifefted 
after the King appeared with the national 
cockade, and their behaviour when he de* 
parted from Paris, have been thus defcribed: 
" Le depart du Roi fut un vrai triomphe, 
LesParifiens etbient ivres de leur amour pour 
lui ; fa voiture etoit entouree de citoyens de 
toutes les clafles j les uns etoient derriere la 

carrofTe, 
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carrofle,* ceux-ci a la portiere, d'autres fur 
le fiege du cocher,, il y en aypit jufques fur 
rimperiale*." 

If the Parisians were intoxicated with love 
at this particular time, it muft be acknow- 
ledged that they were intoxicated with rage 
foon after j for it feems to be in* their na- 
ture to be always intoxicated with fome- 
thing or other. 

The members of the new AJminiftration 
which had been fo fuddenly and imprudent- 
ly foymedj fenlible of the quick tranfitions 
to which the French populaceare liable, and 
by no means certain that they would be 
fatisfied with their refignatkm, refolved to 
withdraw fr&m the kingdom. The Count 

# The Partfiaas were quite intexicated with love for 
the King. His coach was furrounded with citizens of 
all claiTes 5 Tome were mounted behind the coach ; fome 
before and fome on the coach box ; there were even a 
few on the very top. 

Aa4 d'Artoi* 
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d'Artois with his family, the Princes of 
Conde and of Conti, with many of the No- 
bility, did the fame. 

M. Foulon, who in the formation of the 
late Miniftry had been placed in the War 
Department as an afliftant to ML de Broglio, 
•was not fo fortunate as to.efcape out of 
France. Senfible of the people's prejudice 
againft him, he kept himfelf concealed, and 
caufed the report of his death to be fpread 
abroad. He was difcovered by the peafants 
while he was under hiding at a country- 
houfe near Paris. Some of the enemies of 
this unhappy man had circulated the incre- 
dible (lory, that he had often declared, that, 
if he fliould ever be Minifter, he would 
make the people 1 live on hay. The fureft 
way of gaining the belief of the populace 
is to fpe?& to their paffions. This abfurd 
expreflion was repeated by every mouth ; 
and it kindled the more refentment in the 

breafts 
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breads of the rabble at this time, becaufe 
many of them a&ually experienced hunger 
from the exifting fcarcity. 

The cruelties w^iich thofe peafants, and 
fome of the populace of Paris, committed 
on M. Foulon.and his fon-in-law M. Ber- 
thier, in fpite of ail the efforts of the Mayor 
of Paris and the Commander of the National 
Guards to prevent them, are feockingto 
humanity, and difgufting to narrate. 

M. de Fleflelles, at that .time the chief 
Magiftrate of Paris, was aflaffinated as he re- 
tired acrofs the fquare from the Hotel de 
Ville. This murder was in confequence of 
a letter from him faid to have been found 
in the pocket of De Launay. As the ori- 
ginal letter never was produced, the report 
was probably a calumny invented by .fome 
enemy to deftroy the man. For, at this pe- 
riod of anarchy, the credulity of the Pari- 
fian6 ip giving belief to every calumny 

however 
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Irowever abfurd, could only be equalled by 
their crueky. 

It was with difficulty that the wretched 
Imrafides, who had been brought prifoners 
from die Baftile to the Town-houfe, were 
faved from the fury of the rabble, who 
wifhetl to maflacre them in cold blood in 
the fquare. They owed their preferva- 
tion to the French foot guard*, to whom 
the redu&ion of the Baftile was chiefly 
owing, and to M. Elic who led them on* 
Thofe brave men could not bear that their 
vidory ihould be difgraced by fuch an a& 
of cowardly cruelty, and requefted of the 
multitude an amtlefty to the prifoners as the 
moft defirable reward they could receive for 
their own condudh 

It has been faid, that the populace of 
Paris have become fanguinary and cruel by 
being familiarized to fcenes of blood ; but 
the circumftances of wanton barbarity with 

which. 



( &3 ) 

which the murders of Meflrs. Foulon at*§ 
Berthier were accompanied took place at the 
beginning of the Revolution, and they have 
not been furpaffed by any that have hap- 
pened fince : indeed it is almoft impoffible 
they could. 

It is well known, that profligacy and 
wickednefs df every fort are pufhed greater 
lengths in capitals, where vaft numbers of 
mankind are aflembled, than in the provin- 
ces. Paris has been long thought a place 
of greater profligacy than any other capital 
in Europe. At London the induftry of the 
city ferves as fome check to the diffipation 
of Weftminfter. The other capital cities 
in Europe are fmaller and poorer, Paris, 
although not fo large nor fo rich as London, v 
was more luxurious ; becaufe, on account of 
the univerfality of the French language, the 
general imitation of French manners, and 
other reafbns, it was not only the capital of 
JFrance but in fome degree of all Europe, 

and 
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•and wa& much robre'frequented by the rich 
and diffipated from every' country than 
London ever was. At Paris, pleafurewas 
not only to be had on eafter terms, but was 
alfo ferved up more to the tafte of foreign- 
ers in general than at London. There is a 
[greater refort of induftrious ftrangers to the 
latter, becaufe of a more extenfive field for 
' induftry ; but undoubtedly a greater num- 
ber of gamefters, (harpers, and adventurers 
of every denomination, from the different 
countries of Europe, were to be found at 
Paris than in any other town in the world. 
Such men became. the ready agents ofthofe 
who had the -moft criminal views in the pro- 
grefs of the Revolution, and pufhed the Pari- 
fians to a greater degree of violence againft 
royalty than was fhewn by the generality of 
the provinces ; although it is evident that 
the former had a greater intereft in the pre- 
' fervation of it. The city of Paris owes its 
moll admired ornaments, fome peculiar 

rights, 



rights, and a great part of its 'wealth* to 
the favour of thq Monarchs and to the 
neighbourhood of the Court, and unques- 
tionably wilt lpfe more by the continuation 
of the republican form of government than 
any part of France, 

In jthfi- account of thefe excefles tranfmit- 
ted to the provinces, their caufe was always' 
aligned to a dreadful confpiracy againft the 
National' Affejnbly and the National Free- 
dom, which had been carried on by the Court 
atnd a part of the Noble3. This account was 
induftriouliy ifpread, and occafioned fimilar 
excefled ih r various provinces of France. 
Thofe-'qF'whom the, Municipal Councils 
were compofed being accufed of favouring: 
the old government, new Common Councils 
were ^pointed in many of the towns, con- 
fifting of men 1 fuppofed to be of the mod 
patriotic, principles. The peafaritry rofe 
againft certain unpopular Noblemen, burned 
their caftles, obliged them to fly for their 
5 lives, 



fives* and a general rage agaitlft tbtf No* 
Uefle feemqd to fpread all over the king- 
dom* 

This proceeded, no doubt, in a confi- 
«JerabIe degree from the inferior order of 
people becoming more and more licentious 
by impunity and the hopes of pillage ; but 
its becoming fo univerfal forms a ftrong 
prefumption alfo of a fenfe of oppreffion 
and ill ufage received by the peafants from 
their lords* 

It is mod fervently to be hoped, that, in 
Great Britain, Government will always have 
fufficicnt energy to maintain the laws itt 
force, and equally t6 proteft the high from 
the feditious violence of the .low, and the 
low from the infolent oppreffion of the 
high : but if, from whatever caufe, this 
ifland were fubjeded to fome political con- 
vulfion,and the populace excited againft the 
higher orders of fociety, I am perfuaded 
that the Nobility and Gentry of England, 

fo 
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ib far from being attacked with peculiar 
rancour by the peafantry of their own 
eftates, would in general be protected and 
defended by them. 

The yeomanry of England are a clafs of 
men, to *vhich no other country has any 
thing exactly fiifcikr. The farmers of land 
love and refpe& the Country Gentfemea 
and Nobility of Great Britain* and have 
more reafon to do fo than the fame fet of 
men in any other nation. What is this 
owing to ? In Great Britain popularity fa 
of more confequence to a Gentlemato of 
Nobleman than it was in France before the 
Revolution, or is at prefent in Germany and 
other European countries. There are many, 
no doubt, who would {hew attention and 
hofpitality to their neighbours in the lower 
ranks of life, from the mere fentiments of 
benevolence and generality ; but it has been 
obferved, that Nothing has more influence in 
keeping thofe fentiments aliv^in the bofoms 
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of the great, than their having fomething to 
afk or exped from the favour of the little. 
This is the cafe in England, at lead once in 
feven years. The love and attachment of 
the county in which he lives is not only 
foothing to the heart, but alfo worthy of 
the apibition of the greateft . Nobleman of 
Great Britain. It increafes his political 
importance, whether he fupports or oppofes 
the measures of Adminiftratiop. . It is much 
to be feared, that thofe are apt to negleft and 
even defpifethe people, who think that they 
can, do them neither good nor haiyn. The 
inferior orders in France, had been long in 
this ftate of neglect and even contempt : . 
when by the Revolution they found that 
this was no longer the cafe, they were fo 
impatient to prove it, that they began by 
doing mifchief to fhew that they were now 
of fome importance. Liberty would be a 
greater bleffing to a people who have been 
long in fervitude, if it could be given by 
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degrees s when it is obtained too fuddeniy* 
inftead of being falutary, it is fometimes 
noxious — like victuals ferved up in profu* 
fion to men half famifhed, the confequence 
of which is often furfeit, and fometimes 
death. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

M. Necker is recalled— His triumphant Re- 
ception at Paris — recommends a general Atn~ 
tiejly — dijpkafes . the Sections — Some Mem- 
bers of the djfembly blame the conduSt ofM. 
Necker ', who begins to lofe his Popularity — 
Difcrders all o'ver France — "The National 
Affembly greatly .alarmed — Decrees of the 
fourth of Auguft — The Duke ofRochefou- 
eault — Sacrifices made by the Clergy. 

AT NECKER, who had left France in 
-• obedience to the King's order on 
the nth of July, had pafled by Bruflels, 
and arrived at Bafle on his way to Coppet 
near Geneva, He there received theietters 
from the King and National Affembly, re- 
quefting his return to the fittiation he had 
juft quitted in the Adminiftration* 

M. Necker 
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M. Necker ,has taken great pains to be 
confidered by the world in the light of a . 
Philofopher as well as a Minifter of State. 
It is fortunate for Philofophers, that they 
can do pretty well without being Minifters 
of State; but it is very unfortunate for a 
Minifter of State not to be fomewhat of a 
Philofopher. It is probable that he will 
.have frequent occafions for the exercife of 
philofophy during his adminiftration, and 
he will ftand in need. jof a great deaL of it, 
in cafe he fhould be turned fuddenly out of 
it. After the univerfal obfequioufnefs to 
which Minifters have been accuftomed while ' 
in office, the wonderful alteration which 
they experience on their removal, however 
natural it may feem to the reft of the world, 
generally is fo (hocking to them, that inftead 
of philofophers it is apt to r&ake them mis- 
anthropes. There are, however, books in 
abundance in the library of every Minifter, 
tending to fhew the folly of ambition, the 
B b 2 inquietudes 



( 37* ) 

inquietudes attending power, and how infi- 
nitely preferable a life of tranquillity and 
retirement is. 

The love of power is perhaps more deep- 
ly rooted in the heart of man than any of. 
his affe&ions, and often furvives them all : 
it is ftronger than friendfhip ; for we fee 
even thofe who are counted honeft men 
abandon their friends to enjoy ic: it is 
ftronger than hatred ; for we fee men con- 
ne£k themfelves with their enemies for the 
fame purpofe. And we have been afiured, 
tjxat the friends of M.Necker endeavoured to 
confirm him in the refolution of retirement, 
by pointing out the danger of refuming his 
office among a people fo unfettled and fo 
liable to excefles as the French ; but not- 
'tyithftanding all the remonftrances of his 
friends, and all his own philofophy, inftead 
qf proceeding to Coppet, he determined ta 
return to Paris. 

The figns of efteem and attachment 
• which 
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which were exhibited La every village and 
town through which he pafled in his way 
from Bafle to Paris, the tranfports of joy 
which the Parifians manifefted, and their 
acclamations' on his entering their city, with 
the very honourable reception he met with 
from the National Aflembly, muft have been 
peculiarly gratifying, and no doubt render- 
ed him highly fatisfied with his determina- 
tion of returning ; which, however, he foon 
after had muqh reafon to repent. M. Necker 
has been accufed of being too fond of the 
noify applaufe of the multitude. The vifit 
he made to thecapital immediately after he 
had waited on the King and the National . 
Aflembly has been Imputed by many to a 
defire of prolonging the pleafure he took 
in hearing his own praife. But even the 
enemies of M. Necker allow, that he is a 
man of diftinguifhed humanity. His impa- 
tience to vifit Paris, therefore, may natu- 
rally be affigned to the defire of faving the 
B b 3 life 
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life of M . Bezcnval. As his intentions were 
known, he was waited for at the barrier 
by a multitude of the inhabitants; the ftreets 
and windows were crowded with admiring 
fpe&ators ; while his carriage was drawn to 
the Hotel de Ville, it was beheld with the 
fame appearance of refpe<3: as the (hrine of 
Genevieve, the tutelar faint of Paris, was for- 
merly, when carried in proceffion through 
the ftreets. At the Hotel de Ville M. Necker 
was received by the Electors with every 
mark of profound refpe£t ; the populace 
from all parts of the city hurried to obtain a 
fight of the admired Minifter. He was re- 
quefted.to appear at the balcony, to gratify 
the multitude which filled the Place* de 
Greve; and v to render their gratification 
complete, his wife and daughter had the 
goodnefs to appear with him, one on the 
right, the other on the left. What render- 
ed this fublime fpe&aclc entirely new, was, 
that a man and his wife were hardly ever 

feeu 
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feen in public together at Paris. It required a 
revolution in the State, and all M. Necker's 
popularity, to prevent an exhibition fo con- 
trary, to eftablifhed manners from feeming 
ridiculous in the eyes of Parifians. So 
far from appearing ridiculous, M. Necker, 
although his wife was at his fide, was 
beheld by the people in the fquare with 
the moft enthufiaftic admiration : Ij^is Holi- 
nefs himfelf, when from the balcony' of St. 
Peter's he pronounces his benedidtion on 
the adoring multitude beneath, was never 
more loudly and more perfeveringly ap- 
plauded. 

After returning from the balcony to the 
hall, M. Necker's firft care was to inform 
the Electors, that on his way to Paris hav- 
ing heard that Baron de Bezenval, com- 
mander of the Swifs guards, had been arrett- 
ed by the militia of Villenaux, he had 
written in the Baron's favour to the muni- 
cipal officers of that town ; but they had 
delayed fetting him at liberty without an 
B b 4 order 
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order from the permanent committee of 
the Hotel de Ville. 

After relating thofe particulars, M.Neckcr 
gave the inoft honourable teftimony regard* 
ing the chara&er of M. Bezenval ; repre* 
fenting how unjuft it would appear in die 
eyes of all Europe to detain a meritorious 
officer as a prifoner, when he was on his 
way home by the leave of the King ; and 
entreated, that orders might be immedif 
ately fent for releafing him. Perceiving 
that his propofal was approved of, and 
that the audience were in a cheerful and 

humane difpofition, he proceeded in a pa*- 

♦ 

thetic and eloquent manner to lament the 
diforders which had already taken place, 
and to recommend a general amnefty as 
the fureft means of reftoring tranquillity, 
and infinitely the greateft mark of regard 
which could be fhewn to himfelf. 

M. Necker's difcourfe was heard with 

rapture. Orders were fent for the releafe 

* 

of M. Bezenval, and a general amnefty was 
5 decreed, 
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decreed, par acclamation, by the General 
Aflembly of the Ele&ors. 

M. Necker has been much cenfured for 
this part of his condud*. It has been faid, 
that the granting of pardon, whether gene~ 
ral or particular, legally belonged to the 
King, and that to apply elfewhere to obtain 
it was affrontive to his authority. The an- 
fwer to this is, that the King at this period 
had no authority. 

It has been alfo faid, that he ought to 
have made this application to the National 
Aflembly, as the next exifting power which 
could with any appearance of lawful autho- 
rity grant pardon or indemnity. The an- 
fwer to this fecond obje&ion is, that M. 
Necker plainly faw that the Aflembly were 
at that time overawed by the decided and 
active meafures which had been taken by 
the Ele&ors, and durft not then interfere j 
whereas the Aflembly of Ele&ors having 
manifefted the plenitude of their power in fo 

many 
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. many inftances, he was eager to make it 
fubfervient in this inftance to the caufe of 
humanity and mercy ; and it is to the ho- 
nour of M. Necker, that when he faw that 
the interefting objedls he had in view were 
not to be obtained by regular means, he 
tried thofe means which he thought would' 
fucceed, without regarding whether they 
were regular or not. 

There were thofe prefent in the Hotel de 
Ville, who did not partake of the humane 
enthufiafm, were enemies of M. Necker, 
and who immediately difperfed themfelves 
among the diftri&s, making- an outcry 
againft the Council at the Hotel de Ville 
for having ordered the rcleafe of Bezenval, 
and for daring to fend a proclamation for 
general pardon and peace round to the dif- 
ferent municipalities. Tbey attributed the 
propofal of M. Necker to an inclination to 
regain the favour of the Court, and of all 
the confpirators againft national freedom. 

The 
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The agitation ofthediftri&s was fo fudden f 
and the popular fury became fo violent, that 
the Council at the Hotel de Ville retraced 
their meafures ; and the Committee of Elec- 
tors, which had been enabled to form an 
army of the turbulent citizens, fufficient to 
keep in check the regular troops which en- 
circled Paris, and to ftorm the Baftile, found 
itfelf unable to maintain one illegal a& of 
humanity and compaffion. 

One of the diftri&s was fo much afraid 
that M. Bezdnval would be fet free in con-* 
fequence of the firft order of the Ele&ors, 
that they fent deputies to prevent it ; and 
other diftri&s fent a deputation to the Na- 
tional Aflembly to complain of the condu& 
of the Electors, and to warn the Aflembly 
againft giving a fan&ion to it. 

The National Aflembly were well pleafed 
to check the power of the Aflembly of Elec- 
tors, and would have been equally pleafed 
to have been able to oppofe that of thofe 
I which 
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which fucceeded them in the capital, namely, 
that body which was called the Reprefcnta- 
tivfe Body of the Comipons of Paris; but the 
latter they durft not venture to touch. 

Meflrs. Mounier, Lally-Tolendal, Ma- 
louet, and others, men of probity, regret- 
ting that the aft of the Electors had ever 
been called into queftion, were for declar- 
ing the general principle, that, without any 
regard to popular clamours, no perfon fhould 
be arrefted without a pofitive accufation, 
and that Bezenval fhould be dire&ly fet at 
liberty. 

Mirabeau, who knew that the releafe of 
M. Bezenval and the indemnity had been 
granted by the Electors to the general efteem 
for M. Necker, and in confequence of an 
eloquent and pathetic difcourfe pronounced 
by him at the Town-houfe, oppofed the re- 
leafe of M. Bezenval and the decree of am- 
nefty. His motive is generally attributed 
to jealoufy of M« Necker's popularity, and 

a ftrong 
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a ftrong inclination to render him fufpe&cdt 
by or indifferent to the people ; in which he 
foon after fucceeded. " Nous-memes n'avona 
pas le droit de prononcer une amniftie> M 
faid he. " Le pouvoir de faire grace, tant 
qu'il exifte, refide eminemment dans la per* 
fonne duMonarque : je dis, tant qu'il exifte;, . 
parce que c'eft une grande queftipn que dft 
determiner fi ce pouvoir de faire grace peut 
exifter, dans quelles mains il refidera s'il 
exifte, et fi les crimes contre les nation* 
devroient jamais etre remis> &c.*" 

Mirabcau was not naturally an inhuman 
or blood-thirfty man : but on. this occafion 

* We ourfelvcs have not the right to pronounce an 
amnefty: the power of pardoning, while it (hall exift* 
belongs to the King alone : I fay, while it {ball exift ; 
becaufe it is a matter of great importance to decide, 
whether this power of pardoning ought to exift, in 
whofe hands it ought to be placed if allowed to exift, 
and whether crimes againft nations ought ever to be 
forgiven, « 

he 
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he fhewed himfelf a man of violent paflions 
and of unjuftifiable refentment ; for in all 
probability it was merely to mortify one 
who had neglected him, and of whofe po- 
pularity he was jealous, that he fpoke againft 
the pardon of a man he could not think 
guilty of any crime, and againft a general 
indemnity, which, whether properly order- 
ed or not, he knew to be highly expedient. 

Roberfpierre, who was little known at 
this period, betrayed fomewhat of that cruel 
and unrelenting fpirit which fince has fpread 
fuch dread and horror all over France, by 
fpeaking on this occafion againft pardon or 
amnefty. He feems alfo to have feized 
fome of the hints thrown out by Mirabeau, 
and to have made ufe of them long after- 
wards as the foundation of part of his rea- 
foning in the procefs againft the King. 

The Affembly determined that a Com- 
mittee fhould be appointed to examine into 
the accufations ; but being fenfible, that, if 

M, Bezenval 
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M. Bezenval were conduced to Paris, all 
their authority could not protect him from 
the rage of the populace, they ordered 
that he fhould be carried to a caftle of fome 
ftrength near the plate where he had been 
arretted, and there guarded till his trial, v 

Thus the earpeft wifhes of M. Necker 
were crofled and defeated when he feem^d 
to be at the height of popularity, by the 
vefy people of whofe applaufe he was fo 
fond ; and he had now reafon to be convin- 
ced, that, whatever their regard and" admira- 
tion of him might be, their thirft of l)lood, 
and rancour againft thofe whom they con- 
fidered as their enemies, was ftronger. Any 
pleafure which he may have derived from the 
contemplation that he pofleffed the affe&ion 
of fuch people, muft have been mightily 
diminifhed after he made this difcovery. 

In his letter to the Secretary of the Com- 
mon Council of Paris, who firft informed 
Ijim of the'fudden turn which had hap- 
pened, 
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pened, M. Necker exprefles hknfelf in the 
following words : " J'ai reqn la trifte nou- 
velle que vous m'avez fait l'honneur de me 
communiquer. J'en rendrai compte au Roi. 
Mon bonbtur ria guere dure *." 

What fhews of how very little import- 
ance the King was already become in the 
eyes of all parties is, that the mention made 
of hijn in this letter is the only notice that 
feems to have been taken of him in this 
whole tranfadion. An officer is arretted 
by the militia of a provincial town, as he is 
on his way to. his native country: the King's 
Minifier, returning at the call of the Nation 
to the capital, declares that the officer had 
his Majefty's permiffion, and requires of 
the municipality to allow him to proceed : 
they refufe until they fhall receive orders> 

# I have received the fad news you did me the ho- 
nour to tranfmit to me. I (hall communicate them 
to the King, My happinefs has not been of long 
duration* 

from 
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from a Committee at Paris : the Minifter 
afterwards applies for the fame purpofe to 
this Committee: but no more notice 19 
taken of the King, than if he had not been 
> in exiftenCe. 

•In fad, the King was already deprived of 
all authority, and what he had afterwards 
Was no longer confidered as an eflential pre- 
rogative of the Crown, but a gift of the 
National Aflembly. And it foon afterwards 
appeared, that the Aflembly were not able 
to maintain him even in the exercife of that 
(hare of power which they placed in his 
hands: for when, inftead of an abfolute 
veto on their decrees, the National Aflem- 
bly refolved 'that the King fhould only have 
a fufpending one, it was found that he could 
not make ufe of it without raifing a violent 
clamour, and expofing himfelf and his fa- 
mily to the outrages of the mob. 

The vindi&ive difpofition and excefles of 

the Parifian populace were to be regretted 

C c not 



( 3™ ) 

toot only on account of their effe&S at Paris, 
but alfo on account of the example thereby 
given to the lower orders, and particularly 
the tenants of land, and the peafantry, all 
ever France, among whom great diforders 
continued after fome appearance of regula- 
rity had taken place in the capital. It will be 
aaturally imagined, that many took advan- 
tage of the general confufed ftate of the 
country, and made it a pretence for refut- 
ing to pay the taxes to Government, and 
even the rents due to their landlords. Com- 
plaints of this were frequently mad6 to the 
Aflembly, who thought proper to refer them 
to a Committee, which was diredted to make 
a report and fuggeft a remedy for fo dan- 
gerous an evil. 

The remedy which the Committee re- 
commended was, that the Aflembly fhould" 
publifh a folemn Declaration of their entirely 
difapproving.of the unlawful pra&ice of re- 
futing to pay taxes and rents, and advifing 
6 all 
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all perfons concerned to pay them regular-* 
Iy For the future. It is furprifing that this 
Committee, when they were recommending 
fuch efficacious means for putting a flop to 
unlawful pra£tices, did not recommend at 
the fame time a folemn proclamation againft 
the unlawful pra£tice of fornication, which 
is of ftill longer {landing, and had as^good 
a chance of being put an end to by a pro- 
clamation. 

It would appear that the meafure adopt* 
cd had entirely failed ; for while the Na- 
tional Aflembly were occupied at Verfailles 
in framing that bill of rights which they 
intended as the foundation of their new 
Conftitution, accounts came from all quar- 
ters, that the fpirit of revolt feemed to in- 
creafe inftead of diminifhing in the pro- 
vinces ; that to a refufal of payipg taxes and 
rents many inftances of pillaging^ robbery* 
and houfe-breaking, were added ; that the 
Nobility in particular were expofed to thefe 
Cc$ deprc* 
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depredations ; that many of their family 
feats had been plundered and demolifhed, 
and in fome cafes their wives and children 
abufed and infulted in the groffeft manner. 
As almoft all the proprietors of land in the 
Aflembly, and the other moft refpe&able 
Deputies, received accounts to the fame 
efled, they made a deep impreffion and 
fpread a great alarm. Many letters of this 
nature were received on the fourth of Au- 
guft. When the Aflembly met in the even- 
ing, ftrong fymptoms of vexation, anxiety, 
and terror, were vifible in the countenances 
of the members, particularly thofe belong- 
ing to the, two firft orders, who feemed now 
convinced of the neeeflity of uniting with- 
out referve with the third, as the only means 
of preferring their property and fecuring 
their families from infult. 

The extraordinary impreffions with which 

the Deputies were fo feverely arid fo fud- 

denly affe&ed, produced confequences as 

i extra- 
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extraordinary and as fudden. While every 
one feemed engrofled with his own feelings, 
and waited to hear what might be propofedby 
fome other, the Vifcount de Noailles opened 
the fcehe by aflerting, that the people were 
driven to thofe excefles by the accumulation 
and weight of the burdens under which 
they laboured ; that they were become de- 
sperate by the exa&ion of taxes which they 
could not pay, and feudal fervices above 
their ftrength ; that it was now become as 
neceflary for the fafety Of the rich as for the 
relief of the poor, that many fources of op- 
preffion fhould be immediately abolifhed, 
left the country people fhould proceed far- 
ther lengths than they had hitherto done, 
and take upon themfelves the tafk of doing 
themfelves juftice. He then enlarged on 
the glory which the Nobility would derive 
from facrificing private intereft and import- 
ance to the public good ; and concluded by 
moving, that thofe fources of tyranny and 
Cc3 injuftice 
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injufticc fhould be abolifhed ; that all public 
charges fhould be equally fupported by the 
whole community* and all taxes levied in 
proportion to the income of each indi- 
vidual ; that all feudal claims fhould be re- 
deemable at a fair valuation ; that corvees, 
and all rights of the lords to the perfonai 
fervices of the peafantry, fhould be entirely 
abolifhed, and other grievances, under which 
the people fuffered, alleviated, 

The Vifcoupt de Noailles' motion was fe r 
conded by the Duke d'Aiguillon, who made 
another tending tp the fame purpofe, which 
created more furppfe than the former, on 
account of the Duke's ample eftate and exr 
tenfive royalties, which rendered his facri- 
fices greater, although his patriotism was 
perhaps only equal tp thaj of the Vifcount, 

When certain ancient feudal claims, which 
are indecent in thcmfelves, and' degrading to 
humanity, were begun to be enumerated, a 
fry of Jiofror burft from the awlienpe, and 

presented 
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prevented the Deputy from proceeding. 
This eircumftance, however, increafed the 
enthufiafm for reformation which animated 
the Affembly. And the bright examples of 
the noble VifcOunt and Duke above men- 
tioned, joined to the thundering applaufe 
with which their propofals were heard, ex- 
cited great emulation. The virtues of felf- 
denial and patriotifm became fo precious in 
the eyes of fome who had never before 
feemed to put any great value upon them, 
that hardly any facrifice was thought too 
dear for the purchafe of even the reputation 
of pofleffing them, which was bid for on 
this occafion, like a valuable ftatue or pic- 
ture at an au&ion, with an ardour which 
drew frefh applaufe, excited frefh emula- 
tion, and made the Nobles outbid each 
other in a manner that aftonifhed the gal- 
leries, and delighted the Commons, who, 
having no facrifices to make, could not enter 
into the competition. 

C c 4 Some 
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Some of the Nobles, however, were pro- 
voked ,at certain facrifice6 which affe&ed 
themfelves more than the propofers, and in 
revenge they moved for different facrifices 
which affe£ted the others more than them- 
felves. This kind of retaliation is not un- 
natural to lofty minds, if Homer was a judge 
of nature : " If I am to be deprived of my 
xaiftrefs," faid Agamemnon to Achilles, "you 
fliall be deprived of yours alfo." In what 
other particulars the Nobles in queftion re- 
fembled the Greek heroes, I know not ; but 
it is faid that to the heat raifed by this col- 
lifion of emulation, patriotifm, and revenge, 
the heat and expanfion of heart produced 
by wine Were added — fo that on the whole 
more was obtained for the. people at this one 
fitting after dinner, than the moft fanguine 
reformer had expe&ed in many days. 

The Deputies of certain provinces which 
enjoyed peculiar privileges, took upon them- 
felves, without inftr unions from their con- 

ftituents, 
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ftituents, to propofe, that the charters and 
franchifes of thefe provinces fhould be added 
to the facrifices of this memorable night 

The Clergy had hitherto remained afto- 
nifhed and filent fpe&ators of a fcene fo 
awful and unexpe&ed ; and a motion hav- 
ing been made to put an end to the meeting, 
the Prefident was proceeding accordingly, 
when fuddenly he made a paufe, and re- 
proached himfelf for want of attention in 
being about " prematurely to clofe the 
meeting before any of the venerable body of 
the Clergy, ever fympathifing with the dif- 
trefles of the people, had declared their fen- 
timents on fo interefting a fubjed." 

There was no evading this apoftrophe. 
The Biftiops of Nancy and Chartres fpoke 
in the name of their brethren. The firft 
not only approved of a motion which had 
been made that the feudal rights, and all 
other jurifdidions of lords of manors efta- 
blifhed in the fame manner, fliould be 

aboli(hed j 



( 394 ) 

aboliflied ; but he propofed befides, that the 
price of the ranfom of ecclefiaftical feudali- 
ties fhould be applied to the relief of the 
poorer part of the ecclefiaftical body, and 
not to the profit of the adtuai incumbent. 

The Bifhop of Chartres, after infilling 
on the injuftice of the game laws, and 
painting in glowing colours the cruelty of 
obliging the poor farmer to be the paffivc 
witnefs of ravages on his property, propofed 
the fuppreffion of thofe laws and all the . 
pretended rights of the chace. 

The exclufive rights of fifheries, to war- 
rens, and to dovecots, all of which ccnfi~ 
derably affe£ted the revenue of the Clergy, 
were alfo abolifhed ; and fome Dignitaries 
of the Church, who poflefled more benefices 
than one, declared that they were refolved 
to limit themfelves to a fingle one. 

The Duke de la Rochefoucault* who was 
a friend to liberty and had promoted the Re- 
volution, was however no republican, but a 
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well-wifher to monarchy, and perfonally at- 
tached to the King, took this opportunity 
of doing honour to the Monarch he lovad, 
by reminding the Aflembly that his Majefty 
had anticipated one of their decrees, by hav- 
ing already given freedom to all the ferfs 
in his own demefnes j and the Duke at the • 
fame time did honour to his own heart, by 
expreffing a wifli that before the end of the 
feflions the Aflembly would take into confi- 
deration the deplorable condition of the 
Negroes in their colonies. 

How came this enthufiaftic friend of 
freedom to prefer a monarchical form of 
government to a republican? Not furely 
for the fake of the monarch or his family. 
Were it even clear that royalty conveyed 
happinefs, he could not have preferred the 
Jiappinefs of a, fingle family to that of the 
millions who inhabit France, No j it muft 
have been from a conviction that a well re- 
gulated hereditary monarchy would be more 

conducive 



( 396 ) 

conducive to the happinefs ©f thofe millions 
than a republic. The proofs which expe- 
rience has aflBrded of the truth of that 
opinion are th$ only right which Kings 
have to their crowns j a good King would, 
not wiftTfor a ftronger; a wife one could 
hardly believe they ever had any other. 

It Would have been fortunate for the 
French nation, that they had adhered to 
this opinion of the Duke de Rochefoucault. 
They have thought otherwife ; it is their 
affair. Perhaps they may come of them- 
felves to alter their way of thinking on that 
fubje&j which is certainly moft likely to 
happen when no attempt is made to force 
them to it ; but fhould they endeavour to 
turn monarchies into republics, or fhould 
monarchies endeavour to force republics to 
aflume a monarchical form of government, 
there can be no tranquillity or happinefs in 
Europe. If indeed it had been ufual for the 
different nations of Europe to manifeft a dif- 

interefted 
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intereftcd regard for the profperity of each 
other j if there were many proofs recorded 
ia hiftory, that, fo far from taking advan- 
tage of the accidental diftreffes or calamities 
in which any of them were involved, the 
others had fhewn a readinefs to relieve their 
unfortunate neighbours, and to extricate 
them from their difficulties ; then indeed the 
cafe would be different : but as there are not 
many inftances of this nature on record, it 
is not furprifing that the llench fhould nofc 
confider the hints they have received from 
their neighbours to renounce the republican 
and refume their old form of government* 
as proofs of good will, or that they hefitatc 
a little before they determine to take them* • 
To return to the National Aflembly : — 
In commemoration of the facrifices made, 
this famous fitting concluded with a decree 
conferring the title of Reftorer of French 
Liberty en the King j and a deputation was 
appointed to inform him of this, and to rc- 

queft 
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qtteft His prcfence at a Te Deum to be cele* 
brated throughout the kingdom) which 
ceremony was«performed accordingly, at- 
tended by the King and the whole Affembly. 

The Third Order were fo expreflive of 
their admiration of the generality and felf- 
denial that appeared in the conduct of the 
Nobility and Clergy, that it might have 
been expe&ed they would have tried to 
check an enthufiafm which, if carried far- 
ther, might prove too injurious to thofe two 
orders $ and this was the niore to be ex- 
pected from men of candour and equity, as 
moft of the Deputies of the Tiers-Etat could 
not imitate the other two orders in making 
fuch facrifices, and were little affe&ed, in 
point of intereft, by thofe which had been 
propofed. 

It appears, however, that the Commons 
did not labour under any delicate diftrefs 
of this kind. ; for the Committee appointed 
to reduce the various propofals that had 

been 
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teen made into the form of a law, included 
the tithes as a feudal vaflalage or tax levied 
on the lands, which had never entered into 
the minds of the Clergy, who confidered 
ccclefiaftical tithes as a rent-charge for the 
maintenance of the Church, for which a 
proper allowance had been made to the 
adtual proprietors in the purchafe of their 
cftates; and therefore they imagined that 
the Legiflature could not without injuftice 
transfer this from them, wliofe property it ' 
was, to the landlords, who had no claim to 
it. This article being ftrongly and j uftly ob- 
jedted to, produced feveral warm debates, in 
which the Abbe Sieyes made the moft con~v 
fpicuous figure, defending the rights of the 
Church, and proving the injuftice^of (trip- 
ping the Clergy in this arbitrary manner. 
The Abbe was not liftenfed to on this occar 
fion with that attention which had been 
ufually paid to him, and which the ftrength 

of 
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of his reafoniag deferved. He pleaded the 
caufe of the Church on the principles of 
plain good fenfe arid equity, without calling 
the affiftance of fophiftry, or giving the 
lead hint of the divine right of tithes* 
Had the Abbe been inclined to make ufe 
of them, he knew that no arguments de* 
rived from fuperftition could have weight 
with his prefent audience ; he found that 
thofe founded on juftice had as little. 

The impatience of the audience during 
the Abb&'s reafoning did not arife from any 
eagernefs to anfwer his arguments ; it was 
the impatience which men predetermined 
to be unjuft feel on hearing their injuf- 
tice made manifeft. He concluded one of 
his fpeeches by obferving, that " if they 
wiflied to be free, they fhould begin by 
being juj." 

A country vicar, perceiving that the un- 
anfwerable difcourfes of the Abbe produced 

no 
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no effeft, with great vehemence addrefled 
the Commons in thefe words : <c Was it to 
plunder us that you invited us to join you 
in the name of the God of Peace ?" 

The Nobles were as unrelenting as the 
Commons. They feemed to have been ac- 
tuated in fome degree by refentment againft 
the Clergy for having abandoned them on 
the important queftion of the manner of 
voting ; and the ungrateful return which the 
Clergy now met with from the Commons^ it 
is probable,- was more fenfibly felt by them 
than the retaliation of the Nobles. But the 
Nobles a£ted very unwifely in indulging 
their refentment in this manner. Many of 
the greateft mifchiefs in foeiety fpring from 
the fecret fatisfa&ion which one clafs of 
men fometimes take, or the indifference at 
leaft which they feel when the rights of 
another clafs is attacked j without confider* 
ing, that the moment a law is pafled which 

Dd v Is 
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xs oppreffive on any fet of men, a fource of 
©ppreffion is opened againft every fet of 
men. Even thofe, therefore, who fefpe& 
no man's rights but their own, are ftrongly 
interefted to forget private refentment, and 
to defend the rights of all their neighbours, 
* The cooleft heads among the Clergy, 
perceiving that the Nobles and Commons 
were united againft them, and thinking 
that longer refiftance would only ferve to 
irritate thofe on whom they and their bre- 
thren muft at laft rely for fupport, deter- 
mined to fubmit with the beft grace they 
could. 

The Archbifhop of Parrs, when the con?* 
teft was at the warmeft and the noife at the 
height, arofe and declared in the name of 
his brethren, that their only anxiety was 
that divine worfhip might continue to be 
celebrated with dignity j that the gofpel 
might be preached by virtuous and well in- 

ftruded 
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jftra&ed clergymen; that the poor might 
be relieved and fuccoured ; and fhould thefe 
piirpofes be efFe&ed, that they would refiga 
the whole of their tithes into the hands 
of the nation, and for their own future 
fupport truft entirely to the juftice of their 
country. 

As the Archbifhop continued his dif- 
courfe, and the purport of it opened upon 
the audience, the bluftering of the conteft 
which had fo long prevailed in the hall 
gradually abated, and the noife at laft fub- 
lided into a general ^/vhifper of fatisfa&ion, 
as a ftorm fubfides at the appearance of the 
twin ftars — 

Defluit faxis agitatus humor $ 
Concidunt venti, fugiuntque nubes, 

Et minax ■ ponto 

Unda recumbit. 

Some of the people in the galjeries, after 

remaining a few moments filent and mo- 

tionlefs, clapped their hands in applaufe of 

Dd2 the 
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the great facrifice which the Clergy had of- 
fered j but the generality of the Aflembly, 
confidering it as a opnftraiAed and not a 
free-will offering, while they rejoiced at the 
facrifice, derided the facrificers. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Reflections on the Cruelty to which the Clergy 
were fubjedled — On the Power to be given 
to the King — The Projedl of two Chambers 
—The Galleries of the National AJfembly — 
Manoeuvres refpeSling the Audience — AFeq/i 
given by the Gardes-du-Corps to the Regi- 
ment of Flanders at Verf allies — The National 
AJfembly difpleafed with the King's Anfwer 
to their Addrefs — The TranfaStions of the 
Entertainment mifreprefented — InfurreSlion 
at Paris — M. La Fayette endeavours to 
quell it j without EffeSi— Thefirjl Conductors 
of the Revolution juftified—M. La Fayette 
inarches with 20,000 Men to Verfailles. 

THE NatipnaLAflembly have treated 
the Clergy of France fomething in 
the fame cruel manner that the Roman 
P d 3 Senate 
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Senate behaved in the third Punic \yar to 
the Carthaginians. 

When the Carthaginians heard of the 
hoftile preparations of the Romans, con-, 
fcious of their own weaknefs, they declar- 
ed themfelves willing to fubmit to the dif- 
cretion of the Roman people, and to the 
terms of peace they fliould exa£t. The Se T 
nate applauded their prudence, and require^ 
hoftages as pledges of their fidelity. The 
hoftages were fent. The Roman Conful^ 
who was at Utica with his army, then re- 
quired, in the name of the Senate, that the 
• Carthaginians fhould deliver up their arms 
and warlike (lores ; fuch things being ufe- 
lefs to a people now under the protection 
of the Roman republic. The Magiftrates of 
Carthage were fhocked at the rigour of this 
demand: after fome hefitation, however, 
they acquiefced, faying they had an un- 
bounded confidence in the juflice of the Se- 
nate. The Conful, after highly praifiirg their 

condu<3^ 
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«ondu&, informed them that they rauft 
abandon Carthage, which it was the plea- 
fore of the Senate ftiould be deftroyed. 

With fimilar perfidy t}ie Glefgy of France 
were allured to join in the Revolution, to 
make many facrifices in the hopes of being 
prote&ed in the pofleflion of what remain- 
ed, and then obliged to rely on the juftice 
of the Aflembly, which ftripped them of 
the whole, except on conditions which their 
confeiences prevented many of them frop. 
agreeing to. This refufal being reprefented 
as a crime, the unhappy Clergy have at va- 
rious periods been perfecuted and maflacred, 
all over the nation. The mod ftriking dif- 
ference between the cafes is, that thofe 
whom the Romans treated in this perfi- 
dious and cruel manner had been for ages 
their ancient and inveterate enemies; whereas 
thofe whom the National Aflembly treated 
thus unjuftly were their own countrymen, 
and that part of their countrymen whofe 
D d 4 peculiar 
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peculiar duty it was to teach benevolence 
and good will towards mankind. 

One of the moft important queftions that 
was agitated by the NatiQnal Affembly, 
while they were employed in forming the 
Conftitution, regarded the degree of power 
to be placed in the hands of the King, and 
particularly whether his confent fhould be 
made neceffary for giving the force of law 
to the decrees of the Affembly. The Latin 
word veto y of which the Tribunes of the 
Roman People made ufe when they gave a 
negative to a law, was adopted on this occa- 
fion to exprefs the King's negative. The 
debates on this fubjedt continued from the 
end of Auguft till the middle of September, 
were carried on with extraordinary heat, 
and created a divifion in the Affembly, 
which has continued through fubfequent 
legiflatures with augmenting hatred. 

On this matter there were three opinions. 

j. That the decrees of the Affembly 

fhould 
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lhould be law, without any fan&ion from 
the King. 

2. That the King fhould have an abfo- 
lute negative on all decrees. 

3. That the King's negative fhould not 
be abfolute, but only fufpenfive. 

During the debates on this fubjed it ap- 
peared, that the majority of the members 
were fo apprehenfive of a return of the old 
tyranny, that they overlooked many other 
dangers. They were fo folicitous to fecure 
the legiflative power from the attempts of 
the executive, that they feem to have for- 
gotten that it wa§ a monarchical confuta- 
tion which they had profefTed to eftablifh ; 
and weakened the executive power to fuch 
a degree as almoft to render itufelefs; — the 
confequence of which has been, that, in the 
progrefs of the Revolution, the AfTembly 
itfelf has been infulted in the grofleft man- 
ner, and the monarchy overturned. 

Mirabeau, who wilhed to preferve the 

monarchy 
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fhonarchy while he laboured to give free- 
dom to his country, endeavoured to ftiew, 
that giving an abfolute veto to the King 
tended to both thofe purpofes ; that it would 
prove a check alfo to crude and precipitate 
decrees, and might on fome future occafiou 
prevent an ambitious majority from tyran- 
nizing over, perhaps expelling, the mem* 
bers who oppofed them, and forming at laft 
an odious and defpotic ariftocracy with the 
name of a republic. 

AH Mirabeau's eloquence in fupport of 
the abfolute veto proved ineffe&ual within 
the Aflembly ; and without doors the preju- 
dice againft it was ftill greater. The open 
and unreftrained difcuffion of a political 
queftion was ftill a new enjoyment in 
France, and on the prefent occafion was 
purfued with all that ardour wjiich new 
pleafures generally excite in that country, 
Very few underftood what the word meant, 
or ever troubled themfelve? to enquire j yet 
3 men f 
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men, women, and children, although accord* 
ing to the cuftom of the country eternally 
fpeaking, Ipoke of nothing, during feveral 
weeks, btft the veto. In the fame manner 
as fpme years ago, when the whole nation 
took a fancy to be eternally finging, they 
fang no other fong but Malbrouck, Tp ha-* 
rangue againft the veto in public places be* 
came a mark of patriotifm ; lifts of the 
members who fpoke in its favour were 
handed about, and all thofe whofe names 
were in the lifts were execrated as traitors. 
In fhort, upon this as on many other occa- 
fions during the Revolution, a violent ftorm 
was raifed, and furious fpirits rode in the 
whirlwind and directed it. 

The moft judicious as well as the moil 
eloquent members were for giving the King 
an abfolute negative on the decrees of the 
Affembly. The majority, however, were 
fo mvch intimidated by the clamours with- 
out doors, that they adopted the fufpenfivc 

veto j 
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/reto ; decreeing that it fliould continue in 
force fdr two fucceffive legiflatures ; but, if 
the third fliould approve of the fufpended 
decree, it fhould then become a law without 
the royal fan&ion. 

This meafure, which was recommended 
by Necker and is praifed by Rabaud de Saint 
Etienne, did not fatisfy the King, and was 
ftill more difpleafing to the people, who per- 
ceived little or no difference between this 
and the abfolute veto. Mirabeau {hewed 
more profound political knowledge than 
M. Necker or Rabaud, by placing him- 
felf among thofe who fupported it ; and 
at the fame time he gave a proof that his 
love of popularity could not in a point fe 
material make him ad contrary to his opi- 
nion. The idea, that giving to the King 
an abfolute veto on the ads of the AfTembly 
would gradually bring back the old defpo- 
tifm was what influenced the Deputies who 
oppofed it. Mirabeau faw that other articles 

m 
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in the Conftitution would^prevent fuch aa 
effeft, and that the fpirit of the times alone 
rendered it almoft impoffible. He probably 
alfo forefaw, that the fufpenfive veto would 
become a continual caufe of jealoufy and dif- 
cord between the King and the Affembly* 
But even if this prerogative, which feems to 
have be|ji highly neceffary, had been efta- 

J>lifhed in the Conftitution, {till a prudent 
Minifter would not have advifed the King 
to make ufe of it, until the jealoufies of the 
people were diffipated, and the government 

v regularly formed; and perhaps not even then, 
unlefs it was evident tha^ the Monarch, in 
giving his negative to a decree of the Af- 
fembly, had a refpe&able minority of the 
Affembly, and a very decided majority of 
the People at large, of his opinion. With all 
thefe precautions, the veto in particular in- 
ftances might ftill be erroneoufly given : the 
King, the minority of the Affembly, and 
the majority of the Public, might be in the 

wrong, 
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wrongs and the majority of the AfTembly 
in the right : yet if the King's negative were 
©ever ufed except in fuch circumftances, it 
never could create jealoufy of the power of 
the Crown on the one hand, or fears for 
the freedom of the Nation on the othen 

The fufpenfive veto became, foon after 
the King's acceptance of the Cojjftitution, 
an obje£t of jealoufy, and was no fooner 
made ufe of than it became the caufe, or was 
made the pretext, of the moft fatal difcord. 

The next important fubjeft of debate 
happened in confequence of a propofal 
made by M. de Lally-Tolendal in the name 
of the Commiffion of Conftitution, that the 
Legiflature fhould confift of a lower and up- 
per houfe. According to the firft idea* the 
Upper houfe was to be compofed of mem- 
,bejs chofen for life. M. Mounier prefer- 
red their being chofen for feven years. 

Thofe who had oppofed the veto were as 
yiQlent ag;ainft the two chambers or houfes. 

They 
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They dreaded that the influence of tti€ 
Court would at fome time or other form 
the upper houfe of the higher Nobility, and 
render it hereditary. They endeavoured to 
ridicule the idea of a balance of power in 
the various branches of the Legiflature j and, 
' Shutting their eyes to all the advantages of 
the Britifh Conftitution, they declaimed 
againft its abufes. Yet, if two houfes have 
been found beneficial in the Britifh Legifla- 
ture, arid if two chambers of rcprefentatives 
have been of ufe in the American, by af- 
fording time for reflexion before decrees 
are finally pafled ; fo far from oppofing 
their introduction, it might have been ex- 
pected of thofe members who were beft 
acquainted with the characters of French- 
men, that, inftead of two chambers, they 
would have tried to eftablifh three in the 
new Conftitution of France : but two at 
leaft were highly neceflary, as they would 
not only have been of fervice in preventing 

intemperate 
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intemperate decifions and indigefted decrees, 
but in precluding in a great meafure, if not 
altogether, the neceflity of the King's hav- 
ing recourfe to his veto. 

Perhaps this propofal of the two cham- 
bers might have been carried, had it not 
met with ftrong oppofition from a quarter 
where it was leaft expe&ed ; for many of 
the Nobles themfelves were againft an upper 
chamber ; and for various reafons, arifmg, 
as was fufpedted, from their different fitua- 
tions and views. From the fuperabundant 
Noblefle of France, only a fmall portion 
could be chofen to form an upper chamber. 
Many of thofe who faw but little probabi- 
lity of their being of the number, could not 
bear that others, whom they confidered on a 
level with, or perhaps inferior, to themfelves, 
but who had a better chance of being placed 
in the upper chamber, fhould obtain that 
advantage over them ; and therefore were 
againft the. meafure. Some imagined that 
5 - the 
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the forty-feven members who had firft joined 
the Tiers^Etat would be firft promoted ; and 
it filled them with indignation to think that 
men whom they looked on as little better 
than traitors, many of them of the loweft 
clafs of Noblefle, fhould, as a reward fot 
betraying its caufe* be placed at the head 
of the order. It is alfo believed * that the 
propofal of two chambers was oppofed by 
fome of the higher orders who were ehe-* 
mies to the Revolution in any form* and 
thought that fuch a regulation would give 
{lability to it> and prevent that difcord, pre- 
cipitancy, and anarchy, of which they faw 
the feeds in the prefent Affembly, and from 
which they augured its fpeedy overthrow, 
and the reftoration of a government more 
to their tafte* 

The proje<3: of the two chambers being 
difliked by the public in general* and con* 
fidered by many of the Deputies of the 
Third Order as a plan calculated for raifing 
a favoured portion of the NoblefTe above the 
E e other 
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other members of theNationalAflembly,ancl 
forming a new and more important fpectes 
of Peerage ; and as it was not fupported by 
the whole body of the Noblefle themfelves, 
and oppofed by feveral of them, it is not 
furprifing that the motion was loft by a 
great majority. 

The notion that an Upper Chamber, by 
creating a more important fpecies of arifto- 
cracy though lefs numerous than what ex- 
ifted formerly in France, would have proved 
deftru&ive to freedom, feems erroneous; 
but the obje&ion might have been eafily 
obviated, by electing the Upper Chamber 
not from the Noblefle alone, but promifcu- 
oufly from the general body of Deputies 
without regard to birth ; to be continued, ac- 
cording to M. Mounier's propofal, only for 
feven years, or fome other limited term; to 
confift of not more than a fourth or fifth of 
the general Aflembly of Reprefentatives, and 
of members of a more advanced age thaa 
was requifite for being chofen of the Lower 

Affembly. 
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Affelnbljr; This* or fome contrivance to 
produce delay and te-corifideration,was aflu- 
Jredly highly reqiiifite in a numerous aflem- 
bly of Frenchmen^ moft of theih inexperi- 
enced in political fcience* novices in the 
bufinefs of leglflation, impetuous, and en- 
thufiaftic. To the want of fome falutary 
check of this nature much bf thfe mifchief 
and mifefy that has befallen France, and 
fome perhaps of what through her means 
has befallen her neighbours, may be afcrib* 
ed* Another circumftance froih which £he 
has greatly fufFered, has been the permit- 
ting the people in the galleries of the Na- 
tional Affembly to manifeft their approba- 
tion or disapprobation of the fpeakers in 
the noify and infulting manner they fome- 
times do. 

At the firft aflembling of the States-Gene- 

*al> the curiofity of the public to hear the 

debates was prodigious j and the Tiers- Etat^ 

who of themfelves firft formed the National 
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Affembly, foon perceived the advantage 
which refulted to them from the prefencc 
of a numerous auditory in the galleries. 
They were not always fure of having the 
argument, but they were abfolutely certain 
of having the galleries, on their fide. 

At the beginning the audience ventured 
to applaud only; and as many members 
fpoke more for the purpofe of drawing a 
little applaufe than any other, the prefence 
of ftrangers was rather agreeable than other- 
wife. But the ftrangers foon took the liberty 
of giving the moft noify proofs of their dis- 
approbation as well as of their fatisfadion. 
This was complained of by feveral mem- 
bers, but never remedied ; and it was af- 
fumed as a right which belonged to the pub- 
lic, that as many of the people as the galle- 
ries could contain might always fit there. 
This right was fupported by feveral of the; 
Deputies, and ftili more ftrenuoufly by the- 
people themfelvcs. 

While 
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While the National Affembly remained 
at Verfailles, the audience was not able fully 
to eftablifh thefe claims. It was not until 
fome time after the Affembly was removed 
to the capital that they were exercifed in 
their utmoft latitude. Then indeed the 
audience became the arbiters of praife and 
cenfure ; and the Galleries of the National 
Affembly were confidered as the Nation^ as 
much as the Pit at a London playhoufe is 
confidered as the Town. The performers at 
both Theatres are no doubt much at the 
mercy of the audience — with this difference, 
however, that although what the Britifh 
a&or pronounces is liable to be damned, yet 
he himfelf is in no danger of being abufed 
and infulted by the mob when he appears 
in the ftreets, as often happened to the un- 
popular orators of the National Affembly. 

In the progrefs of improvement, the 

French audience were not left to their own 

E e 3 unbiaffed 



( 4« ) 

unbiafied judgment, but inftru&ed what 
kind of do&rine they were to applaud, and 
what they were to condemn. 

As a matter of curiofity, it may not bo 
improper to give fome account of a man- 
oeuvre which was of fo much importance in 
the Revolution, and which I received from 
thofe who were fully acquainted with the 
manner in which the galleries were difci- 
plined, at the period when that kind of ta£kic 
was brought tot the greateft perfection ; and 
that there may be no need of returning to 
the fubje& f I (ball infert it here, thpugh not 
the precife part of this narrative in which, 
accprdiqg to method, it fhould be placed.. 

The galleries of the National Aflembly 
being open to people of every defeription^ 
and filled by the firft comers, it will be rea* 
dily believed that, in a city fuch as Paris, 
nine-tenths of the audience \yere incapable 
$ underftanding the debates* Thofe partp 
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of the fpeeches, therefore, which they moft 
admired, and at which they thundered 
their loudeft peals of applaufe, were not 
precifely what Longinus or Mr. Burke 
would have fele£ted as examples of the 
fublime or beautiful. Every fpeaker, who 
had not the misfortune of being thought 
a royalift, who had a tolerably ftrong voice, 
who interfperfed his difcourfe with abufe 
of Ariftocrates, Emigrants, and Sovereign 
Princes ; who made frequent allufion to the 
Sovereignty of the People ; and who, fib 
matter how they were introduced, often 
pronounced with emphafis the words La 
Nation, Liberie, and Egalite, was certain of 
the applaufe of the galleries. 

Certain Deputies of the Court party hav- 
ing remarked the efficacy of thefe words, 
fometimes had the addrefs to intermingle 
them fo fuccefsfully with their harangues, 
as to draw loud applaufe from thofe who, if 
they had comprehended the teadency of the 
E e 4 reafoning, 
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reafoning, would have luffed them without 
mercy. 

As the audience were fo apt to be milled 
by their ears, it was thought proper to en- 
gage their eyes as an auxiliary to their un* 
derftanding; and men were employed to 
throw out fignals indicating whom and 
when they fhould applaud or cenfure. 

A member of the Aflembly was fome- 
times employed to make thofe fignals,- 
which were underftood by only one or 
two perfons in the galleries, „ who by a 
fimilar mode communicated their import 
to others. 

The ufual fignals were the handkerchief 
hanging half out of the pocket, fometimes 
out of the right, fometime6 out of the 
left — the hat held in the hand in a par- 
ticular manner, or with the national cockade 
uppermoft — rubbing the eyes, or the nofe, 
or the ear. All thefe had their particular 
meanings, with a variety of other figns 

which 
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which may be eafily conceived; each of 
which denoted the nature of the explofion 
required, whether for approbation or dis- 
approbation. 

To fecure the majority it was neceffary 
to have about a hundred and fifty perfons 
in each of the two galleries. There were 
alfo one leader and five fubalterns in each 
gallery. The leaders only were acquainted 
with the fignal from the hall. This they 
Immediately communicated by a different 
one to the ten fubalterns, who dire&ly be- 
gan their marks of applaufe or cenfure, in 
which they were followed by all the merce- 
naries whom they had previoufly engaged ; 
and their loud clappings generally excited 
thofe of all the people in the galleries. 

The common mercenaries were acquaint- 
ed with the fubalterns only, and precifely 
followed their example, whether they clap* 
ped or hooted. It was left to the fubalterns 
$o engage their followers j but they were 

often 
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often unacquainted with each other, and in 
confidential correfpondence only with the 
leader, who informed them previous to every 
fitting of the fignals they were to follow. 
The two leaders were not always known to 
each other, and both were entirely unac- 
quainted with thofewho originally employed 
the perfon who gave fignals from the hall* 

The wages of the common followers were 
from forty fols to three livres each fitting. 
The fubakerns were paid at the rate of ten 
livres, and the leaders at that of fifty. 

When an important queftion was to be 
debated, the galleries were always in the pay 
of one party or the other ; and fometunes 
each party had the ufual number of their 
mercenaries on duty there; which never 
failed to occasion a great deal of noifc, and a 
violent conteft between the applauders and 
the hooters. 

It fometimes happened alfo, that a num- 
ber of the common hirelings deceived the 
z fubalterns, 
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(bbalterns, and took money from thofe of 
both parties; in which cafe neither was 
well ferved, all was confufion and doubt, 
and the real fentiments of the Peupk Souve- 
rain feemed as ambiguous as the will of the 
Gods announced by the oracle of Delphos. 

From this« account a pretty juft eftimatc 
may be made of the value of the applaufe 
or cenfure of that portion of the Sovereign 
People who were ufually feated in the gal- 
leries of the National Aflembly after it was 
removed to the capital, and which conti- 
nued to be one of the moft powerful en- 
gines of the Revolution until the time that 
Roberfpierre eftabliflied the guillotine in 
lieu of all the reft. 

At the period, however, of the infurrec- 
tion which obliged the Aflembly to leave 
Verfailles, Roberfpierre was little known, 
and of too fmall importance in the party 
with whom he a&ed to have his opinion 
in^ch regarded $ byt I have been told that, 
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from the time that the States-General air 
fumed the name of National AfFemWy, he 
often infilled on the advantages which 
would be derived from the AAembly's be- 
ing removed td the capital. Whatever ad- 
vantage the popular party derived from 
the fupport of the galleries at Verfailles, it 
was eafy to forefec it would be enjoyed in 
a much greater degree at Paris. Certain De- 
puties, therefore, formed the refolution to 
feize the firft pretext that fliould prefent jt- 
felf for removing the AfTembly to that citjr. 
An incident of an extraordinary nature did 
prefent itfelf, which ferved them for the 
pretext they wifhed, and which others at- 
tempted to turn to more heinous purpofes. 

The incident alluded to was a feaft 
given by the Gardes-du-Corps, which oc- 
cafioned the march of the Parifian popu- 
lace to Verfailles. Thofe who wifh to ex- 
cufe or pallfete that lhameful expedition 
affert, that previous to the feaft given by 
5 thq 
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the Body Guards, which they admit to 
have been its immediate caufe, there had 
been a general and well-founded fufpicion 
of a plan to carry the King and Royal Fa- 
mily to Metz, where they were to be joined 
by many of the Nobility and members of 
the Parliaments, who expe&ed that num- 
bers of the people would flock to the royal 
ftandard as foon as it was e reded, and de- 
clare againft the National Aflembly ; that 
this fcheme was to be aided and fupported 
by certain Powers on the Continent, with 
a view to excite a civil war, occafion the 
difmemberment of France, and avenge the 
caufe of Kings, who had been infulted by 
the reftridtions which the fubje&s of Lewis 
XVI. had put on his power. The fame 
perfons infifted, that the King fliewed the 
greateft relu&ance to the wifties of the Na- 
tion : that he had delayed giving his fanc- 
tion to the decrees of the 4th of Auguft till 
the 16th of September; and then, inftead of 

an 
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an abfolute aflent, he had fent a comtnfcn* 
tary on the decrees, accompanied with a 
conditional aflent only ; the full fan&ion 
not having been obtained till the 20th of 
the fame month, after feveral very urgent 
addrefles from the Aflembly : that he fhew- 
ed the fame averfion to the declaration of 
the Bill of Rights and firft articles of the 
Conflitution, and poftponed his acceptance 
of chem till the arrival of the multitude at 
Verfailles on the 6th of O&ober, and until 
the carriages which were prepared for liis 
cfcape were flopped by the National Guards 
of Verfailles. And, giving every circum* 
ftance the worft interpretation, they infift* 
ed, that when, on the failure of a loan pro* 
pofed by M. Necker, the King facrificed his 
jewels and plate to the public neceffities, 
this was done merely with a view to blind 
the people to the preparations making for 
his efcape, and becaufe he was fully fen* 
fihle that he could not have canied them 

with 
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with him, and of courfe that they would 
have been all confifcated. 

That the King would have been very, 
well pleafed to have been fafely at Metz with 
his family* feems highly probable ; but as no 
proof has hitherto appeared of his having 
made arrangements to fly to that place at this 
time, all thefe aflertions are mere conjectures* 

The Count d'Eftaing, who had the com- 
mand of the National Guards of Verfailles> 
having previoufly confulted the Municipa- 
lity, and reprefented the neceffity of protect- 
ing the National Aflembly and the perfon 
of the King from any attempt again ft them, 
require^ of the Minifter that a thoufand 
troops of the line might be quartered in 
Verfailles for that purpofe. 

This, like all the reft, was bjr fome con- 
strued unfavourably, and imputed to a de- 
fign of aflifting, and not preventing, the 
efcape of the King; efpecially as the Na- 
tional Aflembly had not been confulted with 

regard 
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regard to the propriety or neceffity of the 
meafure. However that may be, the regi- 
ment of Flanders, confiding of a thoufand 
men, were ordered to Verfailles. When 
they arrived, the officers were invited, with 
thofe of the National Guards, to an enter- 
tainment by the Gardes-du-Corps. The 
entertainment was given in the opera- 
houfe belonging to the palace. The guefts 
amounted to the number of 240, and all 
the boxes were full of fpedtators. Towards 
the end of the entertainment the King and 
Queen had the curiofity to enter the hall, 
the Queen leading the young Dauphin, and 
attended by feveral ladies and gentlemen of 
the Court. This unexpe&ed vifit to a com- 
pany, whofe hearts were already elated with 
gaiety and warmed with wine, could not 
fail to roufe the fpirit of loyalty. The 
healths of the Royal Family were drank 
with acclamations of joy. After walking 
through the hall, the royal party retired ; 

the 
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the mufic ftruck up a favourite loyal tune, 
which was accompanied by the voices of 
the guefts. The gates of the hall were 
thrown open for the grenadiers of the two 
corps, who, having drank the healths of the 
Royal Family, hurried with jovial enthufi- 
afm to pafs the night in dancing beneath the 
windows of the palace. Some white cock* 
ades were diftributcd among them by the 
ladies ^of the court* 

This fcene paffed on the firft of October 
1 789. It was foon after circulated, and has 
been fince publifhed, that the entertainment 
was given and all the incidents arranged by 
certain perfons of the Court, who were at 
the expence of the whole for the purpofe of 
awakening the loyalty of the inhabitants of 
Verfailles, attaching the Jfegiment of Flan- 
ders and the National Guards to the King 
and Queen, prejudicing them againft the 
National Aflembly, favouring a plan already 
formed for the King's efcape to Metz, and 
Ff effefting 



( 434 ) 

efie&ing a counter-revolution ; and as theft 
things were arranged at a time when the 
King pretended to co-operate with the A£- 
fembly in eftablifhing a new Conftitution, to 
which he exprefled general good will, al- 
though he was fcrupulous refpefting parti* 
cular articles, and wifhed to have them ex- 
plained before he would give them his fanc- 
tion, they are enumerated as proofs of the 
King's falfehood and hypocrify. But all 
this is founded on mere corije&ure and at- 
fertion, fince no proof is brought that the 
entertainment was at the expence of the 
perfons alluded to, or for the purpofcs above 
mentioned ; and if both were proved, it 
would (till remain to be proved that the 
King was acquainted with, and had agreed 
to, the meafures. It is very certain; in- 
deed, that fome perfons of great influence 
who had emigrated were continually fchem- 
ing plans of counter-revolution, and ufmg 
every means in their power to prompt him 

to 
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to withdraw From the kingdom ; being con- 
vinced that his prefence with them would 
/ greatly facilitate the objed they had con- 
ftantly in view. They feared nothing fo 
much 2s that the King ftiould be gained 
over to the fide of the People, and agree to 
a Conftitution in which a great part, per- 
haps as much as he wifhed, of his own au- 
thority would be fecured and confirmed, 
while they would remain deprived of their 
privileges and excluded from France for 
ever. But it is equally certain, that fome 
of the mod refpe&able members of the Af- 
fembly had taken great pains to infpire the 
King with a defire of becoming, and a pride 
in being thought, the Reftorer of Liberty 
to France. They had reprefented the ne- 
ceflity of his abftaining from all communi- 
cation with thofe who had emigrated from 
the kingdom; as any appearance of that 
would tend to alienate the hearts of his fub- 
Je&s: and, above all, they had pointed out 
Ffa the 
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the meafure of withdrawing from France a* 
pregnant with the moft fatal confequencestc^ 
himfelf and to his country. It is even faid f 
that the example of James II. of England 
was mentioned as a warning to him by 
fome, who afferted that the pofterity of that 
Prince might have been placed on the throne* 
had he poffefled the firmnefs to have re- 
mained at all rifks in the ifland. Finally,, 
the King was conjured to rely on the attach- 
ment and love of his own fubje&s, rather 
than on the humiliating protedtion and in* 
terefted aid of foreign powers; for, even 
if they fhould accomplifh the re-eftablifh-* 
ment of his family, there was much reafon 
to fear it would be at the fevere expence o£ 
his kingdom. 

Upon the whole, there is reafon td be- 
lieve that the King had not formed any de*- 
fign at this time of withdrawing ; jhat the 
feaft was given at the fole expence of the 
Gardes- du-Corps, with no other view thaa 

to 
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to entertain ; the guefts who were invited ; 
and that the incidents which gave offence 
and created 'fufpicion were accidental j for, 
however imprudent fome of the fcenes may 
be thought, they were no way inconfiftent 
with the chara&er of the a&ors. 

On the fecond of O&ober, M. Mounier, 
as Prefident, prefented certain articles of the 
Conftitution agreed on by the AfTembly to 
the King for his acceptance. The King an- 
fwered, that he would in due time make his 
intentions refpe&ing thofe articles known. 
Some people imagined, that his Majefty was 
induced to give this anfwer by the inarms 
of attachment to his perfon, and the ex- 
preffions of loyalty that had paffed at the 
entertainment of the preceding night j and 
that he meant to poftpone his acceptance till 
he fhould effed his efcape. The Aflembly 
were not. pleafed with the anfwer. What- 
ever were the King's motives, the news of 
Jais having delayed to fan&ion the articles 
FT3 occa- 
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occafioncd ftill more difpleafure at Paris. 
His enemies reprefented this as a deter- 
mined refufal ; and they refolved to fpirit 
up the people to infurredion. 

With this view, the circumftances of the 
entertainment at the Opera- houfe were mif- 
reprefented in the manner moft likely to 
alarm the friends of liberty, and to enrage 
the populace. It was repeated, " that the 
feaft had beep given for the purpofe of fe- 
ducing the National Guards from the caufe 
of freedom ; that the general topic of con- 
yerfation ambng the guefts was the un- 
happy cohdition of the Royal Family, and 
how meritorious it would be to free them 
from it ; that fongs breathing the fame fen- 
tiruent had been fung ; that the Queen, 
when ihe walked through the hall with the 
Dauphin in her arms, had recommended 
him to the foldiers in terms injurious to the 
people. It was faid that the national cock-r 
ade, the emblem of liberty, had been trod- 
den 
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den under foot ; that a great number of fu- 
pernumerary officers and chevaliers of St. 
Xouis were aflembled at Verfaillesj and that 
mercenary foldiers had been brought to that 
city of late, and more were expe&ed, with 
a defign to controul the Aflembly, perhaps 
to maflacre the members j and that mea- 
fures had been already ufed, and were ftill 
continued by the Court, to incercept the 
provifions deftined for the capital," 

Thofe mifreprefentationswere not thought 
fufficient to excite the mob to the point 
in view. By means of confiderable fums 
distributed among the agents of infurrec- 
tion, of whom there were abundance at this 
time in Paris, a numerous band of men, 
armed with pikes and other weapons, at 
fembled on the morning of the fifth of Oc- 
tober in the fquare of the Hotel de Ville. 
It was not difficult for the agents above 
mentioned to colle£t a multitude of defpe- 
rate perfonsj becaufe there really was a 
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great fcarcity of provifions. Mahy podr 
families, particularly in the fuburbs, were 
fuffering the pangs of hunger, and all were 
terrified with the idea of impending famine* 
The Committee appointed for fupplying the 
city with provifions were alfo accufecl of 
negligence; and the multitude infifted oh 
entering into the Town-houfe to retoon- 
fixate with them* They were faintly op* 
pofed by the National Guards, who fooct 
gave way, faying they would not fight 
againft poor people who demanded only 
bread. 

That this infurre&ion might have the 
lefs appearance of a premeditated plan, and 
be the lefs refilled at the beginning, it had 
been thought proper to employ women, and 
perfons in female garb. To their noify re- 
quifitions for bread the Committee declared 
that all poffible means were ufing to pro- 
cure it ; but that they had met with unex- 
pe&ed difficulties, A cry was immediately 
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heard, that thofe difficulties originated at 
the Court, and that they would go to Ver- 
failles and demand redrefs from the King. 
This propofal met with univerfal approba- 
tion ; and foon after a man, known by th« 
name of Maillard, offered himfelf as their 
leader. As this pexfon had diftinguiflied 
himfelf at the taking of the Baftile, and was 
known to them all f he was immediately 
chofen to that office $ar acclamation ; and 
the outcry was refumed of marching to 
Verfailles. Maillard led his band of Ama- 
zons through the unrefifting National 
Guards who filled the fquare, conduced 
them by beat of drum to the plain called the 
Elyfian Fields, where they muftered near 
five thoufand perfons, of whom four-fifths 
were women, or dreffed like women. Many 
of 'thofe who were in men's drefs were dif- 
guifed with long beards, or in fome other 
fantafticai manner. Having previoufly 
broken into fome magazines, they were all 

armed j 
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armed ; and they flopped as many coache 
as were neceflary to furnifh horfes for drag-* 
ging fome pieces of cannon, a poiffarde be- 
ing mounted on each,horfe and a couple oil 
each cannon, which followed the main body 
in their march to Verfailles. This Maillard, 
who offered himfelf fo a-propos, and was 
chofen fo unanimoufly as their leader, was 
moft probably one of the agents previoufly 
fixed upon for ccyidu&ing this bufinefs, 
under the fecret influence and at the ex- 
pence of the Duke of Orleans. 

M. La Fayette has been cenfured for not 
having difperfed this band of infurgents, 
and prevented their marching to Verfailles. 
It appears, however, that the fpirit of infur- 
re&ion had gained upon the National Guards 
themfelves ; that they were deaf to the re- 
monftrances of their commander, and refu- 
sed to ufe any kind of force againft women. 
And in a fhort time the clamour became 
Hiniverfal, that the General himfelf fliould 

lead 
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lead them to Verfailles, lay their grievances 
before the King, and invite him to refide at 
Paris. 

M. La Fayette faid every thing he could 
think of to turn them from this ; and the 
whole of his conduct both at this time and 
previous to it proves his fincerity. 

When a fermentation was excited fome 
time before this period by a very turbulent 
and feditious man of the name of St. Hu- 
ruge, who propofed this very meafure, that; 
the King and the National Aflembly fhould 
be appointed to refide at Paris, it was greatly 
owing to the fpirited behaviour of M.La Fay- 
ette, that the mob which this man had afTenw 
bled was difperfed, and St. Huruge himfelf, 
with feveral other agitators, was feized and 
fent to prifon j and there can be no doubt 
that the prefent infurre&ion would have had 
a fimilar termination, if the National Guards 
Jigtd been equally obedient to M. La Fayette 

on 
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en this occafion as on the former, Beiides, 
the ill terms on which M. La Fayette w*s 
with the Duke of Orleans is fufficient of it- 
£elf to clear him of this accufatioa. No two 
men were lefs likely to be in intimacy with 
each other. Their chara&ers were dire&ly 
oppofite : M. La Fayette is defcribed by 
thofe who have known him long and inti- 
mately, as indefatigable in the purfuit of re- 
nown, difinterefted, brave, and generous — 
qualities never attributed to the chara&er 
of the Duke of Orleans* 

Some are fo irritated by the lofles they have 
fuftained, others by the confequences which 
they dread from the French Revolution, 
that they view with equal enmity thofe men 
who from the moft laudable motives joined 
in the meafures for obtaining a free Confti* 
tution for France, and thofe who rendered 
thefe meafures abortive, by involving the 
counjry in anarchy and drenching it in 

blood, 
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Wood. With equal difcernment migh$ 
Hampden be confounded with Cromwell, 
or Ruflel or Sydney with Titus Oates. 

To charge the Dukes of Rochefoucault 
and Liancourt, Meff. de Lally-Tolendal, 
Mounier, Clermont-Tonnerre, Malouet, and 
many others, whofe views were to reform 
the abtifes of an arbitrary government, and 
eftablifh a limited monarchy, as in any re- 
fp£ct acceflkries to the bloody fcenes which 
have been adted in the courfe of this Revo- 
lution, is in the higheft degree abfurd. If 
fuch reafoning were admitted, Luther would 
be proved to be the author of the maffacre 
of St. Bartholomew; becaufe, unlefs he had 
attempted to deted the abufes of Popery, 
and brought about the Reformation, there 
would have been no Proteftants to maflaCre. 

The National Guards affembled before 
the Town-houfe were fo determined on 
this expedition to Verfailles, and fo irritated 
at La Fayette's perfevering endeavours to 

diffuade 
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difluadc them, that a large body of them 
declared that they would no longer have 
him for their commander, and a&uallypro- 
pofed to M. Dogni, Intendant des Poftes 
and Commander of the Battalion of St. 
Euftache, to accept the chief command in- 
stead of La Fayette, and to lead them to 
Verfail!e8, declaring that they would follow 
his orders in all refpe&s. He, however, 
pofitively refufed. Seeing that at all events 
they were decided on going, M. La Fayette 
at length faid, that if the Municipality would 
give him an order for thatpurpofe, he would 
go at the head of the National Guards to 
communicate to the King the diftrefles of 
• the capital, and the grievances of which 
{hey complained. 

; ^Having obtained the order, he fet out 
with a body of 20,000 men for Verfailles, 
four or five hours after the motley , band 
above defcribed had taken the fame route. 
• Whoever were the firft movers of this 

infur- 
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infurreSion, they had given different rea* 
fons for the neceffity of it, adapted to thq 
different prejudices and difpofitions of the 
perfons they wifhed to excite* 

The National Militia complained of the 
indignity offered to the three-coloured cock- 
ade by the Gardes- du-Corps at the famous 
banquet, for which, they faid, thefe Body 
Guards deferved death* 

The old French Guards, who were in-* 
corporated with the National Guards, were 
provoked at not having been allowed to 
guard the perfon of the King. They faid 
that this was a clear proof that he intended 
to efcape out of the kingdom; and they 
were inftrufted to call for his being remove 
ed to Paris. 

Some exclaimed againft his having de- 
layed to fan&ion the decrees of the National 
Affembly, and faid they ought to march to 
Verfailles, on purpofe to let him know 
that the People were impatient for that 
meafure. 

2 The 
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The Poiflardes cried out againft the fear- 
city of bread ; and as they proceeded to 
Verfailles, they often execrated the Queen 
as the fole caufe of the fcarcity. " I never 
heard," faid a Garde-a-Cheval as he pafled 
them, " that the Queen devoured more 
bread than another woman" " Ceft egal," 
anfwered one of thefe furies : u Tu vas a 
Verfailles ; dis a la Reine que nous y ferons 
pour lui couper le cou." 

The King had gone that morning to 
hunt the flag. He was informed, while in 
the midft of the chafe, that there had teen 
great diforders in Paris, in confequence of 
which a multitude of armed people, many 
of them in women's drefs, were marching 
to Verfailles. His Majefty immediately 
left the field, and returned to the Palace* 
The Captaia of his guards afked if he had 
any orders to give to him. The King an* 
fwered, laughing, Eh qmi, pour dejfernmesl 
, vous vous moquez. 

Such accounts came afterwards^ however, 
7 of 
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of their numbers, of their rage, and of the 
threatening language which they held on 
their friar ch, that this expedition began to 
be confidered^as a very fcrious bufinefs by 
thofe near the perfon of the King, It was 
even propofed in the Council, that the 
Royal Family fhould be removed ; but that 
proportion being over-ruled, the Queen was 
informed, that as the fury and malice of the 
infurgents were peculiarly pointed againft 
her, it would be highly proper for her to 
withdraw, for ifome time at leaft, from Ver- 
failles: to which, with a firmnefs which 
nevei &>rfook her on uie moft trying occa- 
fions, fhe auf..ereJ, < I am determined 
never, to forfake my hufband ; if the Pari- 
fians are bent on murdering me, I will die 
at the feet of the King/' 

END OF THE FlftST VOLUME. 
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